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From: Mike Ehinger
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:03:34 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


-- 
Mike Ehinger
Superintendent
Reed Point Public Schools
406-326-2245 (phone)



mailto:mehinger@reedpoint.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Charlene Suckow
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: I support field testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:13:05 AM


 I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S. Department of Education
to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of
2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including
all students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the
new SBAC tests will provide valuable experience for students,
teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our
students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure
it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from
the 2012-2013 school year.  School improvement will continue to
be supported and educators and students will continue to benefit
from those efforts


As a retired teacher and grandmother of 3 children I see this as a
positive move toward making school growth by using common core
testing and leaving more time for student instruction.


Charlene Suckow
2700 Stagecoach Ave,
Great Falls, MT 59404



mailto:cagasuckow@gmail.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Rodney Gottula
To: OPI Waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:23:42 AM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  


The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the
Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would
provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and
needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment;
and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms    



mailto:rodgottula@yahoo.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Barron, Laurie
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: No Double Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:07:37 AM


To Whom it May Concern:


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the
U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring
of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the
field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), we will be giving a state
test that is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, unlike the current CRT.


This waiver will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new quality
and effective Common Core State Standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Respectfully Submitted,


Laurie Barron, Ed.D.
Superintendent, Evergreen School District #50
2013 MetLife/NASSP National Middle School Principal of the Year
NBCT, English
406-751-1111
www.evergreensd50.com
 
Ever Giving ~ Ever Growing ~ Evergreen
 
 



mailto:LBarron@EVERGREEN.K12.MT.US

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov

http://www.evergreensd50.com/






From: efeaver@mea-mft.org
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: OPI Testing Waiver Request
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:17:42 AM
Attachments: DeborahDelisle.pdf


 
*******************************************************************
Only the individual sender is responsible for the content of the
message, and the message does not necessarily reflect the position
or policy of the National Education Association or its affiliates.



mailto:efeaver@mea-mft.org

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov
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Working for Montana’s Future 1232 East Sixth Ave, Helena, MT 59601    



  
T



E
L 



4
0



6
.4



4
2



.4
2



5
0



 o
r 



8
0



0
.3



9
8



.0
8



2
6



  
F



A
X



 4
0



6
.4



4
3



.5
0



8
1



  
w



w
w



.m
e



a
-m



ft
.o



rg
 



 



 



 
October 1, 2013 
 
 
 
Deborah S. Delisle 
Assistant Secretary 
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 
400 Maryland Ave, SW 
Washington, DC 20202 
 
Dear Assistant Secretary Delisle: 
 
The Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) has proposed to field test the assessments related to 
the new Smarter Balanced Achievement Consortium reading/language arts and mathematics content areas 
aligned to rigorous college- and career-ready standards in the spring of the 2013–2014 school year. Their 
proposal includes the desire to test all students in Montana in grades 3-8 and 11 with the exceptions of 
students continuing to take the current Science assessment in grades 4, 8, and 10 and the CRT Alternate 
assessment for qualifying students with disabilities. 
 
We believe this is good for the students, teachers, and schools in Montana as it will maximize instructional 
time in our classrooms this school year, as well as provide an important opportunity for schools to assess 
their computer hardware and network infrastructure to identify and respond to gaps and needs. Further we 
believe this action will offer a critical professional development opportunity for teachers as they review the 
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment in preparation for the official rollout 
of those assessments in 2015. Also this move will afford the most effective and efficient transition to the 
2014-2015 assessment; and equally important students will be assessed on the standards being taught in 
Montana classrooms today. 
 
We hope that you will give the OPI proposal your serious consideration in as timely a manner as possible 
as Superintendent Juneau has shared her intent with education leaders around the state and we are awaiting 
your decision regarding this request. 
 
Respectfully,  



 
Eric Feaver, President 
MEA-MFT 
 
MEA-MFT is 18,000 professional and classified employees working in public schools, the university system, Head Start, 
state, and county governments, and private health care all over Montana. MEA-MFT is the merged union of the former 
Montana Education Association and the former Montana Federation of Teachers.   
 
 
 













From: Denise Ulberg
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: RE: Letter of support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:23:50 AM
Attachments: Support of No Double Testing Waiver.pdf


Here is a SIGNED copy!
 
From: Denise Ulberg 
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:32 AM
To: 'opiwaivers@mt.gov'
Subject: Letter of support
 
Here you go!
 
Denise Ulberg, Executive Director
Montana Association of School Business Officials (MASBO)
208 North Montana Avenue, Suite 102
Helena, MT  59601
(406) 442-5599 – office
(406) 461-3659 – cell
(406) 442-1356 - fax
 



mailto:dulberg@masbo.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov














From: Alex Ator
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Shields Valley Schools supports no double testing.
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:23:37 AM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 



mailto:aator@shieldsvalleyschools.org

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Tara Thielman
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:14:22 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Tara Thielman, Principal, Conrad Public Schools



mailto:tara.thielman@conradschools.org

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Hays, Sarah
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:13:09 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am
very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little
sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board
of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test,
which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we
transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to
focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering
duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana
Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested
waiver.


Sincerely,


Sarah Hays, Principal, Bozeman Public Schools



mailto:sarah.hays@bsd7.org

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Watson, Robert
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:21:08 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Rob Watson, Superintendent, Bozeman Public Schools


-- 
Robert J. Watson, Ed.D.
Superintendent
Bozeman School District #7
404 West Main
Bozeman, MT  59715
406-522-6001 (main office)
406-522-6065 (fax)



mailto:robert.watson@bsd7.org

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Eric and Ellen Feaver
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:11:57 AM


As a school board trustee, I am writing in support of the waiver request to the U.S.
Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to
participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring
of 2014. The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). Eliminating the requirement for
the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1. Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,
vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.
 
Using the CRT again this year is a waste of money and time.  Our students and teachers
need more time for instruction and teacher designed assessment.  Thank you for pursuing a
waiver of this testing requirement.
 
Ellen Feaver



mailto:eefeaver@hotmail.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Don Christman
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver Support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:07:59 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Donald Christman, Principal, Lockwood Elementary


-- 
Don Christman
Assistant Principal
Lockwood Elementary K-5


                     "What would you attempt to do if you knew you could not fail?"                                               
                                                                                                                                                


CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  The information contained in this message is legally privileged and confidential information intended only
for the use of the individual or entity named above.  If the reader of the message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified
that any release, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this
communication in error, please notify the author immediately by replying to this message and delete the original message.



mailto:christmand@lockwoodschool.org
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From: jsmith@ashlandpublicschool.com
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: letter of support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:23:12 AM
Attachments: CCSS Support.docx


Attached is a letter of support for the OPI waiver
Jennifer Smith



mailto:jsmith@ashlandpublicschool.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov



I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Our school fully supports the implementation of the Common Core Standards into Montana's curriculum and feels it is important to begin the transition to this process as soon as possible.  We need begin NOW to prepare our students for future assessments.  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.





Thank you,


Jennifer A. Smith, Principal/Superintendent


[bookmark: _GoBack]Ashland Public School







From: g hope
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: opi waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:11:47 AM


To Whom it May Concern,
I support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise
Juneau that would allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  It would be better for students to take the
new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating
the requirement for the CRT would offer the following benefits:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps
and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content,  
       vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms
 


Thank you for your consideration,
Gwen Hoppe



mailto:localart2003@yahoo.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Cathi Rude
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: testing waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:18:58 AM
Importance: High


To Whom It May Concern:
 
I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved
waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana
Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide
the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.       Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2.      Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3.      Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,
vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.      Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5.      Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


Our students and teachers have so much more than testing to focus on including their futures.
Granting this waiver would allow them to do just that by focusing on what lies ahead and not on a
system of assessment that is no longer applicable. Let’s set them up for success rather than failure.


Cathi Rude, M.S. Ed.
Superintendent/Principal
Blue Creek School
Phone: 406-259-0653
Fax: 406-259-9378
mrs_rude@bluecreek.k12.mt.us
 
Every student can learn, just not on the same day, or the same way. ~George Evans
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