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From: John Gorton
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: District Assessment
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:59:30 PM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau
to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students
in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all
students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC),
there will be more instructional time for students and less time spent on
administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will
provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will
better know what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our
students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited
and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013
school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and
students will continue to benefit from those efforts.


-- 
                                                                                        
John Gorton, Principal
Lincoln Elementary School
Miles City, MT  59301
(w)406-234-1697
(f) 406-234-2081
(c) 406-853-3068
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From: Kirsten Pevey
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:54:37 PM


To whom it may concern, 


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. 
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests.
I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the
field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. 
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.


Sincerely, 


Kirsten Pevey
Kalispell Middle School
205 Northwest Lane
Kalispell, MT 59901
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From: Kirk Miller
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Fwd: FieldSupportTemplate01
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:08:12 PM
Attachments: FieldSupportTemplate01.docx


Kirk J. Miller
SAM Executive Director
Sent from my iPhone


Begin forwarded message:


From: Laurie Salo <lsalo@belgradeschools.com>
Date: October 1, 2013 at 12:30:28 PM PDT
To: "samkm@sammt.org" <samkm@sammt.org>
Subject: FieldSupportTemplate01
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[bookmark: _GoBack]I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


6. Provide days of additional instructional to our students who are required to take the CRT alternate tests due to their disabilities. 





Laurie Salo 


Special Services Director 


Belgrade Public Schools 


Belgrade, MT 59714







From: Thad Kaiser
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:06:33 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Thad Kaiser, Superintendent, Chester-Joplin-Inverness PS



mailto:tkaiser@cji.k12.mt.us
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From: Chris Bilant
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:54:23 PM


To Whom it may Concern:
 
I am writing to support State Superintendent Denise Juneau's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this spring 2014 as our schools (hopefully) begins field testing the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  It remains important for Montana Schools
to participate in effective assessment of learning; to require the CRT test while field testing the
SBAC pulls students away from learning opportunities by testing twice.  Additionally, the CRT is not
aligned with the Montana Common Core Standards (MCCS), while the SBAC test is aligned with the
MCCS. 
 
This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce red
tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow
teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on
administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board
of Public Education's standards. 
 
I respectfully request that you grant State Superintendent Denise Junear's requested waiver.
 
Sincerely,
 
Chris Bilant
Federal Projects Director
Kalispell School District#5
233  1st Avenue East
Kalispell, Montana 59901
(406)751-3421
bilantc@sd5.k12.mt.us
 
 
This e-mail may contain confidential information belonging to the sender which is privileged.  The information is intended only for
the use of the individual or entity named above and is not to be released to anyone without specific permission from the sender.  If
you have received this transmission in error, delete it and immediately notify the sender by reply e-mail.  Thank you.
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From: Patty Hodges
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:06:33 PM


 
To Whom it may Concern:


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
Mrs./ Mme Hodges
French Teacher
Flathead High School
644 Fourth Avenue West
Kalispell, Mt 59901
(406)751-3520
 


Saisissez notre esprit!
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From: Jerry Scott
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:04:49 PM


As Carbon County Superintendent of Schools and chairman of the Yellowstone West Carbon County
Special Services Co-Op, I fully support and have great hope that Montana's request to have our students
take one exam,the SBAC, be approved. The CRT exams will
not help our students and schools be ready for the future and Montana's common core standards.


Thank you,


Jerry Scott.


Sent from my iPhone
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From: April Boveng
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:00:52 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 


April Boveng
IB Teacher, CAS Coordinator
Flathead High School
751-3567
bovenga@sd5.k12.mt.us
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From: Tony Kloker
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:57:01 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Tony Kloker, Superintendent, Montana City Elementary



mailto:tonykl@metnet.mt.gov
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From: Kelli Turner
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:56:37 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of
Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students
to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC)
field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit
students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana
Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT
would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 
 
Kelli Kyger-Turner
5th Grade Educator
Peterson Elementary
kygerk@sd5.k12.mt.us
The only way for me to fail, is to not help you to succeed!!
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From: Charles Smith
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:55:02 PM
Importance: High


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Respectfully yours,


Dr. Charles Watson Smith Jr., Principal, Heart Butte K-12 Schools


  



mailto:charles@heartbutteschool.com
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From: LeeAnn Burke
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:54:50 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


LeeAnn Burke, Principal, LaMotte Elementary


-- 
LeeAnn Burke, Principal
LaMotte School
841 Bear Canyon Rd.
Bozeman, MT 59715
406-586-2838
lburke@lamotteschool.com
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From: Janet Weston
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:54:32 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to
administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective assessment of
learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is
aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce
red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will
allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on
administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board
of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
Janet Weston, 4th Grade Teacher 


-- 
Janet Weston
4th Grade Teacher
Canyon Creek School
 


"Education is not the filling of a bucket, but the lighting of a fire."
- W B Yeats
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From: Josh Mouat
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:08:59 PM


To whom it may concern:


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. 
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the
field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. 
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.


 


Sincerely,


Josh Mouat, 3rd Grade Teacher, Kalispell Public Schools
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From: Jeri Heard
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:56:13 PM
Attachments: testing.docx


Please see the attachment as it pertains to Montana State testing obligations.


-- 
Jeri Heard
Highland School Principal
729 Parkhill Drive
BIllings, MT  59102
281-6285


Please be aware:  This message, including any attachments, may contain confidential
or privileged information or information protected by federal or state law.  If you are
not the intended recipient or you believe you may have received this message by
mistake, please contact the sender by reply email and delete this message from your
computer.
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October 1, 2013








[bookmark: _GoBack]To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.

Sincerely,

Jeri Heard, Principal, Billings Public Schools
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