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Welcome

Judy Snow, OPI State Assessment Director
Pam Birkeland, Digital Library Lead

Measured Progress 
Mellicent Friddell and Pamela Oberg

Preparing for 2015 Smarter Results
Fall 2015 
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Agenda

 Introduction/background information

 ART and Passwords

 Results and Reports
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Training and Communication
 Next Steps:  Assessment and Data Conferences
 Missoula, January 11-12, 2016

 Billings, January 21-22, 2016

 Webinars—Save the Dates

 3:30 – 4:30 pm

 Wednesday, October 28—MontCAS Overview

 Wednesday, November 4—Preparing for 2015 Smarter Results

 Wednesday, November 11--TBA

 Wednesday, November 18--TBA

 Jump Newsletters
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MontCAS
WIDA:  Access for ELLs and Alternate
English Language Proficiency (ELP), Grades K-12 
Reading, writing, speaking, listening
December – January

NCSC Alternate:  English Language Arts (ELA) and math,  grades 
3-8 and 11

Spring

Measured Progress
Science CRT and CRT-Alt grades 4, 8, and 10 
Spring

UCLA/CRESST and Measured Progress
English Language Arts (ELA) and math, grades 3-8 and 11
Spring

ACT Plus Writing
Public high school juniors
April/May
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Participation
Smarter and NCSC

 Grades 3-8 and 11:  English Language Arts and Mathematics

 Montana Accredited Schools

 BIE Schools

 Not included in participation

 First year in United States school LEP students do not 
participate in the English Language Arts

 Home school students

 Private non-accredited schools

 Treatment Centers:
 Part time enrolled students test in resident school

 Montana Youth Challenge Academy

 Job Corps
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Balanced Assessment System

Common 
Core State 
Standards 

specify 
K-12 

expectations 
for college 
and career 
readiness

All students 
leave 

high school 
college 

and career 
ready 

Teachers and 
schools have 

information and 
tools they need 

to improve 
teaching and 

learning

Interim assessments 
Flexible, open, used 

for actionable 
feedback

Summative 
assessments 

Benchmarked to 
college and career 

readiness

Educator resources for 
formative 

assessment practices
to improve instruction

6



11/3/2015

4

ART Timeline
Administration and Reporting Tool

November 4, 2015 Webinar with password 
instructions and information 
about ART and  the Smarter 
Online Reporting System. 

November 5, 2015 ART open to System 
Superintendents and Test 
Coordinators to update School 
Principals. Once School Principals 
are updated, they can update school 
test coordinators. 
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Usernames and Passwords
 You must have an authorized 

username and password in order to 
access the secure portion of the 
Portal.

 Access to the Reporting application 
within the Smarter Balanced 
application suite is based on your 
assigned role and permissions.

 Your login information is private 
and should not be shared with 
anyone else.
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ART
Administration and Reporting Tool

 Accessed by password through the MP portal:  For 
assigning roles and permissions.

 System superintendents and test coordinators already have 
roles assigned.  

 Currently everything is locked down.

 Two steps to passwords
 Password activation for system superintendents and test 

coordinators by OPI and Measured Progress.

 Password activation for school principals and test 
coordinators by system staff.
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Portal
• Navigate to: https://mtsmarter.measuredprogress.org/portal/
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Reporting Roles
ART

Data Warehouse Roles ART USER ROLES

Role
Role 

Description

System
Superintende

nt and 
Coordinator

Interim Test 
Administrat

or

School 
Principal 

and
Coordinator

State 
Coordinator

Test 
Administrator

General

Allows access 
to view 
aggregate 
reports for 
districts in a 
state, schools in 
a district, and 
grades in a 
school.

Phase 1 Phase 3 Phase 2 ALL Phase 3

PII

Allows access 
to individual 
student 
assessment 
results.

Phase 1 NA Phase 2 ALL
NA

SAREXTRA
CTS

Allows access 
to download 
assessment 
results at the 
aggregate and 
individual 
student report 
levels. Requires 
PII access.

Phase 1 NA Phase 2 ALL NA
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System Passwords
 If you had a password last year and still have the same 

email address, your account and role will be unlocked on 
November 5 and you may begin the login process.  
 If you have forgotten your password, click “Forgot your 

password? 

 If you are a new superintendent or test coordinator (or 
have a new email address), you will receive a no-reply 
email from Measured Progress to set your password.  
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No reply email sample
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Logging In

Portal: https://mtsmarter.measuredprogress.org/portal/
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ART Registration
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System Staff 
Update School Principals

 Log into ART

 Delete, create, or unlock system principals.  

 If unlock, send informal email that email address (user 
name) and password from last year are now active.

 Principals can now log in, go in and delete, create, or 
unlock school coordinators.

 If previous users, the principals should send an email 
advising of the activation.  

 Newly created users will receive a no reply email. 

16



11/3/2015

9

Delete or Add Users
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Unlock Users
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Access to Tools on Measured 
Progress Portal 

 ART, Interim, Proctor, Reports:  

 RECOMMENDATION:  Keep access at the system and 
school administration level  to ART until test results are 
available.  At that time, system staff and/or school 
administrators may return to ART to delete, create, or 
unlock school staff that needs to view results or use the 
other tools. 
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Smarter Online Reporting System
(MARS II Maybe)

20

 Interactive,online reporting platform that 
provides a range of reports on the Smarter 
Balanced summative and interim assessments. 

 Aggregate score data at the state, district, 
school, and grade level. 
 Viewed onscreen or downloaded as csv files

 Individual Student Reports can be downloaded as 
pdf files. 

 Access by password and role through the 
Measured Progress Portal 
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Reporting Access
ART

 Reporting views for student data are limited by 
role.

 Once passwords are activated and/or unlocked 
and results are ready, another active icon will 
appear on ART.

 No student information can be edited locally. An 
updated student file for the 2015-2016 year will be 
uploaded from AIM. 
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Getting Into Reporting
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System View
• At logon, a system-level user will see the following page, 

which displays all of the systems in the state.  Use the Find 
search option or scroll down the list to select your system.
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Using Filters
• Select a school or schools 

using the checkboxes, 
and  then click the Apply 
Filter  button to limit a 
lengthy list. 

• Select Show All Schools 
to remove filter.

NOTE: The checkboxes 
also allow the user to 
determine which data is 
included in a download.
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Download Options
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Individual Student Reports
 Legend: The legend provides a key to visual elements 

of the student report.

 Printing: The printed report contains all visible content 
from the report, as well as content presented in popup 
windows.
 Printed cum folder labels and paper reports will be sent to 

systems for distribution.  

 PDF copies in the online system. 
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Smarter Summative ELA Report Draft
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Smarter Summative Math Report Draft 
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Additional Resources
 A Reporting Quick Start Guide is available for 

download from the Portal.

 A highly detailed view of the Reporting application, the 
Reporting User Guide, is also available for download 
from the Portal.
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MT Smarter Balanced Support
 https://mtsmarter.measuredprogress.org/portal/ is home 

for all online Smarter Balanced assessment administration 
information. 

 For questions regarding the online testing system, please 
contact:
 MT Help Desk at 888-792-2741 or 

 montanahelpdesk@measuredprogress.org.
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MontCAS Contacts
Angie Koehler, Assessment Assistant
406‐444‐3511 akoehler2@mt.gov

Yvonne Field, Assessment Specialist, ELP and NSCS 
406‐444‐0748 yfield@mt.gov

Pam Birkeland, Special Projects
406‐560‐2060  pbirkeland@mt.gov

Paula Schultz, Smarter Accommodations
pschultz2@mt.gov

Judy Snow, State Assessment Director
406‐444‐3656, jsnow@mt.gov

Mellicent Friddell, Measured Progress Montana Program Manager
603‐ 749‐9102 x7024 Friddell.Mellicent@measuredprogress.org
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