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From: Rex Ternan
To: OPI Waivers
Cc: Kirk Miller
Subject: Double Testing Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:23:56 AM
Attachments: PastedGraphic-1.pdf


PastedGraphic-2.pdf


Montana Office of Public Instruction,


Regarding the No Double Testing Waiver


October 1, 2013


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. 
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.      Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;


2.     Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps
and needs;


3.     Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.     Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and


5.     Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


With Sincere Appreciation,


Rex Ternan, Principal
Red Lodge High School


Rex Ternan, Principal
Red Lodge High School
"Providing Mountains of Opportunity"


CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this message 
is legally privileged and confidential information intended only 
for the use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader 
of the message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby 
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notified that any release, dissemination, distribution , or 
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this communication in error, please notify the author 
immediately by replying to this message and delete the original 
message.








From: Jared Delaney
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:23:17 AM


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from
Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014. 
The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment
rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the
requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of
students;


2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps
and needs;


3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the
delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015
assessment; and


5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


-- 
Jared Delaney
Principal
Park City High School
633-2350 ext. 2026
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From: Coyne, John
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Double Testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:24:50 AM
Attachments: Letter of Support.docx


Letter of support for no double testing. See attached.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]To Whom It May Concern,


I am writing to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT).  Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in Montana:


1.  Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2. Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and needs;


3. Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4. Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and


5. Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms.


Thank you for your time and consideration.


Sincerely,





John M. Coyne


Assistant Principal 


Whitefish Public Schools







From: Christi Briney
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: SBAC
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:28:28 AM


 
To Whom It May Concern,
 
I am writing in support of the waiver to be sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S.
Department of Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014. 
By eliminating the MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be more instructional time for
students and less time spent on administration of tests.
I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide
valuable experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to
expect the next year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in
the field testing to make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.
I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year. 
School improvement will continue to be supported and educators and students will continue to
benefit from those efforts.
 
 


Christi Briney
6th Grade Reading Enrichment
Kalispell Middle School
406-751-3836
 


Scanned with Barracuda Firewall Systems.     
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From: Don Schillinger
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:32:24 AM


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN;
 
Baker Schools K-12 certainly supports our State Superintendent in her request to eliminate the CRT
Test this Spring.  This request would allow our teachers to complete
Increased instructional time with our students instead of taking a test that all schools will fail. 
Please grant the request waiver.
 
Sincerely,
 
Don Schillinger
Superintendent –Baker Schools K-12.
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From: Kelly Ripley
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:29:52 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Kelly Ripley, Board Chair, Monforton Elementary


-- 
Kelly Ripley
cell 599-7879
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From: George Linthicum
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:28:00 AM
Importance: High


Good morning!


In behalf of the Arlee School District, I have added our voice in support of Superintendent Juneau's request for a waiver of obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring:


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test, which is not
aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no longer aligned
with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Respectfullly,


George Linthicum, Superintendent, Arlee Joint School District #8
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From: Ashworth, Rick
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:27:30 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Rick Ashworth, Principal, Deer Lodge Elementary
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From: Matt Genger
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:22:33 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an
opportunity to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to
the SBAC test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on
instruction under the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative
assessments, one of which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public
Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Matt Genger, Superintendent, Shelby Public Schools
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From: Norah Barney
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Support for waiver from double testing
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:33:51 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the
obligation to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing
the new Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much
interested in effective assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to
require the CRT test, which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards, while we are also administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the
Board of Public Education's standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity
to reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC
test.  If granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under
the new standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of
which is no longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Sincerely,


Norah Barney
Principal
Anaconda Public Schools


Sent from my iPad
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From: Mark Anderlik
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Testing Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:22:51 AM


Please support the waiver sent from Superintendent Denise Juneau to the U.S. Department of
Education to eliminate double testing of Montana students in the spring of 2014.  


By supporting this waiver there will be more time for students in the classroom. By eliminating the
MontCAS (except Science) and including all students in the field test of the Smarter Balanced
Assessment Consortium (SBAC), there will be less need for teachers to spend time on the
administration of tests.


I think having all students participate in the field testing of the new SBAC tests will provide valuable
experience for students, teachers, and administrators so they will better know what to expect the next
year.  It is also a good idea to have all our students and schools represented in the field testing to
make sure it is well-suited and fair to students in our state.


I also support maintaining the improvement status of schools from the 2012-2013 school year.


This waiver and the plan around it is simply a good idea. Thank you.


Mark Anderlik
212 Cottonwood
Missoula, MT 59801
406-207-1884
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From: Kim Harding
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: Waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:19:05 AM


I am in favor of the opi waiver.  I believe that jumping on the SBAC this year is the best for our
district.  Thanks!
 
Kim D. Harding, Ed. D.
Superintendent of Sheridan Schools
P. O. Box 586
201 Madison Avenue
Sheridan, MT 59749
School:  406.842.5302
Cell:  406.596.1085
kimh@sheridan.k12.mt.us
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From: Eric Tokerud
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: We want normalcy back!!
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:20:20 AM


 


I write to support the waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education from Superintendent
Denise Juneau to allow Montana students to participate in the Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium (SBAC) field test in the spring of 2014.  The approved waiver would permit students
to take the new online assessment rather than the Montana Criterion Referenced Test (CRT). 
Eliminating the requirement for the CRT would provide the following benefits to education in
Montana:


1.        Add instructional time for students by eliminating double testing of students;


2.       Test computer hardware and network infrastructure to determine gaps and
needs;


3.       Provide professional development for teachers as they review the delivery,
content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment;


4.       Provide a more effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment;
and


5.       Students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana
classrooms.


-- 
Educationally
 
 
 
 
Eric  Tokerud
Shelby High School
Shelby, MT   59474
 
And do have a pleasant day!!
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From: Steve Connole
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: support the State Superintendent"s request for a waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:22:39 AM


To Whom it may Concern:


I am writing to support the State Superintendent's request for a waiver of the obligation
to administer the CRT test this Spring as our schools begin field testing the new Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) test.  I am very much interested in effective
assessment of learning but it makes little sense to continue to require the CRT test,
which is not aligned with the Board of Public Education's standards, while we are also
administering the SBAC test, which is aligned with the Board of Public Education's
standards.  


This variance request provides the U.S. Department of Education with an opportunity to
reduce red tape and increase flexibility for schools as we transition to the SBAC test.  If
granted, it will allow teachers increased time to focus on instruction under the new
standards, rather than on administering duplicative assessments, one of which is no
longer aligned with the Montana Board of Public Education's standards.  


I respectfully request that you grant the State Superintendent's requested waiver.


Thanks and have a great day,


Steve Connole
1-3 Principal
Extracurricular Coordinator
Montana City School
442-6779 (office)
sconnole@metnet.mt.gov
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From: Scott C. McCulloch
To: OPI Waivers
Subject: support the waiver
Date: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 8:29:17 AM
Attachments: BEA Waiver Support.docx


The BEA supports the Office of Public Instruction's pursuit of the waiver which addresses testing
redundancy.  Please find attached our letter of support.
 
Scott McCulloch
Billings Education Association
Telephone: 406.248.9812
smcculloch@beabillings.org
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[bookmark: _GoBack]October 1, 2013


Deborah S. Delisle


Assistant Secretary


Office of Elementary and Secondary Education


400 Maryland Ave, SW


Washington, DC 20202





Dear Assistant Secretary Delisle:


The Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI) has proposed to field test the assessments related to the  new Smarter Balanced Achievement Consortium reading/language arts and mathematics content areas aligned to rigorous college- and career-ready standards in the spring of the 2013–2014 school year,.  Their proposal includes the desire to test all students in Montana in grades 3-8 and 11 with the exceptions of students continuing to take the current Science assessment in grades 4, 8, and 10 and the CRT Alternate assessment for qualifying students with disabilities.


We believe this is good for the students, teachers, and schools in Montana as it will maximize instructional time in our classrooms this school year as well as provide an important opportunity for schools to assess their  computer hardware and network infrastructure to identify and respond to gaps and needs. Further we believe this action will offer a critical professional development opportunity for teachers as they review the delivery, content, vocabulary, and structure of the SBAC assessment in preparation for the official rollout of those assessments in 2015.  Also this move will afford the most effective and efficient transition to the 2014-2015 assessment; and equally important students will be assessed on the standards being taught in Montana classrooms today.


We hope that you will give the OPI proposal your serious consideration in as timely a manner as possible as Superintendent Juneau has shared her intent with education leaders around the state and we are awaiting your decision regarding this request.





Respectfully,


Scott C. McCulloch, president


Billings Education Association 
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