DriveSafety Corporate History
DriveSafety Inc. (DriveSafety) is headquartered in Salt Lake City, Utah with additional offices in Ft. Collins, Colorado.  It also funds a research laboratory (STAR Laboratories) located on the campus of Kansas State University in Manhattan, Kansas.

DriveSafety is a company that has been created through the combination of key people and entities over the last 11 years.  Its technological roots began with a small privately held company named Hyperion Technologies, Inc. (Hyperion).  Hyperion was founded in Iowa in 1995 by Douglas Evans, Michael Booth and Michael Morrision.  It was a spin-off of realtime interactive simulation system research conducted at the National Science Foundation and University of Iowa’s Center for Computer Aided Design, where Mr. Evans was R&D Project Group Leader.

Hyperion initially engaged in two lines of business: providing advanced driving simulation solutions to automotive safety and design researchers, and creating an interactive computer game for the PC game market.  After a couple of years of development and a move to Fort Collins, Colorado, Hyperion sold all rights to its first and only PC game, entitled “NOX” to Virgin Interactive of California.  With this transaction, Hyperion also released its game development team to Virgin and focused its entire energy thereafter on the development and sales of realtime interactive driving simulation solutions.
Hyperion succeeded in creating some of the most respected driving simulation technologies in the industry and sold research simulators to over a dozen commercial and academic laboratories before being approached regarding a merger with what was then KQ Corporation of Draper, Utah (KQ).  At the time, Hyperion was still largely owned by its founders, with minority equity positions held by its employees and two early angel investors.  KQ was a subsidiary of Jason Associates of California.  KQ manufactured a range of interactive simulation systems, most notably in heavy equipment operator training markets, such as for operators of construction cranes and of dock gantries for handling shipping containers.

KQ was interested in diversifying its product line with ground-vehicle driving simulation technologies such as Hyperion had developed.   Hyperion was interested in the greater marketing, manufacturing and financial strengths of KQ and ultimately agreed to acquisition by KQ.  The resulting deal merged Hyperion into KQ in a stock-for-stock transaction in July of 2001.  Douglas Evans, who had been President and CEO of Hyperion, took the positions of CTO, Executive VP and Director of KQ at this time.  KQ’s President and CEO was Mr. Kevin Curtis.
In 2002, KQ and Jason Associates agreed to a deal in which the two corporations separated all interests in order to thereafter operate as fully independent businesses.  This transaction took place and KQ subsequently changed its name to GlobalSim, Inc. (GlobalSim). A Series A Preferred Stock investment was made by two venture capital funds and several angel investors.  Also, in 2002, Mr. Kevin Curtis resigned and Mr. Kim Cooper came on as CEO.

In February 2003, it was decided that GlobalSim would divide its crane simulation and simulation driving assets into two separate corporations.  A new entity was created and the crane simulation assets were acquired by a group of non-driving simulation employees and management. That new organization also acquired its current name of Globalsim.  The old GlobalSim company retained the driving simulation assets and the name was changed to DriveSafety, Inc.  Kim Cooper resigned as the CEO of DriveSafety and Dr. Renee Slick was employed to take his place.

In May of 2003, Mr. Bill Woahn came on as CEO, and Dr. Renee Slick was retained as a science and curriculum Consultant and as the Director of DriveSafety’s STAR Lab at Kansas State University.  Mr. Woahn has been the CEO of DriveSafety for the past 3 years and continues in that role today. 
For the past 3 years, under Mr. Woahn’s guidance, DriveSafety has focused on safety assessment and training for novice drivers.  It has also continued the sale of research simulator sales.

DriveSafety is currently engaged in developing and testing advanced safety training and  assessment applications for novice drivers.  This includes the “Teen Dash for Safety”TM attitudinal awareness program and the “See You in Six”TM simulator-based driver training program.  DriveSafety is a widely recognized leader in driving research simulators and has over 40 customers that use their simulators. Customers include companies from the automotive manufacturing industry, research institutes and universities. Examples of clients in each of these categories include:
Automotive Manufacturers:

Ford Motors

General Motors

Nissan

Volkswagen

Research Institutes:
Battelle

Motorola

Johnson Controls

Delphi

Universities:
University of Michigan

University of Iowa

University of Illinois

Clemson University

Texas A&M
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The DriveSafety Institute
Incorporated in May, 2004, the DriveSafety Institute (DSI) received official notice of its 501(c)(3) tax exempt status on February 11, 2005.  The organization is being treated as a public charity.  The purpose of DSI is to conduct research as it relates to driving safety, particularly as it relates to teen driving.  It also exists to provide public awareness messaging regarding teen driving safety as well as provide grants to disadvantaged teens for driver’s education. The organization has three Directors including Bill Woahn, Dr. Renee Slick and Frank Weinrauch.
