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From: Darin Hannum

To: OP1 Waivers

Subject: Letter of Support for OPI

Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:28:50 AM
Attachments: OPI letter of support.docx

Thank you for all of your time, efforts and work to support all students and educators.

Darin Hannum
Superintendent
Box Elder Schools
352-4195



mailto:d_hale1973@yahoo.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov
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Darin Hannum 
205 Main St


Box Elder, Montana 59521


352-4195(w)


390-2865(c)





To Whom It May Concern;





I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.





I believe the efforts of Denise Juneau and her OPI staff are in the best interest of Montana Students and the Educational Community.





Thank you 








Darin Hannum


Superintendent


Box Elder Schools








From: Joe McMahon
To: OP1 Waivers
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:25:18 AM

Office of Public Instruction
Helena, MT.

To Whom it May Concern,

| write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:

1. Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;

2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;

3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,

vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;
4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.

To be required to continue to assess standards that are no longer current seems illogical. Time is
short in all Montana classrooms. The Smarter Balanced Assessment field test will provide a valid
field trial of a testing system that is not only new in design, but also will test the technological
capabilities of all Montana Districts.

Thanks for your time,

Joe McMahon
Radley Elementary Principal
East Helena, MT.



mailto:jmcmahon@ehps.k12.mt.us
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From: Rowling - Dawn

To: OPI Waivers

Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:28:57 AM
Attachments: image001.png

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education’s standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.

Sincerely,

Dawn Rowling, Assistant Principal
Helena High School

1300 Billings Ave.

Helena, MT 59601

406.324.2203 (w)
406.324.2201(f)

drowling@helena.k12.mt.us




mailto:DRowling@helena.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov
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From: Jamie Lannen

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:28:13 AM

To Whom it may Concern,

I am writing in support of the State Superintendents request to waiver the
administration of the CRT test in 2014. This test is being replaced with the SBAC test and
it makes no sense to double test our students. We spend to much time preparing for
these test taking as it is let alone taking two tests. The CRT test is not recognized for the
MBPES anyway. Please consider this request.

Jamie Lannen
Chairman, Shields Valley Schools



mailto:livangus@wispwest.net
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From: Craig Mueller

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:28:08 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

| am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to
administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much interested in effective assessment of learning
but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of
Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is alighed with
the Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce red
tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow
teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on
administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board
of Public Education's standards.

| respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.

Sincerely,

Craig V. Mueller

Principal — Havre High School
P.O Box 7791 / 900 18th Street
Havre, MT 59501

(406) 395-6202




mailto:muellerc@havre.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov




From: Dennis Gerke
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:25:22 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent’'s requested waiver.
Sincerely,

Dennis Gerke, Superintendent, Centerville Public Schools



mailto:dennisg@centerville.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov




From: Farber, Ross

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:24:32 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.
Sincerely,

Ross Farber, Superintendent, Glendive Public Schools



mailto:farberr@glendiveschools.org

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov




From: Rich Moore

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:23:54 AM

Topic: OPI waiver for Montana
To Whom it may Concern:

I am the superintendent of the Livingston School district. |1 know that the our State
Superintendent has requested a waiver of the obligation to administer the CRT test
this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) test. As a superintendent, | see many advantages of moving to
the SBAC this spring. | believe that taking two high stakes tests this spring would
be poor practice.

Please allow this variance request. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time
to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering
duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board
of Public Education's standards.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Rich Moore, PhD

Superintendent,
Livingston Public Schools



mailto:Rich.Moore@livingston.k12.mt.us
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From: John Miller

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:22:05 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.
Sincerely,

John Miller, Principal, Poplar Public Schools

John Jay Miller
Poplar Middle School Principal

400 4t Avenue West
PO Box 458

Poplar, Montana
Phone: 406-768-6730
Fax: 406-768-6802
Cell: 406-768-8185



mailto:millerj@poplar.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov




From: Craig Barringer

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:20:50 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

Conrad School’s devote a lot of time to high quality assessments of our children
already, through MAPS tests, STAR tests, and other standards based tests. Having
our children take four more days of assessments with the CRT exams is not a
productive use of the learning time we have with our students. With MAPS tests and
STAR tests we gain far more usable data that result in real student achievement.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.
Sincerely,

Craig Barringer, Superintendent, Conrad Public Schools



mailto:craig.barringer@conradschools.org

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov




From: Kathy Heisler

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:20:32 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.
Sincerely,

Kathy Heisler, Superintendent, Lincoln K-12 Schools

Kathy Heisler, Superintendent
Lincoln K-12 Schools

Box 39

Lincoln, MT 59639
(406)362-4201
kheisler@lincoln.k12



mailto:kheisler@lincoln.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov
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From: Tobin Novasio

To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:29:30 AM

To Whom it may Concern:

I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test. | am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.

This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test. If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.

I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.
Sincerely,

Tobin Novasio, Superintendent, Lockwood Elementary

Tobin Novasio

Superintendent

Lockwood Schools

"Legendary Education, Lasting Foundation, Limitless Future!”

Lockwood Schools Superintendent | Scoop.it



mailto:novasiot@lockwoodschool.org

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov
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From: msthin53@yahoo.com

To: OP1 Waivers
Subject: Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:20:09 AM

I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education
from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to
participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field
test in the spring of 2014. The approved waiver would permit students to
take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion
Referenced Test (CRT). Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would
provide the following benefits to education in Montana:

1. Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;
2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine

gaps and needs;

3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;

4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and

5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.

Kathleen M. Isaacson

Sent from my iPad



mailto:msthin53@yahoo.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov




From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jule Walker

OP1 Waivers

waivers

Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:28:30 AM

I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. The approved
waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana
Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide
the following benefits to education in Montana:

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

Jule Walker

Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;

Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;
Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,
vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;

Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and
Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.

Superintendent
Plevna Schools

Box 158

Plevna, MT 59344
(406) 772-5666 office
(406) 971-5666 cell
(406) 772-5548 FAX

Jule walker@metnet.mt.gov
julew@plevna.k12.mt.us



mailto:JuleW@plevna.k12.mt.us
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