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From: Linda Morgan
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double State Testing Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:36:49 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity
to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC
test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under
the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of
which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Thank you.
Linda Morgan
Canyon Creek School
(406) 656-4471
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From: Kristin Dolechek
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:39:50 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
Kristin Dolechek
Laurel Middle School
Family and Consumer Science
 



mailto:kristin_dolechek@laurel.k12.mt.us
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From: Tammy Lacey
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: In Support of Waiver Request
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:37:12 PM


Dear OPI,
 
As the Superintendent of Great Falls Public Schools, I write to support the waiver request to the
U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to
participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. 
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the
Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).
 
I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the
field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.
 
Additionally, by eliminating the requirement for the CRT, the following benefits to education in
Montana will be realized:


1.        The adding of instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       The testing of computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and


needs;
3.       The provision of professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,


content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       The providing of a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment;


and
5.       The important fact that students will be assessed on the standards being taught in


Montana classrooms.


Tammy Lacey
Superintendent
Great Falls Public Schools
P.O. Box 2429
Great Falls, MT  59403
(406)268-6001
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mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Beth Walsh
To: OPI Waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:31:25 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 



mailto:bwalsh@ehps.k12.mt.us
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From: Ashley Miller
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: NO DOUBLE TESTING!
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:21:38 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 



mailto:amiller@ehps.k12.mt.us
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From: Willhite, Margie O
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: OPI Waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:24:36 PM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. 
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in
the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. 
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.


Margie Willhite


3rd Grade Teacher


Kennedy School


Butte, Montana 59701



mailto:willhitemo@butte.k12.mt.us
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From: Paula Mandeville
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:25:43 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
Paula Mandeville
 
3rd grade teacher
Graff Elementary
Laurel, MT  59044



mailto:paula_mandeville@laurel.k12.mt.us
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From: Dan Schmidt
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:19:49 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Dan Schmidt, Superintendent, Colstrip Public Schools
 



mailto:Dan.Schmidt@colstrip.k12.mt.us
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From: Loyd Rennaker
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:43:21 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  If granted, our teachers will appreciate the
opportunity to teach more of the required curriculum.


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Loyd Rennaker, Superintendent, Darby K-12 Schools


-- 
NOTE:  The information contained in this e-mail is confidential and is intended only for the use of the recipient
named above.  If the reader is not the intended recipient, you are notified that dissemination, distribution or
copying of this information is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender
by telephone or e-mail and delete the message from your computer.  Thank you.
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From: Scott Dubbs
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Supporting the Waiver Request for SBAC Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:29:23 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise
Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium
(SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new
online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1. Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and


needs;
3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,


content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment;


an d
5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana


classrooms.


Ultimately, I believe having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests is a
common sense approach as Montana moves toward the use of the new CCS assessments.  This specific
opportunity will provide valuable testing experience for students, teachers, and administrators; and
allows for having all our students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-
suited and fair to students in Montana.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school-year.  School
improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to benefit from
those efforts.


Scott A. Dubbs


LPS Curriculum (& Assessment) Director


“If you want to build a ship, don't drum up people together to collect wood and don't assign
them tasks and work, but rather teach them to long for the endless immensity of the sea.”  –
 Antoine de Saint-Exupéry


Scott A. Dubbs, Curriculum Director
Lewistown Public Schools
215 South Seventh Avenue, Lewistown, Montana  59457
(406) 535-8777 ext 133   -   www.lewistown.k12.mt.us



mailto:sdubbs@lewistown.k12.mt.us
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From: Shena Wald
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:20:40 PM


I, Shena Wald, write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit
students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test
(CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education
in Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 



mailto:shena_wald@laurel.k12.mt.us
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From: Ruth Uecker
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:45:00 PM


Dear OPI,
 
As the Superintendent of Great Falls Public Schools, I write to support the waiver request to the
U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to
participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. 
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the
Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).
 
I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the
field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.
 
Additionally, by eliminating the requirement for the CRT, the following benefits to education in
Montana will be realized:


1.        The adding of instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       The testing of computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and


needs;
3.       The provision of professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,


content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       The providing of a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment;


and
5.       The important fact that students will be assessed on the standards being taught in


Montana classrooms.


 
Ruth Uecker
Assistant Superintendent K-6
Great Falls Public Schools


1100 4th St. S
Great Falls, MT 59405
406-268-6006 Office
406-750-7466 Cell
ruth_uecker@gfps.k12.mt.us
Follow Me on Twitter
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From: Jodie McIlvain
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: opi waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:35:13 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this spring as our schools begin field testing the
new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested
in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the
CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we
are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public
Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity
to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.
 If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
Jodie McIlvain
 


Jodie McIlvain 7th Grade Science
Jodie_mcilvain@laurel.k12.mt.us
628-3941
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From: Shelly Bailey
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: support of the waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:19:39 PM


 
I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of
2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online
assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to
education in Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and


needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,


content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment;


and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana


classrooms.


 
Shelly Bailey
406-265-9613  Ext. 6314
6th Grade Reading
6th Grade Communication Arts/English
7th Grade Communication Arts/English
“You have BRAINS in your HEAD.
You have FEET in your SHOES.
You can STEER yourself any
DIRECTION you CHOOSE.”
                  Dr. Suess
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From: Sue Lorang
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: test waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:36:58 PM


To whom it may concern,


  I am writing to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would
permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion
Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following
benefits to education in Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and
needs;


3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment;
and


5.     Assess students on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


Thank you for your attention to this matter.


Respectfully, 


Sue Lorang, educator


Centerville Public School



mailto:suel@centerville.k12.mt.us
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