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From: Mike Thiel
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: CRT Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 3:11:38 PM
Attachments: letter.doc


Please find a copy of this letter on letter head attached.


 


October 1, 2013


Deborah S. Delisle


Assistant Secretary


Office of Elementary and Secondary Education


400 Maryland Ave, SW


Washington, DC 20202


 


Dear Assistant Secretary Delisle:


The Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) has proposed to field test the assessments
related to the  new Smarter Balanced Achievement Consortium reading/language arts and
mathematics content areas aligned to rigorous college- and career-ready standards in the
spring of the 2013–2014 school year,.  Their proposal includes the desire to test all students
in Montana in grades 3-8 and 11 with the exceptions of students continuing to take the
current Science assessment in grades 4, 8, and 10 and the CRT Alternate assessment for
qualifying students with disabilities.


We believe this is good for the students, teachers, and schools in Montana as it will
maximize instructional time in our classrooms this school year as well as provide an
important opportunity for schools to assess their  computer hardware and network
infrastructure to identify and respond to gaps and needs. Further we believe this action will
offer a critical professional development opportunity for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment in preparation for the
official rollout of those assessments in 2015.  Also this move will afford the most effective
and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and equally important students will
be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms today.


We hope that you will give the OPI proposal your serious consideration in as timely a
manner as possible as Superintendent Juneau has shared her intent with education leaders
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October 1, 2013



Deborah S. Delisle



Assistant Secretary



Office of Elementary and Secondary Education



400 Maryland Ave, SW



Washington, DC 20202



 



Dear Assistant Secretary Delisle:



The Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) has proposed to field test the assessments related to the  new Smarter Balanced Achievement Consortium reading/language arts and mathematics content areas aligned to rigorous college- and career-ready standards in the spring of the 2013–2014 school year,.  Their proposal includes the desire to test all students in Montana in grades 3-8 and 11 with the exceptions of students continuing to take the current Science assessment in grades 4, 8, and 10 and the CRT Alternate assessment for qualifying students with disabilities.



We believe this is good for the students, teachers, and schools in Montana as it will maximize instructional time in our classrooms this school year as well as provide an important opportunity for schools to assess their  computer hardware and network infrastructure to identify and respond to gaps and needs. Further we believe this action will offer a critical professional development opportunity for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment in preparation for the official rollout of those assessments in 2015.  Also this move will afford the most effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and equally important students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms today.



We hope that you will give the OPI proposal your serious consideration in as timely a manner as possible as Superintendent Juneau has shared her intent with education leaders around the state and we are awaiting your decision regarding this request.



Respectfully,


Mike Thiel, President
Kalispell Education Association
1082 Rocky Meadows Trail
Kalispell, MT 59901
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around the state and we are awaiting your decision regarding this request.


Respectfully,


Mike Thiel, President
Kalispell Education Association
1082 Rocky Meadows Trail
Kalispell, MT 59901








From: Bob Moore
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: FieldSupportTemplate02
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 3:02:25 PM
Attachments: FieldSupportTemplate02.docx


 



mailto:bmoore@manhattan.k12.mt.us
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To whom it may concern,


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for students and less time spent on administration of tests. As an administrator at the secondary level, I have continued to witness the erosion of instructional time due to state and federal testing requirements. Stopping the process of daily learning to administer multiple tests does not make pedagogical sense and I have long advocated for classroom based multiple measures of student progress instead of one-shot tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to benefit from those efforts.


Sincerely,


Robert P. Moore


Principal


Manhattan HS







From: Pilcher, Tammy
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Letter of support from HEA
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 3:02:21 PM
Attachments: OPI Waiver Letter.docx


Attached is my letter in support of the waiver.


TP
Tammy Pilcher
HEA President
MEA-MFT Vice President
MT AFL-CIO President
406.442.0570



mailto:tpilcher@helena.k12.mt.us
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October 1, 2013


Deborah S. Delisle


Assistant Secretary


Office of Elementary and Secondary Education


400 Maryland Ave, SW


Washington, DC 20202


 


Dear Assistant Secretary Delisle:


The Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) has proposed to field test the assessments related to the  new Smarter Balanced Achievement Consortium reading/language arts and mathematics content areas aligned to rigorous college- and career-ready standards in the spring of the 2013–2014 school year.  Their proposal includes the desire to test all students in Montana in grades 3-8 and 11 with the exceptions of students continuing to take the current Science assessment in grades 4, 8, and 10 and the CRT Alternate assessment for qualifying students with disabilities.


We believe this is good for the students, teachers, and schools in Montana as it will maximize instructional time in our classrooms this school year as well as provide an important opportunity for schools to assess their computer hardware and network infrastructure to identify and respond to gaps and needs. Further we believe this action will offer a critical professional development opportunity for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment in preparation for the official rollout of those assessments in 2015.  Also this move will afford the most effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and equally 








important students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms today.


We hope that you will give the OPI proposal your serious consideration in as timely a manner as possible as Superintendent Juneau has shared her intent with education leaders around the state and we are awaiting your decision regarding this request.


Respectfully,





Tammy Pilcher


HEA President


MEA-MFT Vice President


MT AFL-CIO President 


406-442-0570
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From: whssup@midrivers.com
To: OPI Waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 3:13:23 PM


To Whom It May Concern:
I strongly support your efforts to do away with the MontCAS testing to
satisfy what  is left of NCLB.  It we are forced to administer this test
in the year that no one, with the exception of the possibility of a single
room school house has to pass, we would be telling our staffs,
communities, and most important our students that you have failed! We have
excellent  students at our school and I will be damned if  anyone thinks I
am going to relate that kind of info to anyone within our community and
school system.  Thank you for you time.
Don Johnson
Superintendent
Winnett School District #1



mailto:whssup@midrivers.com
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From: Mike Radakovich, Supt
To: OPI Waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 3:30:13 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of
the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin
field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense
to continue
to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public
Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned
with the
Board of Public Education's standards.


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity
to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition
to the SBAC
test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction
under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one
of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's
standards.


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested
waiver.


Sincerely,


Mike Radakovich,Supt.  Brockton Schools



mailto:mradak@nemont.net
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From: Betty Darr
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: SBAC and CRT Spring 2014
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:45:56 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise
Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium
(SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new
online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:
1. Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and
structure of the SBAC assessment;
4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of Montana students,
Betty Darr
Language Arts Coach
Striving Readers Grant
Russell Elementary School
Kalispell School District #5
darrb@sd5.k12.mt.us
250-2387
Leaving a legacy of lifelong learning


Scanned with Barracuda Firewall Systems.
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From: Sara Hull
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: SBAC test, please!
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:53:27 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. 
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.      Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;


2.     Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps
and needs;


3.     Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.     Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and


5.     Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


As both an educator and a parent, I fully support Superintendent Juneau and would
greatly prefer my students and children participate in the SBAC test next spring!


 


Sincerely,


Sara Hagen Hull, MSSE


-- 
Sara Hagen Hull
Independent Living teacher, Bench Elementary
BEA Representative
Choir accompanist, Castle Rock Middle School
Boys' Soccer team parent, Skyview High School
hulls@billingsschools.org
281-6203



mailto:hulls@billingsschools.org
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From: Penelope Ladd
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:58:36 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to administer
the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes
little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public
Education's standards.


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce red tape
and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers
increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
Penelope Ladd
Para Educator
Graff Elementary School
Laurel, MT.
628-6916



mailto:penelope_ladd@laurel.k12.mt.us
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From: Heather Dalla Betta
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:42:51 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise
Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium
(SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new
online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:
1. Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and
structure of the SBAC assessment;
4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


Heather Dalla Betta


Scanned with Barracuda Firewall Systems.
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From: Kristi Molm
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:58:52 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
 


Kristi Molm
5th grade teacher
Laurel Middle School
406.628.3918
 



mailto:kristi_molm@laurel.k12.mt.us
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From: Sue Brown
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver letter
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:41:49 PM
Attachments: Brown - OPI Waiver Support Letter.pdf


Please accept the attached letter of support for the requested waiver.


Thank you,
Sue Brown



mailto:suebrown.mt@gmail.com
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1	
  October	
  2013	
  
	
  
To	
  Whom	
  It	
  May	
  Concern:	
  
	
  
As	
  an	
  English	
  Language	
  Arts	
  teacher	
  with	
  thirty-­‐six	
  years	
  of	
  experience,	
  I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  add	
  
my	
  voice	
  of	
  support	
  to	
  the	
  request	
  made	
  by	
  Montana’s	
  Superintendent	
  of	
  Public	
  Instruction	
  
Denise	
  Juneau	
  for	
  a	
  waiver	
  that	
  would	
  allow	
  the	
  ending	
  of	
  our	
  NCLB	
  MontCAS	
  assessments	
  
this	
  year	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  begin	
  SBAC	
  assessment	
  of	
  our	
  Montana	
  Standards	
  for	
  English	
  
Language	
  Arts	
  and	
  Mathematics.	
  	
  Switching	
  to	
  the	
  SBAC	
  assessments	
  (and	
  dropping	
  the	
  
NCLB	
  MontCAS	
  testing)	
  this	
  year	
  is	
  advantageous	
  for	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  reasons	
  as	
  outlined	
  
below.	
  
	
  



• The	
  cost	
  of	
  administration	
  of	
  assessments	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  duplicated	
  in	
  an	
  era	
  of	
  
limited	
  resources.	
  



• The	
  time	
  devoted	
  to	
  assessments	
  and	
  preparation	
  for	
  the	
  assessments	
  is	
  significant,	
  
and	
  duplication	
  of	
  time	
  required	
  to	
  give	
  both	
  SBAC	
  and	
  NCLB	
  MontCAS	
  tests	
  comes	
  
directly	
  out	
  of	
  instructional	
  time.	
  



• Testing	
  stress	
  for	
  children	
  is	
  real,	
  and	
  to	
  duplicate	
  that	
  stress	
  needlessly	
  (especially	
  
for	
  elementary	
  grades)	
  is	
  unwarranted.	
  



• Moving	
  to	
  SBAC	
  testing	
  the	
  year	
  before	
  it	
  will	
  be	
  required	
  allows	
  schools	
  to	
  test	
  
their	
  equipment	
  and	
  their	
  infrastructure	
  and	
  avoid	
  unforeseen	
  problems	
  down	
  
the	
  road.	
  



• SBAC	
  assessments	
  are	
  aligned	
  to	
  the	
  curriculum	
  currently	
  in	
  place,	
  and	
  testing	
  a	
  
year	
  early	
  allows	
  a	
  check	
  of	
  the	
  adequacy	
  of	
  our	
  instruction	
  and	
  curriculum	
  
implementation,	
  thus	
  allowing	
  for	
  adjustments	
  to	
  be	
  made	
  at	
  the	
  district	
  and	
  
classroom	
  levels	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  first	
  year	
  of	
  required	
  SBAC	
  testing.	
  



• SBAC	
  assessments	
  provide	
  performance	
  tasks	
  that	
  ask	
  students	
  to	
  apply	
  
knowledge	
  to	
  real	
  life	
  scenarios,	
  a	
  component	
  missing	
  on	
  the	
  NCLB	
  MontCAS	
  tests.	
  



• One	
  cycle	
  of	
  testing	
  with	
  SBAC	
  in	
  all	
  testing	
  grades	
  will	
  help	
  to	
  eliminate	
  the	
  fear	
  of	
  
the	
  unknown,	
  allowing	
  educators	
  and	
  students	
  to	
  have	
  more	
  confidence	
  in	
  their	
  
own	
  abilities	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  rigor	
  of	
  the	
  new	
  Montana	
  Standards.	
  



	
  
On	
  all	
  levels,	
  granting	
  Montana	
  Superintendent	
  Juneau’s	
  request	
  for	
  waiver	
  to	
  end	
  NCLB	
  
MontCAS	
  testing	
  this	
  year	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  begin	
  SBAC	
  testing	
  makes	
  sense.	
  	
  I	
  encourage	
  you	
  to	
  
act	
  favorably	
  on	
  that	
  request.	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  



	
  
Susan	
  K.	
  Brown	
  
Flathead	
  High	
  School	
  English	
  Department	
  Head	
  
Kalispell,	
  MT	
  59901	
  
406-­‐862-­‐6656	
  (h)	
  	
  suebrown.mt@gmail.com	
  













From: Ken Larson
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support of Superintendent Juneau
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:49:31 PM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 


 


Sincerely


Ken Larson


Principal


Conrad High School


406-278-3285



mailto:ken.larson@conradschools.org
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From: Shirley Olson
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 3:16:33 PM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S. 
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the 
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for 
students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide 
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to 
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in 
the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year.  
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to 
benefit from those efforts.


Shirley M. Olson
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From: Bob and Candy
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 3:04:56 PM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am
very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little
sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board
of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test,
which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we
transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to
focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering
duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana
Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested
waiver.


Sincerely,


Robert Estill, Board Chair, Lima K-12 Schools



mailto:restill@3rivers.net
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From: Christine Striefel
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:42:01 PM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
Christine Striefel
Laurel Middle School
English 7



mailto:christine_striefel@laurel.k12.mt.us
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