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From: Christyl Healy
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: CRT
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:57:44 AM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
Christyl Healy
First Grade
West Elementary
Laurel, Mt.
 



mailto:christyl_healy@laurel.k12.mt.us
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From: Heidi Horak
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:39:25 AM
Attachments: FieldSupport - HH1.gdoc


FieldSupport-HH2.docx.gdoc
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From: Micah Hill
To: OPI Waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:43:41 AM
Attachments: Letter of Support.docx


Please find attached my letter of support to eliminate double testing of Montana’s students in the
Spring of 2014.
 
Thank you,


Micah Hill
Assistant Principal, Glacier High School
Kalispell, MT


Scanned with Barracuda Firewall Systems.     
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Tuesday, October 01, 2013


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


[bookmark: _GoBack]I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to benefit from those efforts.


Specifically, here in Kalispell, we’ve made great strides to embrace the Common Core State Standards and believe in the premise and purpose for which they were created.  Last year in fact, we started designing our own assessments modeled after the Smarter Balance assessments in science.  This year, we’ve added in assessments in Social Studies and will continue that effort.


I am aware that there has been negativity expressed about the Common Core, but that negativity reflects the minority.  I’ve had many conversations with parents and community members including business leaders regarding the Common Core and they fundamentally support the efforts of our public education system to bring relevance to the education we deliver and the purpose of graduating students who have the persistence, determination, education, and applicable skills to bring to post high school studies and careers.


If I can be of more information, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank you for your consideration of our request to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.


Sincerely,



Micah Hill,


Assistant Principal, Glacier High School


Kalispell, MT 59901


406-758-8616


hillm@sd5.k12.mt.us










From: Jason Butcher
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Montana Waiver Request
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:39:38 AM


To Whom it May Concern:


 


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. 
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the
field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. 
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.


Thank you for considering my request.


 


Sincerely,


 


Jason A. Butcher, Superintendent


Lewistown Public Schools


 



mailto:jbutcher@lewistown.k12.mt.us
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From: Jason Butcher
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Montana Waiver Request
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:40:04 AM


To Whom it May Concern:


 


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. 
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the
field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. 
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.


Thank you for considering my request.


 


Sincerely,


 


Jason A. Butcher, Board Chair


Central Montana Learning Resource Center Cooperative


 


 



mailto:jbutcher@lewistown.k12.mt.us
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From: Michael Sherman
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: OPI Testing Wavier Support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:51:41 AM


I am writing to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would
permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion
Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following
benefits to education in Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 
 


Michael Sherman
Flathead High School Counselor
Kalispell, MT  59901
(406) 751-3472
 


Scanned with Barracuda Firewall Systems.     
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From: Elizabeth Williamson
To: OPI Waivers
Cc: Watson, Robert
Subject: Support for the No Double Testing Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:30:28 AM


To whom it may concern,


My name is Elizabeth Williamson, I am a Trustee with the Bozeman Public
Schools. I am writing in full support of the waiver request to the U.S.
Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow
Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  


The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online
assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  I
believe in Common Core Standards and Common Core testing. I am very
concerned with scenarios of "over-testing" during this transition and am in
full support of transitioning to the Smarter Balanced Assessment.  In
summary, eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the
following benefits to education in Montana:


1    Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;


2.   Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps
and needs;


3.   Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.   Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and


5.   Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


Best regards,


Elizabeth Williamson


-- 



mailto:elizr.williamson@gmail.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov
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Elizabeth R. Williamson
406.579.7260








From: Rick Danelson
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:39:59 AM


To it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards


Respectfully yours,


Rick Danelson
Fort Shaw Elementary School Principal



mailto:rdanelson@srvs.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: tim norbeck
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:35:46 AM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing in support of the request for a waiver from State Superintendent Denise
Juneau to the US Department of Education to eliminate the current obligation of the
CRT test this spring.  This year, out schools will be testing using the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  The elimination of the MontCAS
prevents double testing, and provides more instructional time with less time spent on
test administration.


The new SBAC test is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards and will
provide valid assessment of effective learning.  The intent of this variance is to
provide greater flexibility as the transition is made to the SBAC test.  By granting this
variance, teachers will have the ability to adapt instruction to the new standards
rather than using time for administrating CRT assessments, which are not aligned
with the standards set by the Montana Board of Public Education.


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Respectfully yours,


Tim Norbeck, Superintendent
Jefferson High School 


*** This Email was sent by a staff member at Jefferson High School.
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From: Jennifer Perkins
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:57:28 AM


To Whom It May Concern:
 
In regard to testing our students, the Smarter Balanced Assessment seems to be the better option.
Continuing to assess students using the CRT is redundant and inefficient, wasteful and non-
informative. As a teacher, I have made great effort to instruct my students in strategies for critical
thinking, creative problem solving, and comparative analysis. The CRT doesn’t test these skills, and
is just one more test that will take away from time in the classroom. The Smarter Balanced
Assessment is more rigorous and in line with what skills we are developing in my classroom. Please
consider this my full support to assess using Smarter Balanced testing and to NOT assess using the
CRT.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jennifer Perkins
5-8 Music Specialist
Laurel Middle School
406-628-3955
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From: Shelby Moody
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support of testing waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:34:19 AM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education
from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to
participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field
test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion
Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would
provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.         Add instructional time for students by eliminating double
testing of students;


2.        Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to
determine gaps and needs;


3.        Provide professional development for teachers as they review
the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC
assessment;


4.        Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-
2015 assessment; and


                  5.        Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in
Montana classrooms.
-- 
-Shelby D. Moody


What we have done for ourselves alone dies with us; what we have done for others and the
world remains and is immortal.  


~Albert Pike



mailto:moody.shelby@gmail.com
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From: Kultgen - Kent
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver Support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:40:09 AM
Attachments: Double Test Waiver Support Oct 2013.pdf


Superintendent Juneau,
Attached is our letter of support for your waiver request.  If there is anything else I can do, please
do not hesitate to contact me.
 
Thanks,
 
Kent Kultgen Ed.D.
Superintendent
Helena Public Schools
55 South Rodney
Helena, MT 59601
Phone: 324-2001
Fax: 324-2035
Email: kkultgen@helena.k12.mt.us
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Kent Kultgen, Ed.D.           55 South Rodney Street 



Superintendent           Helena, Montana 59601 



                           Phone (406) 324-2001 



                                                                                                                            Fax (406) 324-2035 
  



 



 



 October 1, 2013 



 



 



  



 



 RE:  OPI Waiver Support 



  



 To Whom It May Concern: 



  



 This letter is in reference to Superintendent Juneau’s request to eliminate the possibility of a  



 double test this spring.  The Helena School District supports this request as it is in the best interest        



 of our students.  The advantages of having one test are many, from ensuring our technology capabilities 



 to preparing for the start of the Smarter Balance assessment.  However our students’ education is the 



 number one advantage.  Ensuring optimum time of direct instruction from our quality teachers by only 



 having one test is the best outcome.   Superintendent Juneau’s request will achieve this goal by 



 continuing the students’ schedule of having only one test in the spring.   



 



 Sincerely, 



  



            
 Kent Kultgen, Ed.D. 



 Superintendent 



 













From: Bob Carter
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver request
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:42:51 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium test.   This will allow teachers
increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on
administering duplicate assessments.  I  respectfully request that you grant the
State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Bob Carter, Board Chair, Target Range Elementary & Middle School



mailto:bob.carter@target.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Linda Konesky
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: spring testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:38:06 AM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. 
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests. As school test coordinator, I know first
hand how much time it takes out of our regular instructional days to administer tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in
the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state. We will also have
an opportunity to test out our technology infrastructure to make sure it can accommodate the
new computer based assessments.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. 
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.


Sincerely,


Linda Konesky, School Counselor


Centerville Public Schools
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From: Wendy Strauch
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: waiver support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:56:26 AM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
 
Wendy Strauch
Technology Integration Specialist
Laurel Public Schools
wendy_strauch@laurel.k12.mt.us
406.628.3968
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