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From: Clay Acker
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:36:07 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Clay Acker, Superintendent, Alberton K-12 Schools


-- 
Clay W. Acker, Superintendent
Alberton School District
PO Box 330, 306 Railroad St.
Alberton, MT  59820


School: 406-722-4413, ext 254
Mobile: 406-214-0814
Home:  406-722-1989



mailto:claywacker@gmail.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Peter Hamilton
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:35:40 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Peter Hamilton, Principal, Cut Bank Public Schools
 
 



mailto:cbhsph@cutbankschools.net
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From: Dan Johnston
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:34:33 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Dan Johnston, Principal, Victor K-12 Schools


-- 
  Einstein on genius... "If you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will spend its life
thinking it is stupid".


 


Dan Johnston
MS/HS Principal
Victor School. 425 fourth Ave
Victor, Montana
406-642-3221, 363-4891 cell



mailto:johnston@victor.k12.mt.us
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From: Nate Achenbach
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:33:42 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Nate Achenbach, Principal, Choteau Public Schools



mailto:nate.achenbach@gmail.com
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From: Glen Johnson
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:33:16 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely
 
Dr. Glen A. Johnson, Supt.
Dillon Elementary Schools
Dillon, MT  59725
 



mailto:gjohnson@dillonelem.k12.mt.us
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From: Dale Bernard
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:29:35 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Dale Bernard, Superintendent, Geyser Public Schools
 



mailto:dbernard@geyser.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Dan Kimzey
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:39:44 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Daniel Kimzey, Principal, Hamilton K-12 Schools
 
 
 


Dan Kimzey
Principal, Hamilton High School
(406)375-6060 ext. 6063
(406)375-6076 fax
http://www.hsd3.org/HighSchool/Page.asp?ID=Home


GO BRONCS!
 
 
This e-mail may contain information protected under the  Family Education Rights and Privacy Act  (FERPA).   If  this e-mail contains student  information, and you are  not
entitled to access such information under FERPA,  please notify  the  sender.   Federal regulations require that you destroy  this e-mail without reviewing it, and you may not
forward it to anyone.
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From: Doug Komrosky
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Field Suppot Letter
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:30:31 AM
Attachments: Field Support Letter to OPI.docx


Hope this helps.
Doug Komrosky



mailto:dougk@harlem-hs.k12.mt.us

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov



OPI,


I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S. Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for students and less time spent on administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year.  School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to benefit from those efforts.


Sincerely,


Doug Komrosky


[bookmark: _GoBack]Assistant Principal


Harlem Jr. High/High School


Harlem, MT 










From: Denise Philipp
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Fwd: testing waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:35:49 AM


 


 


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. 
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


<!--[if !supportLists]-->1.       <!--[endif]--> Add instructional time for students
by eliminating double testing of students;


<!--[if !supportLists]-->2.       <!--[endif]-->Test computer hardware and
network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


<!--[if !supportLists]-->3.       <!--[endif]-->Provide professional development
for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and
structure of the SBAC assessment;


<!--[if !supportLists]-->4.       <!--[endif]-->Provide a more effective and
efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


<!--[if !supportLists]-->5.       <!--[endif]-->Students will be assessed on the
standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


 


Thanks,
Denise Philipp Rutledge
Educator
MT School for the Deaf and he Blind



mailto:missdeniseeb@yahoo.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






From: Denise Ulberg
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Letter of support
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:34:19 AM
Attachments: Support of No Double Testing Waiver.pdf


Here you go!
 
Denise Ulberg, Executive Director
Montana Association of School Business Officials (MASBO)
208 North Montana Avenue, Suite 102
Helena, MT  59601
(406) 442-5599 – office
(406) 461-3659 – cell
(406) 442-1356 - fax
 



mailto:dulberg@masbo.com

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov






 



 



 
“MASBO IS DEDICATED TO TRAINING AND SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE RESPONSIBLE FOR BUSINESS  



OPERATIONS OF MONTANA SCHOOLS.  THE GOAL IS TO ENABLE MEMBERS TO MANAGE THE BUSINESS  
IN ORDER TO SUPPORT EDUCATION FOR MONTANA CHILDREN” 



  



    Montana Association of School Business Officials 
      208 North Montana Ave. Suite 102   Helena, MT   59601     



Denise Ulberg, Executive Director    (P) 406-442-5599 (F) 406-442-1356 



Established since 1968  dulberg@masbo.com    www.masbo.com 



 



 
October 1, 2013 



 
Deborah S. Delisle 
Assistant Secretary 
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 
400 Maryland Ave, SW 
Washington, DC 20202 
 



Dear Assistant Secretary Delisle: 



The Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) has proposed to field test the assessments related to the  new 



Smarter Balanced Achievement Consortium reading/language arts and mathematics content areas aligned to 



rigorous college- and career-ready standards in the spring of the 2013–2014 school year,.  Their proposal includes 



the desire to test all students in Montana in grades 3-8 and 11 with the exceptions of students continuing to take 



the current Science assessment in grades 4, 8, and 10 and the CRT Alternate assessment for qualifying students 



with disabilities. 



We believe this is good for the students, teachers, and schools in Montana as it will maximize instructional time in 



our classrooms this school year as well as provide an important opportunity for schools to assess their  computer 



hardware and network infrastructure to identify and respond to gaps and needs. Further we believe this action 



will offer a critical professional development opportunity for teachers as they review the delivery, content, 



vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment in preparation for the official rollout of those assessments in 



2015.  Also this move will afford the most effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and 



equally important students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms today. 



We hope that you will give the OPI proposal your serious consideration in as timely a manner as possible as 



Superintendent Juneau has shared her intent with education leaders around the state and we are awaiting your 



decision regarding this request. 



Respectfully,  



 



Denise Ulberg, Executive Director 
Montana Association of School Business Officials 













From: Kate K. Beals
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for Test Waiver for Montana
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:29:31 AM


I write to support the waiver request of the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved would permit students to take
the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating
the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.       Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students.
2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs.
3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content,


vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment.
4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment.
5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


Kate K. Beals
Cultural Liaison
Department of Indian Education
Missoula County Public Schools


215 S 6th St W
Missoula, MT  59801
 
“When you see a new trail, or a footprint you do not know, follow it to the point of knowing.”
          Uncheedah, the grandmother of Ohiyesa
 



mailto:kkbeals@mcps.k12.mt.us
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From: Cory Pierce
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:39:40 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the 
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing 
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much 
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to 
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's 
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the 
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an 
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to 
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on 
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative 
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public 
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Cory Pierce, Principal, West Glacier Elementary


(406) 888-5312
coryp@westglacierelementary.org


What students need for their future is as much about HOW they think as it is about 
WHAT they know, and helping students succeed is as much about HOW we teach as 
about WHAT we teach." - Cathy Seeley


"To the world you might be one person, 
but to one person you might be the world"



mailto:coryp@westglacierelementary.org

mailto:OPIWaivers@mt.gov
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From: Renee Rasmussen
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:38:28 AM
Attachments: Renee Rasmussen.vcf


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to express my support for the State Superintendent's opposition to
double testing for our students this spring.  We are in favor of field testing the new
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test since that is the test that we
will be using going forward.   I am very much interested in effective, accurate
assessment of learning, but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are
also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public
Education's standards.  
 
In order to allow teachers time to see how the test will assess students, so both
they and the students will have the opportunity to hit the new marks, I support the
State Superintendent’s requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Renee Rasmussen, Superintendent, Bainville K-12 Schools


 


Renee Rasmussen, Superintendent
Please Be Aware:  This message, including any attachments, may contain confidential or privileged
infomation or information protected by federal or state law.  If you are not the intended recipient or you believe you may have
recieved this message by mistake, please contact the sender by reply email and delete this message from your computer.  Thank
you
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From: McMahon, Tim
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 7:37:30 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Tim McMahon, Principal, Helena Public Schools
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