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From: Jeff Blessum
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:09:57 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am
very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little
sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board
of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test,
which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we
transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to
focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering
duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana
Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested
waiver.


Sincerely,


Jeff Blessum, Superintendent, Anderson Elementary


 
 
Jeff Blessum, Superintendent
Anderson Elementary School
10040 Cottonwood Road
Bozeman, Montana 59718
 
406-587-1305



mailto:jblessum@andersonmt.org

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Kimberly Kingston
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:55:38 AM
Attachments: CRT TEst letter.doc


 
 
Kim Kingston
Whitehall Public Schools ~ Superintendent
P.O. Box 1109
1 Yellowstone Trail
Whitehall, MT  59759
(406) 287-3455
Fax:  (406) 287-3843
 
“Children have never been very good at listening to their elders, but they have never
failed to imitate them.” by James Baldwin
 
Confidentiality Notice: This message, including attachments, is for the use of the intended recipient(s) only. I apologize if  you receive this
message in error. Please delete it immediately.


 



mailto:kkingston@whitehallmt.org
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   Districts 4, 47 & 2



P.O. Box 1109, 1 West Yellowstone


Whitehall, Montana  59759


District Phone – 406.287.3455


Fax – 406.287.3843





October 1, 2013



To Whom It May Concern:



I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  


The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:



1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;



2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;



3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;



4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and



5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


In Education,


Supt. Kim Kingston


Supt. Kim Kingston



“Togetherness * Excellence * Achievement * Motivation”










From: McKenna Russ
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:59:15 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the MontCAS (for purposes of determining AYP under the
NCLB Act) this Spring as our school begins field testing the new Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are
also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public
Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicate
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Russell McKenna, Superintendent, Heart Butte K-12 Schools



mailto:rwmck_lima@yahoo.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Margie Strainer
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: letter
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:50:18 AM


I write to support the common sense waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would
permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion
Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following
benefits to education in Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


It is not enough to be prepared for today….we must be prepared
for tomorrow.  Let Montana forge ahead and keep common sense
alive!
 
 
 
Margie Strainer, M.Ed.
School Psychologist
755-0887
Hedges Elementary  half time
All day Tuesday and Wednesday
& Thursday morning
 


Scanned with Barracuda Firewall Systems.     



mailto:strainerm@sd5.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Joel Stuber
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: support letter
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:51:50 AM
Attachments: Double Testing Waiver Letter.docx


Please see attached letter.
 


Joel A. Stuber, Vice-Principal
Hamilton High School
327 Fairgrounds Road
Hamilton, MT 59840
stuberj@hsd3.org
(406) 375-6064
 
*******************************************************************************
 
This e-mail may contain information protected under the Family Education Rigths and Privacy Act (FERPA).  If this e-
mail contains student information, and you are not entitled to access such information under FERPA, please notify the
sender.  Federal regulations require that you destroy this e-mail without reviewing it, and you may not forward it to
anyone.


 



mailto:stuberj@hsd3.org
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[bookmark: _GoBack]DATE: 	October 1, 2013








TO:	United States Education Department





RE:	Double Testing Waiver





I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.  I also feel that the weight of sub groups currently skews schools’ AYP status.  The bigger schools are receiving negative consequences while smaller schools, who do not meet the population report requirements are not represented on the same playing field.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to benefit from those efforts.  





Sincerely,














image1.emf


X



Joel A. Stuber



Assistant Principal, Hamilton HS, Hamilton MT











From: bullheadm@aol.com
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: support of opi waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:59:56 AM


To OPI staff,


I am in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of
2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field
test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more
instructional time for students and less time spent on administration of tests.


Having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what
to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented
in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school
year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will
continue to benefit from those efforts.


Thank you for your consideration.


Sincerely,


 


Terry Minow
502 Lower Valley Road
Boulder, MT 59632
 



mailto:bullheadm@aol.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Rhonda Mccarty
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:53:32 AM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 



mailto:Rhonda_Mccarty@gfps.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Wendy Ihde
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double Testing feedback
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:59:38 AM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the
U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring
of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS Reading and Mathematics assessments and including
all students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there
will be more instructional time for students and less time spent on administration of tests.
 
I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators.  It will allow us to test
computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs.  This will also
give us a more efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment as teachers and
administrators will have the opportunity to review the delivery, content, vocabulary and
structure of the SBAC assessment. It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools
represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.
 
By maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year, school
improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.
 
Wendy Z Ihde
Curriculum Director
Corvallis School District #1
PO Box 700   1045 Main
Corvallis, MT 59828
Office: 406-961-3007
Cell: 406-370-1963
Fax:  406-961-8774
 
“ Do not confine your children to your own learning, for they were born in
another time.”  Hebrew Proverb


 
 
* Under state law e-mail is considered to be part of public record.  This institution could receive a request to disclose this message and its contents
to an outside entity.  While every effort will  be made to protect your privacy during our  correspondence, confidentiality cannot be guaranteed.  If
you have questions regarding this matter, please direct them to the Corvallis School District  office at 961-4211.


 
 
 



mailto:wendyi@corvallis.k12.mt.us
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From: Lauri Ingebrigtson
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: No double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:57:16 AM
Attachments: No double testing.docx


Please open attachment.  Thank you.



mailto:lauriingebrigtson@yahoo.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov



I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.





Sincerely,





Lauri Ingebrigtson, Director


[bookmark: _GoBack]Northcentral Learning Resource Center







From: Nancy Coleman
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: One assessment waiver request 13
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:53:57 AM
Attachments: One assessment waiver request 13.pdf


 



mailto:ncoleman@stanford.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






Kurt Myllymaki       Ward Smail           Jason Oltrogge           Jim Dye            Jennifer Taylor 
  Chairman                   Vice-Chairman                  Trustee                         Trustee                         Trustee 



 
 



“Building Success through Pride, Respect and Educational Leadership” 
 



STANFORD SCHOOL DISTRICT #12 
PO Box 506 ^ Stanford, MT 59479 ^ 406-566-2265 ^fax 406-566-2772 



Nancy Coleman, Superintendent    Kelly Bokma, Clerk    Britney Allen, Secretary 
 
 



Denise Juneau, Montana State Superintendent  



PO Box 202501 



Helena, Montana 59620 



 



RE:  No Double Testing Waiver  



 



October 1, 2013 



Dear Superintendent Juneau: 



I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from you to allow 



Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field 



test in the spring of 2014.  My understanding is that the approved waiver would permit students 



to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).   



Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in 



Montana: 



1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students; 



2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs; 



3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, 



vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment; 



4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and 



Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms. 



 



Thank you for your consideration. 



 



Respectfully, 



 
Nancy J. Coleman, Superintendent 
 
 
 













From: Ron Osborne
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:01:38 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Ron Osborne, Principal, Columbus Public Schools



mailto:osborne6196@gmail.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: David Perkins
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:55:33 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity
to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC
test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under
the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of
which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


David Perkins, Superintendent, Custer K-12 Schools



mailto:supt@custerschools.org

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Roger Britton
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:51:13 AM


To  Whom It May Concern:
 
I am writing to support the State Superintendent’s request for a waiver of the obligation to
administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools  begin field testing the new Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective assessment of learning
but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of
Public Education’s standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which us aligned with
the Board of Public Education’s standards.
 
The variance request provides the U. S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce
red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If  granted, it will
allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on
administering duplicative assessment, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of
Public Education’s standards.
 
I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent’s request waiver.
 
Sincerely,
 
Roger E. Britton, Froid Public Schools
 



mailto:fcards@nemont.net

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Diane Rewerts
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:49:45 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Diane Rewerts, Principal, Troy Public Schools



mailto:dcrewerts@gmail.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov



