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From: Helen Murphy
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:56:20 PM


To Whom it May Concern:
I am in support of requesting a waiver for the Spring CRT testing.  None of the schools can


make 100% and we need to start getting the students ready for the new SBAC test, that is where
the focus should be. 


 
Thank-you
Helen Murphy
Principal
Circle Schools
Circle, MT 59215


*** This Email was sent by an educator.
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From: Kimberly Dugan
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:47:58 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.
 
As testing coordinator, I understand the stress that students feel while taking the
CRT and consider it unreasonable to ask them to also take the SBAC.  To ensure the
academic success of our students I feel that administering the SBAC is sufficient.


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity
to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC
test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under
the new standards, rather than on administering duplicate assessments, one of
which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards. 


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


 


Kimberly Dugan, School Counselor, Canyon Creek School


-- 
Kim Dugan, M.Ed


 
Guidance Counselor
Canyon Creek School


 
 
 



mailto:kdugan@canyoncreekschool.org
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From: Linda Wright
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:14:25 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
 
 
Linda Wright   (406) 628-3546


Mathematics
Laurel High School
“Exceptional Students… Every Day”
 
It will all work out in the end. If it hasn't worked out yet then it is not the end.
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From: Liz Schwartz
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:05:13 PM


 
To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am
very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little
sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board
of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test,
which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we
transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to
focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering
duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana
Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested
waiver.


Sincerely,
 
 


Liz Schwartz
Spanish/Yearbook Advisor
Speech, Drama and Debate Coach
Laurel Middle School
Laurel, MT 59044
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From: Jonart, Judy M.
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support of the Waiver to US Department of Education
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:15:10 PM


To Whom It May Concern:
 
I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. 
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests.
I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the
field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.
I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. 
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.
 
Respectfully,
Judy Jonart
Superintendent
Butte School District
Butte, Montana 59701
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From: Casey Stone
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:45:30 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to administer
the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes
little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public
Education's standards.


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce red tape
and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers
increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Casey Shryack-Stone
Special Education Teacher
Laurel Middle School
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From: Jonart, Judy M.
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver Request to US Department of Education
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:18:19 PM


To Whom It May Concern:
I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved
waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana
Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide
the following benefits to education in Montana:
1    Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.    Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3    Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,
vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4    Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5    Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.
 
 
Respectfully,
Judy Jonart
Superintendent
Butte School District
Butte, Montana  59701
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From: Casey Stone
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:47:46 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to administer
the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes
little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public
Education's standards.


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce red tape
and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers
increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Casey Shryack Stone
Laurel Middle School
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From: Jan Cahill
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Duel Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:21:12 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing in complete support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of
the obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very
much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to
continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public
Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is
aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Jan Cahill, Superintendent, Arrowhead Elementary
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From: Carter Eash
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Eliminate double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:03:53 PM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. 
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests.
I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in
the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.
I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. 
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.
 
 
Mr. Carter Eash
Kalispell Middle School
www.kmsbiology.com
751-3791
 
"There is only one thing more painful than learning from experience
              and that is not learning from experience." Archibald McLeish
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From: Marianne Llewellyn
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: I support Waiver for Spring CRT
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:56:39 PM


Hello,
 
I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  It makes little sense to continue to require
the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while
we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public
Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and facilitate our transition to the SBAC test.  This would allow teachers
increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on
administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the
Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


Please grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.
 
Respectfully,
Marianne Llewellyn
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From: Judy Salisbury
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: No Double Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 12:55:40 PM


 I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education
from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate
in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the
spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new
online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test
(CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following
benefits to education in Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and


needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,


content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015


assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana


classrooms.


 
 
Judy Salisbury, EVMS Library Media Specialist
“If you have a Garden AND a Library, you have all you need.”  Cicero
"I cannot live without books."  Thomas Jefferson
"To avoid criticism do nothing, say nothing, be nothing."   Elbert
Hubbard
"What is more important in a Library than anything else--than
everything else--is the fact that it exists."  Archibald MacLeish
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From: Brandi Suazo
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: No to duplicate testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:11:19 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
Brandi Suazo
Laurel Middle School
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From: ann@amwelles.com
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:14:19 PM


 
To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards. 


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards. 


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Ann Hokanson
Vice Chair
Harrison School Board
Harrison MT
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From: Julie Espinosa
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:04:51 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
Julie
 
Julie Espinosa
Principal
Clinton School
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