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From: Dan Zorn
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:50:59 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the Montana State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective assessment of learning
but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of
Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with
the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce red
tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow
teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on
administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board
of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Daniel R. Zorn, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent
Kalispell Public Schools
233 1st Ave E
Kalispell, MT 59901
406-751-3434 (work)
406-261-1827 (cell)
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From: Melanie Jenkins
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:46:31 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Melanie Jenkins, Principal, Box Elder Public Schools
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From: Fred Hofman
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:44:57 AM


I think Superintendent Denise Juneau summed up the request fairly nicely:  “Rather than use our
old test, which measures old standards, the request is to measure new standards,” Juneau said.
“Why would we test something that’s not even being taught?” 
See: http://helenair.com/news/local/state-educators-seek-nclb-test-waiver/article_11416c6c-
2a5c-11e3-b0de-0019bb2963f4.html
 
I note here in Harrison, as is the case with many other districts, we also use MAPS testing through
NWEA.  This testing is also aligning itself with Common Core.  We lose significant time with
MAPS testing but it is worthwhile and helpful to improve our students learning.  We get a more
accurate assessment of our students ability and skill levels with this type of testing.
 
The double testing will take too much time out of instruction and there is no real purpose behind it
as Denise pointed out. 
 
The participation in the practice testing is important, and more important to our student’s
educational needs than taking another CRT.  The Law School Admission Test (LSAT) is an
example of how it is beneficial.  The LSAT consists of five 35-minute sections of multiple-choice
questions. Four of the five sections contribute to the test taker's score. The unscored section,
commonly referred to as the variable section, typically is used to pretest new test questions or to
pre-equate new test forms. This helps prepare for future testing and insures the quality and
reliability of the test; just like the Smarter Balanced Test will do for Montana.  It will assist in
getting the bugs out and making sure we are truly ready for the new and improved testing that is to
come. 


Denying the request would essentially be giving a “W” to the anti-public school faction in
Montana and a black eye for the Department of Education.   Q: Why would the federal government
make schools in Montana take a test that is wholly irrelevant?  A: Because that’s how the Federal
government works.  I find it ironic that the very folks likely objecting to the waiver are the ones
who will be the first to point out the idiocy of taking the CRT on standards that do not exist in
Montana.
 
Please use common sense and grant Montana the waiver.
 
Fred Hofman
Superintendent/Principal
Harrison Public School
P.O. Box 7
Harrison, MT 59735
School: (406) 685-3428
Fax: (406) 685-3430
Cell: (406) 780-1483
fhofman@harrison.k12.mt.us
www.hhswildcats.com
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From: Dana Quenzer
To: OPI Waivers; Chad Sealey; Rick Griffith; Ron Frieh
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:42:43 AM


To Whom It May Concern:


Roundup High School is in support of eliminating double state testing for the 2013-
14 school year.  Our school district has aligned the Math curriculum entirely with the
Common Core State Standards that have been adopted by our state and are
preparing daily for the SBAC test.  Our teachers have worked extremely hard to align
to CCSS in ELA and have changed their instruction to reflect this change.  We are
excited about where we are in following OPI's adoption process and feel that the
CRT would only confuse our staff and students in this difficult transition.  We are
asking that the CRT not be a required test for this school year and that the SBAC be
used since it is aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.


Thank You
Dana Quenzer
Principal
Roundup Public School
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From: Brian Smith
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:54:25 AM


 
 
 
To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Brian Smith, Principal, Twin Bridges K-8 Schools
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From: Jennifer O"Connor
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: WaiverSupport
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:54:02 AM
Attachments: WaiverSupport.docx


 
 


Jennifer O'Connor, Superintendent
Jordan Public  Schools
Box 409, 324 Marguerite Street
Jordan, MT  59337
Phone: 406.557.2259     Fax.  406.557.2778
joconnor@midrivers.com
 
 
Please Be Aware: This message, including any attachments, may contain
confidential or privileged information or information protected by federal
or state law.  If you are not the intended recipient or you believe you may
have received this message by mistake, please contact the sender by reply
email and delete this message from your computer.  Thank you.


P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail! 
 
Go Griz!
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To Whom it may Concern:



I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


1. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


1. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


1. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


1. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


Jordan Public Schools


Garfield County District High School                                                            


  Jordan Elementary School










I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.

Sincerely,




[image: ]





Jennifer O'Connor, Superintendent, Jordan Public Schools


324 Marguerite  Ave 


Box 409


Jordan, MT  59337





Phone	(406) 557-2259


Fax	(406) 557-2778


E-mail	gcdhs@midrivers.com             jes@midrivers.com 


Web site	http://jordanpublicschools.org
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From: Jennifer Urbach
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: no more CRT"s!
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:39:17 AM


To Whom it May Concern:
I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students
to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,
vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


Thanks,
Jennifer Urbach
Special Education Teacher
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From: Joshua Patterson
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:52:56 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


-- 
Josh Patterson
Noxon Public Schools Superintendent 
josh.patterson@noxonschools.com
Ph. 406-847-2442
Fax. 406-847-2232
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From: Kim Faulkinberry
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: In Support of CRT Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:55:19 AM


To Whom It May Concern;
I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students
to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.       Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.      Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.      Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.      Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.      Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 
Respectfully,
Kim Faulkinberry
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From: Lance Melton
To: OPI Waivers
Cc: Parman, Dennis; Eric Feaver; Dave Puyear; Kirk Miller
Subject: MTSBA"s Position on State Superintendent"s Waiver Request
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:54:18 AM
Attachments: MTSBA Comment on Double Testing Waiver.pdf


To Whom it may Concern:


Please accept the attached comments of MTSBA pertaining to the State Superintendent's request for a 
waiver from the double testing requirement of the U.S. Department of Education.  If you have any 
questions, please let me know.


Thank you!


Lance Melton
Executive Director
Montana School Boards Association
863 Great Northern Blvd., Suite 301
Helena, MT  59601
(406) 442-2180
(406) 439-2180 (Cell)
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Montana School Boards Association – 863 Great Northern Blvd., Suite 301, Helena, Montana  59601 



(406) 442-2180 – (406) 442-2194 (FAX) – www.mtsba.org  



Lance L. Melton, Executive Director 



 



 



 
October 1, 2013 



 
Deborah S. Delisle 
Assistant Secretary 
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 
400 Maryland Ave, SW 
Washington, DC 20202 
 
Dear Assistant Secretary Delisle: 



The Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) has proposed to field test the assessments related to the  



new Smarter Balanced Achievement Consortium reading/language arts and mathematics content areas 



aligned to rigorous college- and career-ready standards in the spring of the 2013–2014 school year,.  



Their proposal includes the desire to test all students in Montana in grades 3-8 and 11 with the 



exceptions of students continuing to take the current Science assessment in grades 4, 8, and 10 and the 



CRT Alternate assessment for qualifying students with disabilities. 



The Montana School Boards Association (MTSBA) represents nearly 1500 locally-elected trustees in 



almost every school district in Montana.  Our members are very focused on student achievement and 



they understand the importance of assessing progress.  We believe this is good for the students, 



teachers, and schools in Montana as it will maximize instructional time in our classrooms this school 



year as well as provide an important opportunity for schools to assess their  computer hardware and 



network infrastructure to identify and respond to gaps and needs. Further we believe this action will 



offer a critical professional development opportunity for teachers and administrators as they review the 



delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment in preparation for the official 



rollout of those assessments in 2015.  We want this transition to the 2014-2015 assessment to work and 



to serve the needs of our students.  We believe it makes sense that students will be assessed on the 



standards being taught in Montana classrooms today. 



We hope that you will give the OPI proposal your serious consideration in as timely a manner as possible 



as Superintendent Juneau has shared her intent with education leaders around the state and we are 



awaiting your decision regarding this request. 



Respectfully,  



 



 
Lance Melton 
Executive Director 
lmelton@mtsba.org 













From: chartiers@3rivers.net
To: OPI Waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:51:57 AM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education
from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate
in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the
spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new
online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).
 Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following
benefits to education in Montana:
1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double
testing of students;


2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine
gaps and needs;


3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the
2014-2015 assessment; and


5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in
Montana classrooms.


 Sincerely,
Katie Chartier
4th Grade
Centerville Public School
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From: Jamie Burton
To: OPI Waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:52:48 AM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students
to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and
needs;


3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment;
and


5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


Jamie Burton
4-6 Science
Close Up Advisor
Centerville School
406-736-5167
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From: Malisa Therriault
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Smarter Balance
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:52:58 AM


I am a Special Education teacher in rural Montana. I write to support the waiver request to the
U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to
participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of
2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather
than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT
would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and
needs;


3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment;
and


5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


 Thank you for your time.  


Malisa Therriault
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From: John Overstreet
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:52:01 AM


I am writing to support the waiver request from Superintendent Denise
Juneau to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of
Montana students this coming spring.  We would prefer being involved in
the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium.  The
MontCAS is old news and it doesn't even measure the new common core
standards.  It doesn't make sense to double test our students.  This would
take away valuable time for teaching.
 
Thank you for listening.
John M. Overstreet
Ennis School Superintendent
Ennis, Montana
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