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From: Ricketts, Ron J.
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:09:50 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Ron Ricketts
Principal
Kennedy Elementary
 



mailto:RickettsRJ@butte.k12.mt.us
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From: Frank Lavinder
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Test Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:08:14 PM


I support Superintendent Juneau's request to the U.S. Dept. of Education for a
waiver to change current (MontCAS) to (SBAC) which aligns with Common Core.  
Frank Lavinder
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From: Allison Nys
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Testing SBAC
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:14:37 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
 


Allison Nys
Principal
Graff Elementary School
406.628.6916
 



mailto:allison_nys@laurel.k12.mt.us
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From: Pat Cole
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver of the CRT
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:17:53 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
Pat Cole
Resource Teacher
West Elementary School
Laurel, Montana  59044
406-628-3437
 



mailto:pat_cole@laurel.k12.mt.us
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From: Petritz, Kellie R
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:13:20 PM


To whom it may concern,


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. 
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in
the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. 
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.


Thank you!


Kellie Petritz Sullivan



mailto:petritzkr@butte.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Andrea Prevost
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: support for waiver for double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:07:22 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to
administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which
is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer
aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
Andrea Prevost
 
Andrea Prevost
Laurel High School
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From: Chelsea McCann
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: support waiver request
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:10:27 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Hello!
 
I am writing to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would
permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion
Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following
benefits to education in Montana:
 


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,
vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


Thank you for your time and consideration!
C
 
 
Chelsea McCann
Department Head
School Counselor
10th & 12th A-L


 


Scanned with Barracuda Firewall Systems.     
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From: Lori Bremer
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: testing waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:16:53 PM


This email is being sent in support of the double testing waiver being sent by 
Denise Juneau, Montana Superintendent of Public Instruction, to the U.S. 
Department of Education.  If present policy prevails, Montana students will be 
double tested in the spring of 2014, costing students and teacher valuable 
instruction time.  That time would be far better spent on additional instruction, and 
students would be less subject to test weariness which affects scores.


I would encourage the Department to allow all students to participate in the field 
testing of the new SBAC tests.  This experience will benefit students, teachers, 
and administrators.  It is also important that Montana students are well represented 
in the field testing to ensure that the test itself is fair to our students.


Finally, I support continuing the improvement status of schools from the 2012-
2013 school year.  It is imperative to support students and educators in this 
beneficial school improvement effort.


Sincerely,
Lori Bremer
teacher, Red Lodge Schools
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From: Zada Stamper
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: CRT Test
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:59:55 AM


To Whom It May Concern:
 
I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to
administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is
not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering
the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards. 
 
This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards,
rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with
the Montana Board of Public Education's standards. 
 
I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.
 
Sincerely,
 
Zada Stamper
Laurel Community Ed 
Laurel Aviation and Technology Week
410 Colorado Avenue
Laurel, MT 59044
406-628-3343
Fax 406-628-8625
 
“Remember always that you not only have the right to be an
individual, you have an obligation to be one.” Eleanor Roosevelt
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From: Kara McDonald
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:10:42 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
Kara McDonald
Laurel Public Schools



mailto:kara_mcdonald@laurel.k12.mt.us
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From: Rick Griffith
To: OPI Waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:09:12 PM
Attachments: SBAC letter corrected.docx


 



mailto:rickgriffith@roundup.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov



TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:


[bookmark: _GoBack]	Roundup Junior High School is in support of eliminating double state testing for the 2013-2014 school year.  Our staff has worked diligently to align with the Math Common Core State Standards that were adopted by Montana.  The Common Core requires more from our students than our previous standards and the manner in which they will be required to answer questions is much more arduous and in depth.  Our students would have a very difficult time trying to prepare for two tests.  Asking our students to test twice would eliminate precious learning time for our students and would not be in their best interests.  Roundup Junior High is asking that the CRT not be a required test for the 2013-2014 school year.  We have aligned with the Common Core and anticipate taking the SBAC this year.


Sincerely


Rick Griffith


Junior High Dean


Roundup Junior High School







From: Dan Rispens
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: No Double Testing!!!!
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:10:09 PM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. 
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the
field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. 
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.


Thanks!!!!


 


Dan Rispens, Principal


EVMS
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From: Brent Scott
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:07:54 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
Brent Scott
English teacher
Laurel High School
Laurel, MT
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From: Rebecca Scanson
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:58:47 AM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
 
Rebecca Scanson
Laurel High School Math
Exceptional Students…. Every Day!!!
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From: Kristy Flesch
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 11:58:08 AM


To Whom It May Concern,
 
I am in full support of the waiver allowing Montana Public Schools to pilot the Smarter Balanced
Assessment.  I do not support our students taking both the CRT and SBAC. The CRT is no longer
aligned with our new Montana Common Standards and I don’t think our students can handle
taking both assessments.  This would take valuable teaching/learning time away from our schools
and makes no sense to me. 
 
Kristy Flesch
Laurel Public Schools
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