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From: Trisha Carlson
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Please only test our students once.
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:45:32 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I would like to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to administer
the CRT test this spring and instead administer the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC)
test for the purposes of assessing our students and gaining relevant data upon which to reflect and
base future instruction.  Having taught for three years now, I have seen the absolute value of timely
and reliable data about students' skills.  However, I have also seen testing fatigue and how it drains
students of passion for school and deters them from doing their best work.  Furthermore, redundant
testing takes away from valuable learning time.


Please consider allowing schools to give only one of the two tests this year to encourage our students to
do their best and provide the most accurate data about their learning.


Sincerely,


Trisha Carlson
English Teacher
Linderman Education Center
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From: Diane Denney
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:45:33 PM


I support the waiver from double state testing for Montana.
Diane Denney
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From: Gerald Schultz
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:35:23 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. 
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.
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From: Natalie Sorensen
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:34:16 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved
waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana
Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would
provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;


2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and
needs;


3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and


5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


 
 


Natalie Sorensen
Peterson Elementary School
sorensenn@sd5.k12.mt.us
The  information  contained in  this  e-mail message is intended only for the  personal and confidential  use of  the  recipient(s)  named  above.  This  message is a communication and as  such is PRIVILEGED and
CONFIDENTIAL. If  the  reader  of  this  message is not the  intended recipient  or  an agent  responsible for delivering it to the  intended recipient,  this  serves  as  notice to you that you have received  this  document
in  error and that any  review, dissemination, distribution, or  copying of  this  message is strictly prohibited. If  you have received  this  communication in  error, please delete  the  original  message and any
attachments, as  well as  all copies thereof, and notify me immediately via e-mail at  sorensen@sd5.k12.mt.us .  Thank you.
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From: Deb Burfeind
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:27:03 PM


 
I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit
students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test
(CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to
education in Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 
Deb Burfeind
KMS Guidance Counselor
"The mountains are calling, I must go."  John Muir
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From: Annette Hart
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:48:54 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. 
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;


2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps
and needs;


3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and


5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


-- 


Annette Hart
Superintendent
Judith Gap Public Schools
P.O. Box 67
Judith Gap, MT 59453
406-473-2211
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From: lheld@shieldsvalleyschools.org
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support the waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:36:16 PM


I am the K-12 Professional School Counselor and the testing coordinator
for my small district. I have been coordinating assessment since before
the implementation of the CRT and have studied the transition to the SBAC
assessment carefully. Our district has been working hard for the past
several years aligning our curriculum to the common core state standards.
I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of
Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to
participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field
test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion
Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would
provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double
testing of students;


2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine
gaps and needs;


3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the
2014-2015 assessment; and


5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in
Montana classrooms.


Sincerely,
Lisa Held
Shields Valley Schools
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From: ddawson@montana.com
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:35:04 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education
from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate
in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the
spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new
online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).
 Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following
benefits to education in Montana:
1.       Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;
2.      Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and
needs;
3.      Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.      Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and
5.      Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


Thanks for your consideration
Dawn Dawson
Benton Lake School
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From: Erin Buyske
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Eliminate double state testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:35:49 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Erin Buyske, Title 1, Canyon Creek Elementary
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From: Linda Filpula
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: FW: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:26:09 PM


 
 
Linda Filpula
Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment
Laurel Public School
406-628-3355
 
From: Linda Wright 
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:14 PM
To: 'opiwaivers@mt.gov'
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
 
To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
 
 
Linda Wright   (406) 628-3546


Mathematics
Laurel High School
“Exceptional Students… Every Day”
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It will all work out in the end. If it hasn't worked out yet then it is not the end.
 








From: Brent Edgmond
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Hello from Laurel High School!
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:44:58 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to administer
the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes
little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public
Education's standards.


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce red tape
and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers
increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Brent Edgmond
School Counselor
Laurel High School
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From: Dave Puyear
To: OPI Waivers
Cc: Parman, Dennis; "Feaver, Eric [MT]"; "Lance Melton"; "Kirk Miller"
Subject: MREA Letter to Asst. Sec. Delisle
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:35:48 PM
Attachments: OPI-DoubleTestLtr10-1-13.pdf


Please include the ATTACHED letter from MREA and the schools we represent across Montana.
 
 
Dave Puyear
Executive Director
Montana Rural Education Association (MREA)
P.O. Box 1612
Helena MT 59624
Office: 406.443.2629
Fax:406.449.0985
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    MONTANA RURAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 



Dave Puyear     P.O. Box 1612 



Executive Director              Helena, MT  59624 
      Phone:   406-443-2629        



      FAX:    406-449-0985      



      E-mail:   dpuyear@mrea-mt.org      
 
 
 
October 1, 2013 
 
Deborah S. Delisle 
Assistant Secretary 
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 
400 Maryland Ave, SW 
Washington, DC 20202 
 
Assistant Secretary Delisle: 
 
The Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) has proposed to field test the assessments related to the 
new Smarter Balanced Achievement Consortium reading/language arts and mathematics content areas.  
 
It is our understanding that the  proposal includes the desire to test all students in Montana in grades 3-8 
and 11 with the exceptions of students continuing to take the current Science assessment in grades 4, 8, 
and 10 and the CRT Alternate assessment for qualifying students with disabilities. 
 
The Montana Rural Education Association (MREA) represents small and rural school communities across 
Montana that are committed to  the core principle of  “local control” of our schools as outlined in the 
Montana state constitution.  From this perspective then, MREA makes no apologies for often disagreeing 
or challenging OPI here in Montana on a wide variety of educational issues. 
 



It is significant then to note that in this situation that MREA supports this proposal from State 



Superintendent Juneau and our OPI.  The proposal simply makes “common sense” to busy 



educators, students and parents across our state.  It has very strong, state-wide support  from 



virtually all sectors of those actually engaged in and supporting public education here in Montana. 
 
We would hope that you would contact our State Superintendent as soon as possible in approving this 
proposal. 
 



 
Dave Puyear 
Executive Director 
 



 













From: Driscoll, Larry F
To: OPI Waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:28:06 PM
Attachments: opismarterbal..docx


In support of eliminating double assessment.
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									October 1, 2013








I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


[bookmark: _GoBack]I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to benefit from those efforts.





									Larry Driscoll


									Principal, East Middle School


									Butte, Montana







From: Karly Tait
To: OPI Waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:34:04 PM


To Whom it May Concern:
 
I am writing to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would
permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion
Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following
benefits to education in Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,
vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


Thank you,
 
 
Karly Tait
6th Grade Math-Kalispell Middle School
406-751-3873
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