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From: Ron Whitmoyer
To: OPI Waivers
Cc: Dan Rispens; Jill  Miller; Joe McMahon; Mike Agostinelli
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:33:04 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to
administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective assessment of learning
but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Montana
Board of Public Education's (BOPE) standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which
is aligned with the BOPE standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce red
tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow
teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on
administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the BOPE's
standards.  The duplicative testing will unnecessarily create the loss of nearly one week of
classroom instruction for students as they complete the second test.


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
Ron Whitmoyer
Superintendent
East Helena Public Schools
P.O. Box 1280
East Helena, MT 59635
(406) 227-7700
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From: Andy Holmlund
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:31:29 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to
administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is
not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering
the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce red
tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will
allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on
administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana
Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
Andrew W. Holmlund
Superintendent of Schools
Ronan School District No. 30
421 Andrew NW,
Ronan, MT  59864
(406) 676-3390 Extension 3200
Fax (406) 676-3392
E-mail: andy.holmlund@ronank12.edu
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From: Dave Whitesell
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:26:34 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity
to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC
test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under
the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of
which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


David Whitesell, Superintendent, Stevensville Public Schools
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From: Justin Barnes
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:25:28 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am
very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little
sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board
of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test,
which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we
transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to
focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering
duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana
Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested
waiver.


Sincerely,


Justin Barnes, Superintendent, Cascade Public Schools
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From: Teri Harris
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:25:08 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the Montana State Superintendent's request for a waiver of
the obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very
much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to
continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public
Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is
aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity
to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC
test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under
the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of
which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Teresa Harris, Superintendent, Fromberg Public Schools


-- 
Teri Harris, Superintendent
Fromberg Public School
319 School Street
Fromberg, MT 59029
(406) 668-7755
tharris@fromberg.k12.mt.us
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From: Bart Hawkins
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:48:27 AM


To whom it may concern,
 
I am writing to support Superintendent Juneau’s request for a waiver from the U.S. Department of
Education so that we do not need to double test our students this year.  It would be hurtful to our
educational mission to spend time testing students with a test that is essentially a “lame duck.”  I
look forward to the opportunity to test our students with the Smarter Balanced Assessment, and
begin using the data from that test to improve instruction and our students’ achievement. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Bart K. Hawkins, Superintendent
North Star Public School
(406) 355-4481
PO Box 129
Rudyard, MT 59540
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From: Leslee Weber
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support of Test Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:47:03 AM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. 
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;


2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps
and needs;


3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and


5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


Sincerely,


Leslee Weber
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From: Debbie Combs
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:48:06 AM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Dept. of Education from Supt. Denise
Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit
students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced
Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits
to education in Montana:
   1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing.
   2.  Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs.
   3.  Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,
vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment.
   4.  Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-15 assessment.
   5.  Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.
Respectfully submitted,
Debra A. Combs, Superintendent @ Dodson Public Schools
Dodson, MT  59524
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From: Linda Marsh
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Assessment
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:44:05 AM


To whom it may concern,
 
I am writing in support of the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau.  This waiver, if allowed, will make it possible for all Montana
students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the
spring of 2014.  The approved waiver will permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT) which has been used in the past. 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT will provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.       Additional instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Thorough test of computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps


and needs;
3.       Professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       More  effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Student assessment based on the Common Core Standards which are being taught in


Montana classrooms.


Thank you for considering this waiver request.
Linda Marsh
Beaverhead County Superintendent of Schools
Dillon, MT
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From: Tony Holecek
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Eliminate double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:26:32 AM
Attachments: SBAC testing.docx


Please view the following attachment.  It is the opinion of the Westby School District that the SBAC
be the only means of testing for Montana students in the Spring of 2014.  Please encourage the
waiving of the MontCas for the Spring of 2014.
 
 
Tony Holecek
Superintendent
Westby Public Schools
Still teaching the ABC’s and RST’s:  RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, RANGER SPIRIT AND THUNDER PRIDE
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To Whom It May Concern:





I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for students and less time spent on administration of tests.


[bookmark: _GoBack]It is my belief that double testing adds to an already increasing movement toward additional testing.  Our students time is more valued with our Montana teachers.  Our students should be working on skill development, collaboration, and cooperation.  The SBAC will provide them with a once per year experience of test taking, and that is more than adequate.





Thank you for your time.





With highest regards,





Tony Holecek


Superintendent Westby Public Schools







From: Denise Chrest
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Letter
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:30:38 AM
Attachments: Testing Letter for OPI.docx


Please see attached letter. Thanks Denise 


-- 


Denise Chrest, Superintendent


Moore Public Schools


509 Highland Avenue


Moore, MT 59464


Email: dchrest@moore.k12.mt.us


Phone: 406-374-2231


Fax: 406-374-2490
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MOORE PUBLIC SCHOOL








District #44


509 Highland Avenue


Moore, Montana 59464


PHONE: (406)374-2231


FAX:  (406)374-2490	








I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to benefit from those efforts.


[bookmark: SafeHtmlFilter__MailAutoSig]Denise Chrest, Superintendent


Moore Public Schools


509 Highland Avenue


Moore, MT 59464


Email: dchrest@moore.k12.mt.us


Phone: 406-374-2231


[bookmark: _GoBack]Fax: 406-374-2490







From: Erin Lipkind
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: No double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:38:07 AM


I am writing in support of Ms. Juneau's waver request to the US Dept of Education. No student or school
district should be required to submit to double testing. It is a waste of instructional time. Many school
districts also utilize MAP or AIMSWEB testing as a means of formative assessment, which provide
immediate formative feedback and are in fact more useful than the summative assessment that Montcas,
and presumably, Smarter Balance, will provide. There is simply no time in the school year for additional
testing.
 
Additionally, the pilot test will give Montana teachers and schools, as well as the OPI, the opportunity to
provide feedback on the quality of the Smarter Balance assessment. They will be better prepared for the
2014-15 SY when the assessment results matter. Piloting the assessment will allow teachers more time to
transition to the common core as they take what they learn from the 2013-14 test and modify their
instruction to include the types of Q&A students experience.
 
Finally, many schools are not prepared with the technology necessary to administer the smarter balance
test. A pilot year would provide a cushion should lack of technology hardware and bandwidth, and
student instruction in its use, be the cause of test failure.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Erin Lipkind, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
Missoula County
406-258-3349
elipkind@co.missoula.mt.us
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From: Gerald Krenzke
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support Supt. Juneau
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:42:24 AM
Attachments: FieldSupportTemplate01.docx
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I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


Sincerely,


[bookmark: _GoBack]


Gerald Krenzke


Superintendent, Denton Public Schools







From: Linda Reksten
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:41:47 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the MontCAS CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very
much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to
continue to require the MontCAS CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of
Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which
is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Dr. Linda E Reksten,
Superintendent
 
 
Dr. Linda E Reksten
Superintendent
Polson School District #23
111 4th Ave E
Polson, MT 59860
406-883-6355
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From: Leslee Weber
To: OPI Waivers; Fred Hofman
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:41:40 AM


As the test administrator, I wish to support the waiver. I believe double testing will
take too much time away from instruction in the classroom. There is no reason to
continue testing students with the MontCas, which does not measure knowledge
gained from teaching the common core standards.


Leslee Weber
Test Administrator /Harrison
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