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From: Larry McDonald
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:06:50 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am
very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little
sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board
of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test,
which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we
transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to
focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering
duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana
Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested
waiver.


Sincerely,


Larry McDonald, Principal, Plains Public Schools



mailto:larrymc@blackfoot.net
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From: tim norbeck
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:35:46 AM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing in support of the request for a waiver from State Superintendent Denise
Juneau to the US Department of Education to eliminate the current obligation of the
CRT test this spring.  This year, out schools will be testing using the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  The elimination of the MontCAS
prevents double testing, and provides more instructional time with less time spent on
test administration.


The new SBAC test is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards and will
provide valid assessment of effective learning.  The intent of this variance is to
provide greater flexibility as the transition is made to the SBAC test.  By granting this
variance, teachers will have the ability to adapt instruction to the new standards
rather than using time for administrating CRT assessments, which are not aligned
with the standards set by the Montana Board of Public Education.


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Respectfully yours,


Tim Norbeck, Superintendent
Jefferson High School 


*** This Email was sent by a staff member at Jefferson High School.
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From: Shelby Moody
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support of testing waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:34:19 AM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education
from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to
participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field
test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion
Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would
provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.         Add instructional time for students by eliminating double
testing of students;


2.        Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to
determine gaps and needs;


3.        Provide professional development for teachers as they review
the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC
assessment;


4.        Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-
2015 assessment; and


                  5.        Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in
Montana classrooms.
-- 
-Shelby D. Moody


What we have done for ourselves alone dies with us; what we have done for others and the
world remains and is immortal.  


~Albert Pike



mailto:moody.shelby@gmail.com
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From: lnielsen@mea-mft.org
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Testing Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:29:13 AM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students
to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.         Add instructional time for students by eliminating double
testing of students;


2.        Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to
determine gaps and needs;


3.        Provide professional development for teachers as they review
the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC
assessment;


4.        Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-
2015 assessment; and


5.        Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in
Montana classrooms.


 
 
Larry Nielsen
Field Consultant
MEA-MFT
 
*******************************************************************
Only the individual sender is responsible for the content of the
message, and the message does not necessarily reflect the position
or policy of the National Education Association or its affiliates.
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From: dfladmo@mea-mft.org
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver letter
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 10:56:42 AM


 
 
 
October 1, 2013
 
I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
 
Approving the waiver request would provide added instructional time through elimination of
double testing of students and an opportunity to test computer hardware and networks. 
Additionally, this would provide quality professional development for teachers and administrators,
an effective and efficient transition to the new assessment, and an opportunity to assess Montana
students on standards currently being taught in Montana classrooms.  
 
Sincerely,
 
Diane Fladmo
 
 
Diane Fladmo, director of research and collective bargaining
MEA-MFT, 1232 E 6th Avenue, Helena, 59601
Office Phone:  406-447-1465, Toll free:  800-398-08026
dfladmo@mea-mft.org
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*******************************************************************
Only the individual sender is responsible for the content of the
message, and the message does not necessarily reflect the position
or policy of the National Education Association or its affiliates.
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From: Amy Piazzola
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:10:38 AM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise
Juneau to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of
Montana students in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except
Science) and including all students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC
tests will provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and
administrators so they will better know what to expect the next year.  It is
also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the field
testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-
2013 school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and
educators and students will continue to benefit from those efforts.


-- 
Amy Piazzola
Cayuse Prairie Administrator
406 756 4560 



mailto:mrspiazzola@gmail.com
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From: Beth Schule
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: assessment
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:16:11 AM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,
vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


Beth Schule


6th Grade Teacher at Kalispell Middle School, Kalispell MT


Scanned with Barracuda Firewall Systems.     
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From: Linda Konesky
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: spring testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:38:06 AM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. 
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests. As school test coordinator, I know first
hand how much time it takes out of our regular instructional days to administer tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in
the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state. We will also have
an opportunity to test out our technology infrastructure to make sure it can accommodate the
new computer based assessments.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. 
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.


Sincerely,


Linda Konesky, School Counselor


Centerville Public Schools



mailto:lindak@centerville.k12.mt.us
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From: Rhonda Baker
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Harlem Schools support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:11:10 AM
Attachments: Testing Waiver support.pdf


Here is our letter for our District.
Thanks,
 
Rhonda Baker, Superintendent
"Go Wildcats"  
PO Box 339
Harlem, MT 59526
(406) 353-2289
 


“We are here to Provide a Learning Environment that Encourages Excellence.”
'Wildcat P.R.I.D.E.' - Promote Respect, Independence and Develop Excellence


 
Notice: This e-mail may contain confidential information belonging to the sender which is privileged. The information is
intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this information is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, delete it without copying it and immediately notify the
sender by reply e-mail. Thank you
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From: Elizabeth Williamson
To: OPI Waivers
Cc: Watson, Robert
Subject: Support for the No Double Testing Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:30:28 AM


To whom it may concern,


My name is Elizabeth Williamson, I am a Trustee with the Bozeman Public
Schools. I am writing in full support of the waiver request to the U.S.
Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow
Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  


The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online
assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  I
believe in Common Core Standards and Common Core testing. I am very
concerned with scenarios of "over-testing" during this transition and am in
full support of transitioning to the Smarter Balanced Assessment.  In
summary, eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the
following benefits to education in Montana:


1    Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;


2.   Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps
and needs;


3.   Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.   Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and


5.   Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


Best regards,


Elizabeth Williamson


-- 



mailto:elizr.williamson@gmail.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov
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Elizabeth R. Williamson
406.579.7260








From: Linda Filpula
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:30:24 AM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
Linda Filpula
Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment
Laurel Public School
406-628-3355
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From: WENDY TAGE
To: OPI Waivers
Cc: Me
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:27:47 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Wendy Tage
Trustee Board Chair, Bozeman Public School District #7 
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From: Gibson, Ken
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:25:39 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which
is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Ken Gibson, Assistant Principal, Bozeman Public Schools
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From: C. Scott Anderson
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:23:52 AM
Attachments: testing waiver.docx


Thank you for reading the attached letter on my support for the waiver
from double testing.


Scott Anderson


-- 
C. Scott Anderson
Principal & Director
Billings Career Center
406-281-5343
andersons@billingsschools.org


Please Be Aware:  This message, including any attachments, may contain confidential or privileged
information or information protected by state or federal law.  If you are not the intended recipient or
you believe you may have received this message by mistake, please contact the sender by reply email
and delete this message from your computer.  
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To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.

Sincerely,

C. Scott Anderson, Principal, Billings Public Schools











C. Scott Anderson


Principal and Director


Billings Career Center


andersons@billingsschools.org


406-281-5343
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From: Brent Lipp
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:13:42 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Brent Lipp, Superintendent, Canyon Creek Elementary


-- 
Brent Lipp
Superintendent
Canyon Creek School
3139 Duck Creek Road
Billings, MT 59101
(406) 656-4471
blipp@canyoncreekschool.org
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