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From: j cohenour
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Assistant Sec of Education
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:22:49 PM


Assistant Secretary Deborah S. Delisle, 
Washington DC 


Dear Ms Delisle,
 The OPI has proposed to field test the assessments related to the
Smarter Balanced Achievement Consortium reading/language arts and
mathematics content areas aligned to rigorous college- and career-ready
standards in the spring of the 2013-14 year.    Their proposal includes the
desire to test all students continuing to take the current Science
assessment in grades 4, 8, and 10 and the CRT Alternative assessment for
qualifying students with disabilities.  


We believe this is good for the students, teachers, and our schools in
Montana as it will maximize instructional time in our classrooms this
school year as well as provide an important opportunity for schools to
assess their computer hardware and network infrastructure to identify
and respond to gaps and needs. Further we believe this action will offer a
critical professional development opportunity for teachers as they review
the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment in
preparation for the official rollout of those assessments in 2015. Also this
move will afford the most effective and efficient transition to the 2014-15
assessment; and equally important students will be assessed on the
standards being taught in the Montana classrooms today. 


We hope that you will give the OPI proposal your serious consideration in
a timely manner as possible as Superintendent Judeau has shared her
intent with education leaders around the state and we are awaiting your
decision regarding this request.  


Respectfully,
Joe Cohenour
Trustee, Helena Public Schools
Director, Montana School Boards Association
Chair, AA Caucus of Schools


Sent from my iPad



mailto:utopiamt@optimum.net
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From: Grabowska, Dan
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: CRT waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:36:11 PM


To Whom It May Concern:
I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of
Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students
to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC)
field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit
students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana
Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT
would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel F Grabowska
Principal
Florence-Carlton High School
5602 Old Highway 93
Florence, MT  59833
406-273-6301 phone
406-273-2643 fax


BE SAFE     BE RESPONSIBLE     BE RESPECTFUL
Mission Statement:  


Florence Carlton parents, school, and community will provide a safe, respectful environment that
strives to prepare all students to become responsible, life-long learners by empowering them with
the integrity, knowledge, and skills to contribute to a changing world. 


 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This  e-mail message, including any attachments, is  for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and
privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is  prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-
mail and destroy all copies of the original message.
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From: j cohenour
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: OPI waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:22:43 PM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double
testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the
MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of
the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more
instructional time for students and less time spent on administration of
tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC
tests will provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and
administrators so they will better know what to expect the next year.  It
is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the
field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our
state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the
2012-2013 school year.  School improvement will continue to be
supported and educators and students will continue to benefit from those
efforts.
Respectfully,


Joe Cohenour


Trustee, Helena Public Schools


Director, Montana School Boards Association


Chair, AA Caucus of School Districts.  


Sent from my iPad



mailto:utopiamt@optimum.net

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Pat Ashworth
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:38:03 PM


10/1/2013


 


To Whom It May Concern:


 


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 


Sincerely,


 


Pat Ashworth


Special Services Department Chair


Flathead High School


Kalispell MT  59901


406-751-3513


ashworthp@sd5.k12.mt.us
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From: Bill Moe
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:36:44 PM


I prefer to do the SBAC, one test, thank you.
Bill Moe
5th Grade Teacher
Libby, MT



mailto:moeb@libbyschools.org
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From: Nathan Schmitz
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:35:54 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Nathan Schmitz, Middle School Principal, Elder Grove Elementary


-- 
Nathan Schmitz
schmitz@eldergrove.k12.mt.us
406-656-2893 ext. 500
Middle School Principal/ Athletic Director
 
Home of the Elder Grove Outlaws
Outlaw Pride, Generations of Success, Striving for excellence



mailto:schmitz@eldergrove.k12.mt.us
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From: Melissa Liebig
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:35:46 PM


As a parent to 3 school aged children and as a school employee I write to support the waiver
request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana
students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the
spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT
would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


Thanks,
 
 
Melissa Liebig
Peterson School
Office Manager
Ph. (406) 751-3737
Fax (406)751-3740
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From: Bob Connors
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:24:20 PM
Attachments: PastedGraphic-1.tiff


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the 
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing 
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much 
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to 
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's 
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the 
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an 
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to 
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on 
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative 
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public 
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


-- Bob
______________________________
Bob Connors, Superintendent
Glasgow Public Schools
Box 28 -- 200 7th Street North
Glasgow, MT  59230
Twitter:  @_Bob_Connors
(w)  406-228-2406
(f)  406-228-2407
(c)  406-381-4604


CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
The information in this message is intended only for the addressee or the addressee's authorized agent. The message may contain 
information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise exempt from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended 
recipient or the recipient's authorized agent, then you are notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this message is 
prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please reply to the sender and then delete the message.
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From: Lake County School Sup
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:24:02 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Michelle Wood 
Lake County Superintendent of Schools 
Lake County Courthouse 
106 Fourth Avenue East  
Polson, MT 59860-2187   USA


(406) 883-7262
lacosupt@lakemt.gov
www.lakecounty-mt.org/schools/
 
You measure yourself by the people who measure themselves by you.
                                        Carter Chambers in "The Bucket List"
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From: Lynette Johnson
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:18:07 PM
Attachments: image003.png


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


 
Lynette Johnson
Organic Chemistry/Chemistry Teacher
Flathead High School
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From: Shelli Hilde
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:39:35 PM


To Whom it May Concern:
 
This email serves as a request to eliminate the CRT assessments for School Dist #5 – Kalispell for this
year as it is not aligned with the new Montana State Common Core Requirements.  As such, the
school district is scheduled to administer the Smarter Balance Assessment this spring which is aligned
to the MCCS.  I feel it is inappropriate to be testing our students on standards which are no longer
practiced since the realignment; therefore, taking away from quality teaching/learning opportunities to
instruct to our new standards.  We need more instructional time to make this transition into the MCCS
and more learning performance task time to teach our students this new core of standards in which we
want our students to comprehend.  Therefore, I request for SD #5 to no longer administer the CRT
assessments.  Thank you.
 
Shelli Hilde
Peterson Elementary
Kalispell MT
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From: G2
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver request filed by Denise Juneau
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:41:08 PM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double
testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the
MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of
the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more
instructional time for students and less time spent on administration of
tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC
tests will provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and
administrators so they will better know what to expect the next year.  It
is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the
field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our
state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the
2012-2013 school year.  School improvement will continue to be
supported and educators and students will continue to benefit from those
efforts.


 


Thank you for your consideration.


Tom Burgess
Helena, Montana 


Sent from my iPhone
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From: Johnson, Susan M
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:19:47 PM


 
Hillcrest Elementary


3000 Continental
Butte, Montana 59701


 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern,
I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
Sincerely,
Susan Johnson
Principal, Hillcrest Elementary
 
 
Susan Johnson
Principal
Hillcrest Elementary
(406) 533-2850
 
This message is intended only for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s). All information
contained herein is Confidential and Privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any use, dissemination, disclosure or copying of this communication is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please destroy all copies
of this message and its attachments and notify us immediately.
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From: j cohenour
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: opi waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:22:43 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education
from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to
participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field
test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion
Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would
provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1    Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;


2.    Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine
gaps and needs;


3    Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4    Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and


5    Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.
Respectfully,


Joe Cohenour
Trustee, Helena Public Schools
Director, Montana School Boards Association
Chair, AA Caucus of Schools


Sent from my iPad
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From: Jeff Hornby
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: testing variance
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:28:16 PM


To whom it may concern:
 
I am writing in support of the waiver being requested by State Superintendent, Denise Juneau.  At
Kalispell Middle School, we take great stock in assessment data and have utilized various pieces of
data (CRT, MAP, Gates-MacGinitie, CBAs, etc…) with regard to our entire student population to
guide our decision making.  Last year we invested portions of early dismissal time, team meetings,
department meetings, department head meetings and other meetings as needed to learn the
aspects of, develop, implement and review performance tasks as we prepare for the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  Due to the direction our building, district and state
will be moving in the near future, we will not benefit from administration of the CRT as we once
did.  This is why I strongly support this variance being requested by Superintendent Juneau. 
Granting this variance will allow our teachers to continue their focus on the SBAC style of
assessment which has lead our staff to increased levels of collaboration and incredible instructional
strategies.  Our district has also invested a great deal of time and effort into understanding and
making adjustments with regard to the Common Core Standards and the SBAC is aligned to those
standards giving us a clear gauge on those instructional practices we are currently employing. 
 
I respectfully request that you grant Montana this wavier.  We will participate in whatever the
SBAC has to offer this spring and school developed performance tasks as the information we glean
from these assessments will be of greater significance to future instruction. 
 
Sincerely,
 
  Jeff Hornby
  Assistant Principal
  Kalispell Middle School
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