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From: Jake Haynes

To: OP1 Waivers
Subject: CRT VS. SBAC
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:47:25 AM

| support the waiver request to not allow double testing in the state of Montana. Please eliminate
the requirement for the CRT and allow us to prepare for the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium test in the Spring of 2014. The CRT is broken and beyond repair. It is time to move
towards the future preparing students and teachers for the SBAC test!

Thank you for your consideration.

Jake Haynes
Frenchtown High School Principal
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From: Lance Boyd

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:53:52 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.
Sincerely,

Lance Boyd, Principal, Great Falls Public Schools

Lance Boyd
Principal, Sunnyside Elementary
268-7118

If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.
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From: Deb Hayes

To: OPI Waivers

Subject: FieldSupportTemplate01

Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:41:31 AM
Attachments: FieldSupportTemplate01.docx

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message, including any attachments, may contain confidential or privileged
information or information protected by state or federal law. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution
is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient or you believe you may have received this message by mistake,
please contact the sender by reply e-mail and delete / destroy all copies of the original message. Billings Catholic
Schools, 120 S 34th Street, Billings, MT, USA, www.billingscatholicschools.org
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I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.





Sincerely,


Deb Hayes 


Principal at St. Francis Primary





From: Andrea Meiers
To: OP1 Waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:53:11 AM

Good morning,

| am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests. Developmentally, administering high
stakes tests to students twice during a single school year is a poor choice and is not in the best
interests of students.

I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators, so they will better know what to
expect the next year. Itis also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the
field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state. Further, participating in
the SBAC during field testing will ensure we are prepared to administer the tests when they count
toward our AYP status.

With implementation of the Common Core, we should be giving an assessment that is aligned.
Giving the MontCAS would be unfair to Montana students as we have already aligned instruction
to the Common Core standards. Students will be able to demonstrate what they know and can do
in relation to the Common Core standards if given the opportunity to participate in the SBAC. | also
support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. School
improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to benefit
from those efforts.

Respectfully,

Ardrea Meiors

LMS Principal
406.628.6919

The Lawrel Sehool Distrivt i dedicated to the indinidual develipment of cach student every
c/c% without exoeplion, ’
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From: Scott Montgomery

To: OP1 Waivers
Subject: OPI Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:41:54 AM

| write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:

1. Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;

2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;

3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,

vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and

Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms

Scott Montgomery
628-3934

Beat Texas
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From: Nikki Williams

To: OP1 Waivers

Subject: Request for SBAC, not CRT

Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:43:57 AM
Hello,

| write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education
from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate
in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring
of 2014. The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online
assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits

to education in Montana:
1. Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;

2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine
gaps and needs;

3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;

4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and

5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.

Sincerely,

Nikki Williams

7<aﬁ3pe// Middle School

71% Grade T:nﬂﬁyﬁ L’a@mye Arts
(406) 751-3819

Scanned with Barracuda Firewall Systems.
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From: Kathy Dunn

To: OP1 Waivers
Subject: Support Waiver Request
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:58:14 AM

I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education
from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to
participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field
test in the spring of 2014. The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion
Referenced Test (CRT). Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would
provide the following benefits to education in Montana:
1. Add instructional time for students by eliminating double
testing of students; I spent 36 years in classrooms in Montana
and across the nation and overseas. Testing used to be done in
the fall and a week of instruction was lost then. The shift to
spring testing meant a week was lost in the spring interrupting
intense instructional time. A second test in the spring would
deprive the students of another week of instructional time. Not
wise to have duplicate testing!!!!
2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to
determine gaps and needs;
3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review
the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC
assessment;
4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-
2015 assessment; THIS REASON IS THE STRONGEST
REASON to NOT TEST TWICE!!! Teachers need to know what
is going well this year so next year will be better.
5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in
Montana classrooms.

Respectfully,

Kathy Dunn

Retired Teacher (after 36 years in K-8 settings)
Substitute Teacher - Current

University Supervisor for Student Teachers - Current
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From:
To:

Matt Schriver
OP1 Waivers

Subject: Support for waiver from double testing

Date:

Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:56:21 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am
very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little
sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board
of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test,
which is aligned with the Board of Public Education’s standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we
transition to the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to
focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering
duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana
Board of Public Education’s standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested
waiver.

Sincerely,

Matt Schriver, Superintendent, Fairview Public Schools
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From: Jerry Feller

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:42:58 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education’s
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

The variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity
to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC
test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under
the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of
which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.

Jerry Feller
Fergus High School Principal
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From: Panasuk, Vicky

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:54:25 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent’'s requested waiver.
Sincerely,

Vicky Panasuk, Principal, Glendive Public Schools
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From: Rita Chvilicek

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:53:31 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.
Sincerely,

Rita Chvilicek
Superintendent
Turner Schools
PO Box 40
Turner, MT 59542

rchvilicek@turner.k12.mt.us
406-379-2315
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From: Cynthia Clary

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:51:46 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent Juneau's request for a waiver of
the obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. While I am
interested in effective assessment of learning, it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test as it is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards. My district prefers to only administer the SBAC test, which is aligned
with the Board of Public Education's standards and will provide a more accurate
assessment of our instructional program.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.
Sincerely,

Cynthia

Dr. Cynthia Clary
Superintendent

Bigfork School District #38
406-837-7403 office
406-314-2771 cell
406-837-7407 fax
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From:
To:

christine oster
OP1 Waivers

Subject: Support for waiver from double testing

Date:

Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:50:30 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am
very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little
sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board
of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test,
which is aligned with the Board of Public Education’s standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we
transition to the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to
focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering
duplicate assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana
Board of Public Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested
waiver.

Sincerely,

Chris Oster, Board Chair, Yaak Elementary
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From: Andy Carlson

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:48:33 AM

To Whom it may Concern,

| am writing to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. The approved waiver would permit
students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test
(CRT). Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education
in Montana:

=

Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;

2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;

3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,
vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;

4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and

5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classroom:s.

Superintendent Juneau’s request makes sense for Montana’s schools and students. | respectfully
request that you grant the Superintendent’s requested waiver.

Sincerely,
Andy Carlson, Superintendent, Havre Public Schools

Andy Carlson

425 Sixth Street

PO Box 7791

Havre, MT 59501
1.406.265.4356
Havre Public Schools
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From: Jim Baldwin

To: OP1 Waivers
Cc: Jim Baldwin
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:47:26 AM

To Whom It May Concern:

| am writing to support the State Superintendent’s request for a waiver of the obligation to
administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.

I am very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue
to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education’s standards while
we are also administering the

SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce red
tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow
teachers increased time to

Focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education’s
standards.

| respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent’s requested waiver.
Working together for the needs of all children,
James A. Baldwin

Superintendent of Schools
Choteau Public Schools
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From: Loren Dunk

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:47:26 AM

You can use the following as a template or just write a short email of your own:
To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am
very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little
sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board
of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test,
which is aligned with the Board of Public Education’'s standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we
transition to the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to
focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering
duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana
Board of Public Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested
waiver.

Sincerely,

Loren Dunk, Superintendent, Power Public Schools
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From: Les Meyer

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:45:52 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

Thank you for taking the time to consider our encouragement to support the State
Superintendent's request for a waiver to administer the CRT test this Spring. We will be utilizing
the Smarter Balance Assessment and by requiring students to take both assessments will be very
time consuming. Time is crucial, especially in the spring time and two tests will take precious
time away from both the teachers and students. The CRT test is not aligned with the Board of
Public Education's standards; whereas the Smarter Balance Assessment is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce
red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test. If granted, it will
allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on
administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana
Board of Public Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.

Sincerely,

Les Meyer, Superintendent, Fairfield Public Schools
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From: Dan Farr

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:57:37 AM

To: Mr. Arne Duncan, U.S. Secretary of Education
Department of Education Test Coordinator Personnel

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test which would allow the Sidney School District to
field test the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. The
Sidney School District supports effective assessment of learning but it makes little
sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of
Public Education's standards. Ultimately, this steals time from students that could
be better used to help students learn and to let teachers teach.

Educational testing of students should not be a quid-pro-quo situation, rather a
common sense situation that removes this unnecessary duplication, increases time
on curriculum, reduces testing costs, and allows districts to use personnel more
efficiently.

| respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver
and engage in actions that are in the best interests of student learning.

Sincerely,
Daniel T. Farr, Ed.D.

Superintendent of Schools
Sidney Public Schools
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From: Patricia Rosenleaf

To: OP1 Waivers
Subject: Test waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:48:00 AM

As a teacher of 34 years' experience in Montana, | am writing in support of the waiver to be sent
from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double
testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. In 2003, when | was ending my teaching
career, | could see the testing looming on the horizon for the seniors that | taught. Although |
had made my decision to retire earlier, | also knew that | could not go along with the testing
environment that | saw developing. Students need to do more than be prepared for tests.
Without the double exams of NCLB, students will have more time for real instruction. |think
having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide valuable
experience for the students, for teachers, and for administrators, so they will better know what
to expect the next year. It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in
the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.

I think educators, in general, will continue to support school improvement, and educators and
students will continue to benefit from those efforts.

Sincerely,

Patricia A. Rosenleaf
Great Falls
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From: Sweeney - Susan

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: no double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:51:55 AM

| write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:

1. Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;

2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;

3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,

vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.

Respectfully,

Susan Sweeney
Principal

Broadwater Slementary School
900 tholling Ave,

Helena, NT” 57601

406 -324-1130

TAX: 406-324-113L

Cell: 431-2431
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From: Ashley Fusaro

To: OP1 Waivers

Subject: waiver request

Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:40:32 AM
Hello,

| write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. The approved waiver would permit students
to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in

Montana:
1.

2.

3.

4,

5.

Thanks,

Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;
Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;

Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,
vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;

Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and

Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.

Ashley Fusaro

Scanned with Barracuda Firewall Systems.
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