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From: Janice Stranahan
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:46:11 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Janice Stranahan, Principal, Corvallis K-12 Schools
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From: Mark Halgren
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver Support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:45:04 AM


This letter is in support of the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education
from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. 
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather
than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for
the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:
 


·          Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
·         Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
·         Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
·         Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
·         Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


I am also in favor of duplicating the current AYP status for the 2014-15 school year. It
is an educationally sound move and is worthy of support by those who believe in
student learning. I would hope that we can make decisions based on educational
rationale and not political reaction.
 
Thanks for your consideration,
 
Mark Halgren
 
 
 


Mark Halgren
Curriculum Director - (406) 924-2008
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From: Kim Pawlak
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver for CRT test
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:54:53 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. I am
very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little
sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of
Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test,
which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards. 


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we
transition to the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to
focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering
duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana
Board of Public Education's standards. 


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested
waiver.


Sincerely,


Kim Pawlak, Board Chair, Philipsburg K-12 Schools



mailto:kimpawlak@hotmail.com
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From: Mike Magone
To: OPI Waivers
Cc: Kirk Miller
Subject: support letter from Lolo
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:47:39 AM
Attachments: common core SBAC letter 100113.doc


Hope the attached letter is of assistance.  Thank you!
 
M
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DATE:
October 1, 2013



TO:
Montana Office of Public Instruction




US Department of Education



FROM:
Dr. Michael Magone, Superintendent



RE:
Common Core/Smarter Balanced Assessment perspective



Please accept this letter in support of Montana Superintendent of School Denise Juneau’s waiver request to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  By approving such waiver request, Montana students would be able to participate in a new on-line assessment rather than spending more useless time administering/taking the outdated and less beneficial Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  



Lolo School District began its adoption of the Common Core standards in reading and math over a year ago, firmly believing that the improved curriculum would result in enormous benefits and improvements for teacher instruction and student learning.  We are eager to have a statewide assessment which reflects the new standards and which more aptly responds to/reflects students’ learning levels.



Hand in hand with granting a waiver would be the elimination of the then unnecessary CRT requirement, otherwise students would be double tested, with the CRT assessment providing little to no value to the end goal given the advantages provided by the Smarter Balanced Assessment.



Additionally, the granting of the waiver and focusing on the SBAC would allow Montana schools to test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs and firm up or establish the professional development needed for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment.



In summary, if Montana’s waiver request is granted, it will be more able to provide an effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment.  The challenges of moving to the new assessment alone are tremendous for schools – please allow us to do so without having to wrestle with the time, effort, cost and stress burdens of the second and unnecessary CRT exam.



Thank you for your consideration of this matter.





Dr. Michael A. Magone, Superintendent



Lolo School District



District Office: 406.273.0451



Middle School Office: 406.273.6141



Elementary Office: 406.273.6686







Fax: 406.273.2628







Lolo School District #7



11395 Highway 93 South



Lolo, MT 59847







www.lolo.k12.mt.us







    “Learn Today, Lead Tomorrow!”
















From: Marylor
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: support of waiver of the Montana CRT
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:54:36 AM


 


I’m a proud and grateful graduate of free public education in Montana and I’m one more
Montanan asking you to approve OPI Superintendent Juneau’s request to the U.S. Department of
Education to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014, rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced
Test (CRT). The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the CRT. Eliminating the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.       Eliminate double testing thereby freeing instructional time for students;


2.      Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine
gaps and needs;


3.      Strengthen teachers’ professional development by freeing time to
review the SBAC assessment;


4.      Allow time for a smooth transition to the 2014-2015 SBAC
assessment; and


5.      Assess students on the standards already being taught in
Montana classrooms.


 


  –Marylor Wilson, graduate of Billings Senior High School.   


 



mailto:marylor@montana.com
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From: Jeff Greenfield
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: testing waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:54:00 AM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the
U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the
spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in
the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more
instructional time for students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know
what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools
represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our
state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school
year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will
continue to benefit from those efforts.


Sincerely,
 
Jeff Greenfield



mailto:jeffgrnfld@yahoo.com
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From: jflynn
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:46:07 AM


To OPI officials:
 
I am writing in support of the waiver to allow Montana students to take only the Smarter Balanced
Assessment in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the requirement to take the CRT’s, we will allow
students to focus on the Smarter Balanced tests and develop familiarity with the test form which
will be required in upcoming years.  This will also allow for more instruction time by our teachers,
since extra days won’t be lost to a second full testing effort. 
 
As a testing coordinator in a district which participated in the Smarter Balanced pilot program last
spring, I have become increasingly aware of the need for our students to have as much experience
as possible with the new testing format, in order for them to be successful in 2014-2015.  Last
year, the double testing in our district took 6-7 full or partial days out of students’ and teachers’
instructional time.  Approval of the waiver for No Double Testing would eliminate this overload on
our students and instructors.
 
Thank you for your efforts to allow us to focus on the new testing format.  Please continue to
pursue the No Double Testing waiver.
 
Jill Flynn
Testing Coordinator
Townsend Schools



mailto:jflynn@townsend.k12.mt.us
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From: Larry Markuson
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double State Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:48:14 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to
administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is
not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering
the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer
aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Larry Markuson, Superintendent, Augusta Public Schools



mailto:lmarkuson1@hotmail.com
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From: Dave Smith
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double Testing Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:44:53 AM


USED,
 
 
 
I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. 
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests.
I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the
field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.
The decision to move into the Common Core Standards has already been made and it has been an
educationally sound decision.  Any efforts counter to a successful implementation of CCS is
detrimental to the education of our students.  By allowing us to move into the SBAC we will
acquire necessary knowledge to structure our learning tasks at the end of this year and be well
prepared for next year.  If forced to complete the CRT’s then we lose focus on what has already
been decided for the direction of education—Common Core Standards and the SBAC.
I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. 
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.
 
Thank you.
 
 
David Smith, Principal
Saddle Peak Elementary School
(406)924-2760
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From: Mark McMurray
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Duplicate Testing Requirement
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:56:41 AM


All,
 
I am writing to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.
 
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the
Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide
the following benefits to education in Montana:
 


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 
While I fully support the evaluation of our educational process through the use of standardized
testing the requirement that we give a test that is outdated and due to be eliminated is wrong.  We
all know that no school will reach 100% proficiency and the process has become a joke.  To require
us to give both the CRT and SBAC is not a good use of our students educational time.
 
 
Mark McMurray
Junior High Principal
Activities Director (7-12)
(406) 626-2750
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From: Roger Britton
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: FieldSupportTemplate01 (3)
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:52:47 AM
Attachments: FieldSupportTemplate01 (3).docx
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[bookmark: _GoBack]I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.







From: Rhonda Long
To: OPI Waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:58:44 AM


I am writing to support the waiver request made by Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education.  The waiver asks that we  allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  If the waiver is
approved it would enable students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana
Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  By eliminating the requirement for the CRT, the following benefits
to education in Montana would happen:  additional instruction time would be given to students
since they would be only tested once, the computer hardware and network infrastructure would
be tested, the transition to Common Core Standards and assessment would be smoother, and the
students would be tested on the standards being taught in our Montana classrooms.


Sincerely,


 


Rhonda Long
Fergus County Superintendent of Schools
712 West Main, Suite 104
Lewistown, MT 59457
(406)535-3136
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From: Heidi Dykman
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: No Double Testing Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:47:54 AM
Attachments: OPI.docx


No Double Testing Waiver



mailto:hdykman@harrison.k12.mt.us
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I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to benefit from those efforts.


Sincerely,
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From: Dorothea Wood
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for No Double Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 9:01:57 AM


To Whom It May Concern,


I am writing to support State Superintendent Juneau's  request for a waiver of the obligation to
administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective assessment of
learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with
the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which
is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce
red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will
allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on
administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana
Board of Public Education's standards.  Requiring children to complete weeks of testing due to
bureaucratic issues is not good practice. 


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Dorothea Wood, Curriculum Director, Columbia Falls Public Schools
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