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From: tigger0031imt@gamail.com on behalf of Jessica McWilliams

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:10:50 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which
is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test. If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent’'s requested waiver.
Sincerely,

Jessica McWilliams

Jessica McWilliams
Garfield County Supt.
PO Box 28

Jordan, MT 59337
(406) 557-6115

Please Be Aware: This message, including any attachments, may contain confidential or privileged information
or information protected by federal and/or state law. If you are not the intended recipient or you believe you
may have received this message by mistake, please contact the sender by reply email and delete this message

from your computer. Thank You.
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From: John Mazzola

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:16:36 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to
administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is
not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering
the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education’s standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test. If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards,
rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with
the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.

Sincerely,

Johw P. Maggola

Technology Coordinator
Frenchtown School District #40
Tel. (406) 626-2608

Cell (406) 214-7424
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From: Debra Ferris

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:14:03 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.
Sincerely,

Debra Ferris, Director of Special Services, Havre Public Schools

Deb Ferris, Special Ed Director
Havre Public Schools/Robins Administration

425 6™ Street/P.0. Box 7791
Havre, MT 59501

Ph: (406) 265-4356

Fax: (406) 265-8460

Cell: (406) 390-2580

Email: ferrisd@havre.k12.mt.us
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From: Kevin Kenelty

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:13:50 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.
Sincerely,

Kevin Kenelty, Principal, Ronan Public Schools

Kevin Kenelty

Ronan HS Principal

(406) 676-3390
kevin.kenelty@ronank12.edu
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From: Jason Slater

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:13:08 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent’'s request for a waiver to
prevent double testing this year. This is a great for our state to show
leadership in this area and make a decision that is in the best interest of our
students and public schools. If the waiver request is granted we will be able to
focus on the Smarter Balanced Test and be better prepared for the following
year. Preparing students and staff for the new test and not having to split our
focus between two assessments this year would relieve student and staff
stress. The CRT benchmark of 100% proficiency is not realistic and will not
benefit public schools. The end result of this year's CRT test will be increased
public scruitiny of our school systems and endless communication about a test
that has everyone set up to fail. Lets support our public schools and move
forward.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested
waiver.

Sincerely,

Jason Slater, Superintendent, Thompson Falls Pub Schools

Jason Slater
Thompson Falls, MT
School Superintendent
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From: Bonnie Lower

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:11:17 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.
Sincerely,

Bonnie Lower, Superintendent, Willow Creek Public Schools

Bonnie Lower

Willow Creek Schools

PO Box 189

Willow Creek, MT 59760
(406) 285-6991 ext. 121
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From: Cynthia Davidson

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:11:08 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.
Sincerely,

Dan Johnston, Principal, Victor K-12 Schools
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From:
To:
Cc:

Grinnell Day Chief
OP1 Waivers

McKenna Russ

Subject: Support for waiver from double testing

Date:

Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:04:28 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue
to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education’s
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with
the Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition
to the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.
Sincerely,

Grinnell Day Chief, Board Chair, Heart Butte K-12 Schools
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From: Bruce Grubbs

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:02:48 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent’'s requested waiver.

Sincerely,

Bruce Grubbs

Executive Director

RESA4U/Southwest Montana School Services
PO Box 6669

404 W. Main St.

Bozeman, MT 59771-6669

bgrubbs@resadu.or

Office: 406-624-3336

Cell: 406-570-7467

WwWw.resa4u.org
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From: Jerry Thompson

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:01:12 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent’'s requested waiver.

Sincerely,

Jerry Thompson, Superintendent
Rapelje Schools

GO GRIZ!!
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From: Jim Hansen

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:18:16 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education’s standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.
Sincerely,

Jim Hansen, Superintendent, Broadus Public Schools
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From: Katie Barcus

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:10:51 AM

To whom it may concern:

| write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. The approved waiver would permit students
to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:

1. Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;

2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and
needs;

3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;

4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment;
and

5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.

Sincerely,
Katie Barcus- Kuka
3rd Grade Teacher

Browning Elementary School
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

DeVoe, Linda

OP1 Waivers

Waiver

Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:07:19 AM

To Whom It May Concern:

| write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in

Montana:

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;

Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,
vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;

Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.

Linda DeVoe
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From: Natalee Rowe

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: comments about testing waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:10:41 AM

To Whom It May Concern,

| write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. The approved waiver would permit students
to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:

1. Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;

2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and
needs;

3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;

4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment;
and

5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.

Thank you,
Natalee Rowe

Natalee Rowe
BES 3rd Grade Teacher
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From: Dale Olinger

To: OP1 Waivers
Subject: input letter
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:13:34 AM

To whom it may concern:

| am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests.

| think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year. Itis also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the
field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.

| also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year.
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.

Sincerely,

Dale Olinger, Principal
Lolo Elementary



mailto:daleo@lolo.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov



