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From: Dave Wick
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:19:40 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am
very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little
sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board
of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test,
which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we
transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to
focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering
duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana
Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested
waiver.


Sincerely,


Dave Wick, Principal, Columbia Falls Pub Schools
Middle Level Director, National Association of Elementary School Principals
Board of Directors



mailto:d_wick@cfmtschools.net

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Arnold, Robin
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:38:08 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which
is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards. Having participated in the first round of pilot testing and since utilized the
released items, I believe the SBAC more clearly represents student learning and more
reflective of our practices at Morning Star.


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer
aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Robin S. Arnold
Principal, Morning Star Elementary
406.522.6502
robin.arnold@bsd7.org


--------------------


Success has nothing to do with what you gain in life or accomplish for yourself. It's what you do for others. ~Danny Thomas



mailto:robin.arnold@bsd7.org
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From: Mark Garber
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Testing Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:20:35 AM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  It is
difficult for students to put that much effort into two tests when they are so close together.  By
eliminating the MontCAS and including all students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium, there will be more instructional time for students and less time spent on
administration of tests.  Instructional time in the classroom is extremely important because we don't
want our students falling through the cracks.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium tests will provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will
better know what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools
represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.  


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year.  School
improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to benefit from
those efforts. Thank you for your time.


Mark Garber, Centerville Public School 



mailto:markg@centerville.k12.mt.us
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From: Kirk Miller
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver letter of support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:14:41 AM
Attachments: letter support of waiver.docx


From the field.


-- 


Kirk J. Miller


Executive Director


School Administrators of Montana


900 No. Montana Avenue, Suite A-4


Helena, MT 59601


406-442-2510


406-442-2518 Fax


http://www.sammt.org


SAM...Educational leaders, advocates for youth


 



mailto:samkm@sammt.org

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov
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Frazer School District 2 & 2B


Corrina L. Guardipee ED. S. 


Superintendent


325 6th street


Frazer, Mt.  59225


(406) 695-2241





October 1, 2013








To: 	Denise Juneau


	Superintendent of Office of Public Instruction





Fr: 	Corrina L. Guardipee-Hall ED. S.





Re:	Waiver








I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


1. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


1. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


1. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


1. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


Thank you for your help in moving Montana forward with the Smarter Balance Assessment.
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From: Dennis Davenport
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:24:12 AM


I am writing you in support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver to
administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested
in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require
the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test and MTCAS tests which is
aligned with the Board of Public Education's and school standards.  


This variance request provides a common sense approach as we transition to the
SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction
under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one
of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's
standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
 
Dennis Davenport, Principal
Colstrip High School
Office (406) 748-4699 ext 4136
Cell (406) 740-1556
Home (406)748-3432
Dennis.davenport@colstrip.k12.mt.us
 
The core purpose of Colstrip Public Schools is to provide a safe, healthy and secure environment in
which to educate and prepare students for the demands of the future by engaging children in
lifelong learning.
 



mailto:Dennis.Davenport@colstrip.k12.mt.us
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From: Blair Wilding
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: waiver request
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:17:59 AM


October 1, 2013
 
To Whom it may Concern:
I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring. Our schools will begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am
very much interested in effective assessment. Using the SBAC test, which is
aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards makes more sense.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we
transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments. 


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested
waiver.


Sincerely,


Dr. Wilding, Superintendent,
Lima K-12 Schools
Lima, Montana 59739



mailto:bwilding@lima.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Kerry Glisson
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: waiver support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:37:56 AM


To Whom It May Concern:
 
I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 
 
Kerry Glisson
Principal
Powell County High School
406-846-2757 ext. 23
 



mailto:kglisson@pchs.dl.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Bill Laurent
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:13:13 AM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau 
to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students 
in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all 
students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), 
there will be more instructional time for students and less time spent on 
administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will 
provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will 
better know what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our 
students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited 
and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 
school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and 
students will continue to benefit from those efforts.


Bill Laurent, Superintendent
Independent School District #52
Billings, MT
laurent@Independent.k12.mt.us



mailto:laurent@independent.k12.mt.us
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From: Dustin Gordon
To: OPI Waivers
Cc: Les Meyer
Subject: CRT Waiver Support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:18:11 AM
Attachments: CRT Waiver Letter of Support 2013.docx


Denise Juneau and the Office of Public Instruction,


Please open the attached letter in support of the CRT waiver for this year.  We,
Fairfield Schools, are in definite support of moving directly to the Smarter Balanced
testing for this 2013 - 2014 year.  We have already started to prepare and feel that
would be detrimental for the stated reasons to try to administer both assessments.


Thank you,


Dustin Gordon
Fairfield High School
P.O. Box 399
Fairfield, MT 59436
dgordon@fairfield.k12.mt.us
Athletic Website: http://www.digitalsports.com/school/id/8784.aspx



mailto:dgordon@fairfield.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov
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To Whom It May Concern,


 


[bookmark: _GoBack]I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:





1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


1. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


1. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


1. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


1. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


Thank you,





Dustin Gordon





Dustin Gordon, 7 – 12 Principal
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From: Andy Begger
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:18:32 AM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved
waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana
Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide
the following benefits to education in Montana:


<!--[if !supportLists]-->1.       <!--[endif]--> Add instructional time for students by
eliminating double testing of students;


<!--[if !supportLists]-->2.       <!--[endif]-->Test computer hardware and network
infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


<!--[if !supportLists]-->3.       <!--[endif]-->Provide professional development for
teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the
SBAC assessment;


<!--[if !supportLists]-->4.       <!--[endif]-->Provide a more effective and efficient
transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


<!--[if !supportLists]-->5.       <!--[endif]-->Students will be assessed on the standards
being taught in Montana classrooms.


Andrew J. Begger
Superintendent
Harlowton Public Schools



mailto:abegger@yahoo.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Michelle Sears
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Helping to eliminat double state testing for students letter
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:27:12 AM
Attachments: October 1 letter to MTSBA.docx


 
 
Michelle Sears
Administrative Assistant
Harlem Public Schools
406-353-2289
406-353-2674 Fax
“Go Cats Go”
 



mailto:MichelleS@harlem-hs.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov
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To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent’s request for a waiver of the obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education’s standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education’s standards.


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education’s standards.


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent’s requested waiver.


Respectfully,





Michelle Sears


Impact Aid Committee Member


Harlem Public Schools













From: Mary Kaplan
To: OPI Waivers
Cc: Darlene Schottle
Subject: OPI Waiver - Support Letter from Kalispell Public Schools
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:15:45 AM
Attachments: do_not_reply@sd5.k12.mt.us_20131001_112415.pdf


Good morning,


Attached is a letter from Superintendent Darlene Schottle in support of the OPI Waiver Request allowing
Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium field test in the spring
of 2014.


Thank you,


Mary Kaplan 


Mary Kaplan ¦ Assistant to Superintendent Schottle
KALISPELL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
233 1st Avenue East ¦Kalispell, Montana 59901
406.751.3434 ¦406.751.3416 (fax)
kaplanm@sd5.k12.mt.us


-----Original Message-----
From: do_not_reply@sd5.k12.mt.us [mailto:do_not_reply@sd5.k12.mt.us] On Behalf Of do_not_reply@
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:24 AM
To: Mary Kaplan
Subject: Scanned image from MX-M503N


Reply to: do_not_reply@sd5.k12.mt.us <do_not_reply@sd5.k12.mt.us> Device Name: Not Set Device
Model: MX-M503N
Location: Not Set


File Format: PDF MMR(G4)
Resolution: 200dpi x 200dpi


Attached file is scanned image in PDF format.
Use Acrobat(R)Reader(R) or Adobe(R)Reader(R) of Adobe Systems Incorporated to view the document.
Adobe(R)Reader(R) can be downloaded from the following URL:
Adobe, the Adobe logo, Acrobat, the Adobe PDF logo, and Reader are registered trademarks or
trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the United States and other countries.


        http://www.adobe.com/


Scanned with Barracuda Firewall Systems.
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From: Randolph, Lindsey W.
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support Waiver for Denise Juneau
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:30:33 AM


To Whom It May Concern,


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students
to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


Sincerely,


Lindsey Randolph


Butte School District #1


Kennedy Elementary


3rd Grade Teacher


 



mailto:randolphlw@butte.k12.mt.us
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From: Gordon Hahn
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:27:30 AM


To Whom It May Concern,


I understand that the State Superintendent is hoping to get a waiver to exclude
schools from being required to administer the CRT exam this next spring and use
the upcoming Smarter Balanced assessment instead.


I support this directive as testing takes an enormous amount of class time away
from teaching.  To give the CRT exam next spring, when it neither aligns to the new
Common Core Standards nor will it be used to assess students in the future seems a
colossal waste of valuable student-teacher contact time.


Since it appears we will be using the Smarter Balanced test into the future, it will
benefit students more to have experience with it instead of (literally) wasting time
on the CRT.


Schools of all sizes are inundated with activities, testing, and programs that take
students out of the classroom.  Many of these are simply part of the educational
system, but others aren't.  To be required to take the CRT "again", without purpose,
is certainly not in the best interest of our students.


I hope that you will seriously consider NOT requiring schools to take the CRT and
administer the Smarter Balanced assessment instead.


Sincerely,


-- 
Gordon P. Hahn, Superintendent
Saco School District 12A & B
P.O. Box 298
Saco, Montana    59261
1-406-527-3531  Work
1-406-230-2155  Cell
ghahn@sacoschools.k12.mt.us



mailto:ghahn@sacoschools.k12.mt.us
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From: Margaret Eller
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:20:40 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of its
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring.   I am interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to require the CRT test in addition
to the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  


A variance will provide the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.
 If granted, it will allow me to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather
than spending time on duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned
with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I ask you to grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Margaret Eller, Secondary teacher, Fairfield Public Schools



mailto:meller@fairfield.k12.mt.us
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