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Objectives 

Describe the uses of the Smarter Practice/Training 
Test 

Understand how to access and use the practice 
test/training test 

Understand the Test Layout 

Understand the Basic Test Rules 

Understand how to use the text to speech tool 
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Practice and Training Test 

Practice Test Grades 3-8 and 11 
Include items and performance tasks for each grade level. 
Accessed through the smarter test portal and do not require 
the use of a secure browser 
Link: 
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test   

Training Test Grade Level Clusters: 3-5, 6-8, High School 
Shortened  assessment for students and test administrators to 
become familiar with the software and interface functionality 
of the online tests. 
Emphasis on tools and interface 
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The practice test and training tests are now combined and accessed through one site. 

The practice test is similar in length and structure to the Field Test, it contains a full array of item types. The emphasis is on content and item types.  The practice test is available at each grade level 3-8, and 11.  There is a performance task and a computer administered (selected response) test for each content area.
�The training test is a shortened assessment for students to become familiar with the software and interface features of the Field test.  The training test is available in grade level clusters, 3-5, 6-8, and High School.  There are a fewer number of questions on each part of the test (7 questions) and the training test doesn’t include performance tasks.


http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test


Options for Accessing the Practice Test 

• Intended use for practice test 
• One User/One Computer 

Computer 
Lab 

• Smart Board 
• Projector 
• Portable labs 
• Station Work-classrooms with one or two stations Classroom 

• Share link with parents/students/administrators to 
access at home/office 

Home/Office 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Practice and Training Test Site is set up so that anyone can access the practice and training 
tests as well as select test settings. The original and intended use for the practice test was for one/user one computer access to the practice tests,  however not all schools have computer labs available to be able to get time for each student in the school to access the practice test for the length of time needed to complete the tests.  In these cases pulling up the tests on a smart board, projector to look at the assessment with a full class of students is also a good use of the practice test.  Guided practice can be a good way to introduce the smarter test format and tools.  In rooms with one or two computers, a practice test station during station work time would be a good way to have students gain access.  The practice and training tests can also be accessed from home for parents and students to gain more practice time.  All educators are encourages to try the practice/training tests.  This is especially useful for special education teachers to try out the test with the students that they work with in mind. This will help with know what accommodations individual students may need.



ACCESSING the  
ONLINE PRACTICE/TRAINING  TESTS 

NOTE!  The practice tests can ONLY 
be opened in the following browsers: 
• SBAC Secure Browsers  
• Mozilla Firefox 
• Google Chrome 
• Microsoft Internet Explorer 10 
• Apple Safari 
• http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

The Practice Tests provide a preview of the types of questions that will be featured in the summative assessment beginning in 2014-15, including selected-response items, constructed-response items, technology-enhanced items, and performance tasks—extended activities that challenge students to apply their knowledge and skills to respond to real world problems. The practice tests allow administrators, parents, teachers, and students to experience the Smarter Balanced tests and gain familiarity with the online test delivery system.

Special Educators should also take a look at the 

Information and links for the practice test can be found in our September JUMP newsletter as well as at www.smarterbalanced.org.

It is important to note that the practice test can only be accessed in the browser that are listed above.  

http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/


Basic Practice Test Rules 

Users cannot skip test items. (Users may mark an item for 
review and return to it later.) 

Users must answer all test items on a page before going to 
the next page. Some pages contain multiple items. Users 
may need to use the vertical scroll bar to view all items on 
a page. 

Users may mark items for review and use the Questions 
drop-down list at the top of the page to easily return to 
those items. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Basic Test Rules 
 Users cannot skip test items. (Users may mark an item for review and return to it later.) 
 Users must answer all test items on a page before going to the next page. Some pages contain multiple items. Users may need to use the vertical scroll bar to view all items on a page. 
 Users may mark items for review and use the Questions drop-down list at the top of the page to easily return to those items. 




Test Layout 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This sample image shows the primary features and tools available to practice test users.  We will look at each of these tools when we practice entering the test site.



Test Tools 

General, calculator, stimulus expansion, Text to speech 



General Test Tools 

• Highlight 
• Zoom 
• Mark for review 
• Notepad 
• Tutorial 
• Strikethrough 
• Instructions/help screen 

Available for 
all 

assessments: 

Universal Tools Module: 
http://smarterbalanced.articulate-
online.com/7753246145  9 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The following tools are available for all assessments: 
 Highlight text in passages and test questions 
 Zoom in and out of test pages (this makes the font look larger or smaller) 
 Mark items for review 
 Make notes about an item in the notepad 
 View tutorials about item type (available for some items) 
 Strikethrough (cross out answer options) 
 Access the Test Instructions and Help screen at any time 




http://smarterbalanced.articulate-online.com/7753246145
http://smarterbalanced.articulate-online.com/7753246145
http://smarterbalanced.articulate-online.com/7753246145
http://smarterbalanced.articulate-online.com/7753246145


Calculators 

Basic Calculator: 

Basic Calculator  

Scientific Calculator: 

Scientific Calculator 

Graphing, Regression, 
and Scientific Calculators: 

Graphing, Regression, & 
Scientific 10 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to the above, students also have access to calculators for mathematics assessments: 
 Basic Calculator: grades 6 and 7 
 Scientific Calculator: grade 8 
 Graphing, Regression, and Scientific Calculators: grade 11 

Note: The online calculator appears in the second half of the Mathematics practice tests only. The online calculator is not available for the first several questions of each Mathematics practice test. 

Think about using these calculators through out the year.  If a classroom has a SmartBoard the calculators could be pulled up for classroom activities.  

Provide a link to students to use these calculators at home when they are doing homework…

https://sat1.sbacpt.tds.airast.org/student/Scripts/Calculator/TDSCalculator.html?mode=Basic
http://sbac.portal.airast.org/practice-test/calculators/
https://sat1.sbacpt.tds.airast.org/student/Scripts/Calculator/TDSCalculator.html?mode=Scientific,Graphing,
https://sat1.sbacpt.tds.airast.org/student/Scripts/Calculator/TDSCalculator.html?mode=Scientific,Graphing,


Practice Test Portal Tour 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s take a look at the practice test portal.  We will walk through the portal homepage, log in to a practice test and explore the online tools. 

http://sbac.portal.airast.org 

Demonstration the following Options:
Log in as a guest user with internet browser See page 
Log in as a guest user with secure browser
Administer the practice and training tests to students   
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To access this option before TIDE 
passwords are assigned, a temporary 
password can be requested from the 
Smarter Help Desk 855‐833‐1969. 
smarterbalancedhelpdesk@ets.org\ 
 
Once TIDE passwords have been 
distributed TAs can access the TA 
Practice training site with their regular 
smarter log in. 

To access the practice and training 
test without a password, click on the 
Student Interface Practice and 
Training Tests icon. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are two options when accessing the practice and training tests:
The TA Practice and Training site provides an opportunity for test administrators to practice setting up and monitoring test sessions.  

The Practice Test and Training Test can also be accessed without setting up a session with the Student Interface Practice and Training Tests.

mailto:smarterbalancedhelpdesk@ets.org\
mailto:smarterbalancedhelpdesk@ets.org\


Accessing the Practice Test with 
the Secure Browser 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Accessing the training test with the secure browser is another option.  Just click on the Click here to go to the Practice/Training Test.  This is the only option to use if you need to access the text to speech feature.  Students who have received read aloud accommodation in the past will use the text to speech feature.  It is recommended that students with this designated support or accommodation practice before the test.



Practicing with the Text to 
Speech Feature 

Must Use the Secure Browser 
• Tip:  Close all programs before launching the secure browser 

Log in as Guest 

On the choose settings page under Text to Speech: 
• Options: 

• No text to speech 
• Passages and Items  
• Stimuli  
• Items  

Which Option? 
• Choose the option that matches the designated support or accommodation that has been determined for the individual 

student that complies with the Smarter Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines document.  See pages 10 
and 15 of the guideline for details on using text to speech as a designated support or accommodation. 

How it works: 
• Option 1: Speak Question 

• Right click anywhere on item 
• Choose: Speak Question (reads the entire item based on what was chosen in the settings) 

• Option 2: Speak selected text 
• Student can highlight text and then right click to choose read selection 

• Pausing or Stopping Audio 
• Student right clicks when audio is playing and can choose to pause/play or stop the audio. 14 

http://opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/SMART/SmarterBalanced_Guidelines.pdf


www.smarterbalanced.org  

Looking for more? 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is available beyond the practice test?
There are sample items and performance tasks on the smarter balanced website
Let’s take a look:


This is a link to the video that goes with one of the performance tasks.  They aren’t linked in the performance task resources
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zrooEAeIVc Community Garden Typical Costs

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/


OPI Assessment Contacts 

Ashley Makowski, Assessment Administrative 
Assistant 
• 406-444-3511 amakowski@mt.gov 

Yvonne Field, Assessment Specialist 

• 406-444-0748 yfield@mt.gov 

Judy Snow, State Assessment Director 

• 406-444-3656 jsnow@mt.gov  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I hope that this presentation has provided clarity on access and using the smarter balanced practice test


Please call me: Yvonne Field if you have any questions about the practice test.

�Thank you for tuning and again, don’t hesitate to call or email with questions or to access extra support. 

mailto:amakowski@mt.gov
mailto:yfield@mt.gov
mailto:jsnow@mt.gov
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