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From: Miller, Bill
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support Waiver Request
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 6:55:20 AM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1. Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and
needs;


3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content, 


4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment;
and


5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


-- 
Bill Miller
Glendive Public Schools
Technology Coordinator
(406) 377-2555 ext 121
Glendive, Mt. 59330



mailto:millerb@glendiveschools.org
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From: Branstetter, Joshua
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for one test
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 6:51:31 AM


To Whom It May Concern:


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau
to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students
in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the Montana Criterion Referenced Test
(CRT) and including all students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for students and less time
spent on administration of tests.  This is valuable time that can be spent in the
classroom focusing on the new Common Core Standards.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will
provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will
better know what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our
students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited
and fair to students in our state.
I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013
school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and
students will continue to benefit from those efforts.


Mr. Josh Branstetter
Principal
Whitefish Middle School



mailto:BranstetterJ@wfps.k12.mt.us
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From: Corey Austin
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:19:07 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to
administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which
is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer
aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Dr. Corey Austin
Superintendent
Target Range School
District #23
 



mailto:corey.austin@target.k12.mt.us
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From: Caryl Cox
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:15:38 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the
new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. I am very much interested
in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the
CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while
we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public
Education's standards. 


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity
to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC
test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the
new standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is
no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards. 


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Caryl Cox, Board Chair, Polson Public Schools



mailto:carylcox@centurytel.net
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From: Cal Ketchum
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:15:24 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the 
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing 
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much 
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to 
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's 
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the 
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an 
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to 
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on 
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative 
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public 
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Cal Ketchum, Superintendent, West Valley Elementary



mailto:cketchum@westvalleyschool.com
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From: Dave Mahon
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:14:03 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Dave Mahon, Principal, Baker K-12 Schools



mailto:mahond@baker.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Follmer,Christy
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:13:38 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Christy Follmer, Board Chair, Baker K-12 Schools


 
 
 


The information in this email may be confidential and/or privileged. This email is intended to be reviewed by only the individual or
organization named above. If you are not the intended recipient or an authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any review, dissemination or copying of this email and its attachments, if any, or the information contained herein
is prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify the sender by return email and delete this email from
your system.
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From: Dan Jamieson
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:11:45 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field
testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am
very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little
sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board
of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test,
which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we
transition to the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to
focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering
duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana
Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested
waiver.


Sincerely,


Dan Jamieson, Superintendent, Shepherd Public Schools


PLEASE BE ADVISED:  This message, including any attachments, may contain 
confidential or privileged information, or information protected by federal 
or state law.  If you are not the intended recipient or you believe you may 
have received this message by mistake, please contact the sender by reply 
email and delete this message from your computer.
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From: Aaron Griffin
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:09:24 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Aaron Griffin, Principal, Frenchtown K-12 Schools



mailto:griffina@ftsd.org

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Ron Gruber
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double Testing Not Needed
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 6:49:06 AM


 
Good Morning,
 
I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather
than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). Eliminating the requirement for
the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1. Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;


2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps
and needs;


3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and


5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


Please don't make all the students in Montana take both tests and lose out on
valuable teaching time.
 
Thank you,
Ron Gruber 


-- 
Director of Bands
Shelby High School
1001 Valley Street
Shelby, MT 59474
406-424-8910 ext.2220
ron.gruber@shelby.k12.mt.us



mailto:ron.gruber@shelby.k12.mt.us
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From: Lael Calton
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:19:40 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,
 
 
Ms. Lael L. Calton, Superintendent
West Yellowstone School District
PO Box 760
411 N. Geyser St.
West Yellowstone, MT  59758
(406)646.7617 phone
(406)646-7232 fax
 



mailto:lcalton@westyellowstone.k12.mt.us
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From: Martha Kohl
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: I support the request for a waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:14:39 AM


As a parent of a child attending public school, I am so pleased OPI is requesting this waiver. Our
students are over tested and we already lose too many instructional days to testing.


Thank you for taking this step.


Martha Kohl


Sent from my iPhone



mailto:mskohl@bresnan.net

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Lauri Tokerud
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:18:52 AM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. 
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests and costs associated with it doubled.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in
the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. 
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.  School improvement is important, is happening and will continue to
happen.


Lauri Tokerud


Shelby High School Science Teacher



mailto:lauri.tokerud@shelby.k12.mt.us
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From: Branstetter, Joshua
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: In Favor of One Test
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 6:58:34 AM


To Whom It May Concern:


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.
 The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and
needs;


Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and


Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


Thank you for your consideration.


Mr. Josh Branstetter
Principal
Whitefish Middle School


Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;



mailto:BranstetterJ@wfps.k12.mt.us
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From: Tim Tharp
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:06:54 AM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. 
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests.
I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in
the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.
I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. 
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.
 
 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Tim Tharp, Superintendent/HS Principal/AD
Sunburst Public Schools
P O Box 710
Sunburst, MT  59482
 
(w) 406-937-2811
(f) 406-937-2828
(h) 406-937-4500
(c) 406-788-3168
@MontanaTimTharp
http://www.sunburstschools.net
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From: Navas, Sharon
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: In support of waiver request
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:18:18 AM


October 1, 2013


Dear Superintendent Juneau:


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. 
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.      Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;


2.     Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps
and needs;


3.     Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.     Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and


5.     Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


I am very pleased that you are seeking the waiver, as I believe it benefits students
and teachers in Montana.  Thank you for doing this on our behalf.


Sincerely,


Sharon Navas


Principal, Meadowlark Elementary, Bozeman



mailto:sharon.navas@bsd7.org
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From: Mark Irvin
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: letter of support for SBAC testing in 2013-14
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:09:45 AM
Attachments: SAM letter to support SBAC 2013.doc


Please see attached letter.



mailto:mirvin@boxelder.k12.mt.us
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October 1, 2013:



To Whom It May Concern:



I am writing to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:



1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;



2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;



3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;



4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and



5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.



Thank you for your consideration.



Sincerely,



Mark Irvin



Mark Irvin



Elementary Principal



Box Elder Public Schools








From: Chad Johnson
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Letter of Smarter Balanced Support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:10:00 AM
Attachments: Letter to Support Smarter Balanced.pdf


To Whom It May Concern:
 
Please find attached the letter of support from Twin Bridges Schools regarding the upcoming
Smarter Balanced Assessments.
 
Respectfully,
 
Eldon C Johnson
Superintendent/HS Principal
Twin Bridges K-12 Public Schools
PO Box 419
Twin Bridges, MT  59754
School: (406) 684-5656
Fax: (406) 684-5458
 
 


CONFIDENTIALITY -- This message is intended to be confidential and directed only to the person/entity as
addressed above.  Furthermore, the contents of this message and any attachments hereto may be subject to the
client privilege and/or work product doctrine and should not be disclosed to other parties or distributed/copied in
any way.   If you have received this message by error, please reply by e-mail to inform us and delete any copies
from your hard drive. Thank you.
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From: Cristine Steinbacher
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 6:50:30 AM


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. 
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in
the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. 
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.


Cristine Steinbacher


Special Educator


Shelby High School



mailto:cristine.steinbacher@shelby.k12.mt.us
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From: Kathy Heisler
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: No Double Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:04:34 AM


To Whom It May Concern;


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau
to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students
in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all
students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC),
there will be more instructional time for students and less time spent on
administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will
provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will
better know what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our
students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited
and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013
school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and
students will continue to benefit from those efforts.


Respectfully,     


Kathy Heisler   


-- 
Kathy Heisler, Superintendent
Lincoln K-12 Schools
Box 39
Lincoln, MT  59639
(406)362-4201
kheisler@lincoln.k12.mt.us



mailto:kheisler@lincoln.k12.mt.us
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From: Ron Goodman
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: SBAC testing instead of CRT
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:13:41 AM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1. Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and
needs;


3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment;
and


5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


If we are going to move to MCCS then we should start preparing to take the test
that will measure those standards.  Why spend one more year taking a test that will
not be what we are teaching toward.


Sincerely,
-- 
Ron Goodman
Libby Elementary School Principal
Libby, MT 59923
406.293.5803
goodmanr@libbyschools.org



mailto:goodmanr@libbyschools.org
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