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Stages of Implementation for Montana Common Core Standards
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Self-Assessment for the Montana Common Core Standards for

English Language Arts and Literacy

	Stages 2-3: Awareness and Understanding of the MCCS

District curriculum has been revised or created that aligns with the MCCS at each grade level and provides a common sequencing to facilitate teacher collaboration at the school level.

Educators have identified instructional resources that are coherent, consistent, and comprehensive and that support effective learning of the ELA and literacy standards.

	Purpose for Stages 2-3: To create an alignment document that ensures alignment of the written, the tested and the taught/learned curricula through a collaborative, on-going process.

	Have not Begun
	Just 
Underway
	Making Progress
	Successfully Completed

 

	Four Essential Steps for Stages 2 & 3

	1) Staff will develop an alignment guide by gathering materials, viewing all videos of the seven steps of the Elementary or Secondary Alignment Module, and ultimately creating a guide that aligns  ELA curriculum to the MCCS
	
	
	
	

	2) Staff will analyze the MCCS Unpacking Documents that contain the progression of sub-skills within the MCCS and review the instructional examples provided. These documents are also a part of the alignment module listed in #1 and can be viewed in Steps 4 & 5 of the module. If the alignment module is completed in its entirety, this step does not need to be completed again.
	
	
	
	

	3) Staff will use the Gap Analysis to determine what additional evidence-based resources are needed to effectively teach the MCCS for ELA. The Gap Analysis is also a part of the alignment module listed in #1 and can be viewed in Steps 4 & 5 of the module. If the alignment module is completed in its entirety, this step does not need to be completed again. 
	
	
	
	

	4) Staff will review and complete the MCCS ELA and Literacy Self-Assessment for Stages 2 & 3 and develop an action plan based on the results.
	
	
	
	

	Digging Deeper with Stages 2 & 3

	5) Staff will review the resources on creating text-dependent questions.
	
	
	
	

	6) Elementary staff will review the Basal Project Resources for text-dependent question examples.
	
	
	
	

	7) Staff has an awareness of the publisher’s criteria.   
	
	
	
	

	Additional Resources for Stages 2 & 3

	Staff will analyze curriculum maps and examples of deconstructed standards from other states.
	
	
	
	


Stages 2 and 3: Align Curriculum and Instruction
Alignment Module for the Montana Common Core Standards (MCCS) for English Language Arts Alignment Guide
Checklist for the Alignment Module
	Purpose for Stages 2 and 3: To create an alignment document that ensures alignment of the written, the tested and the taught/learned curricula through a collaborative, on-going process.
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	Stage 2: Alignment Module Steps 1-6

	Step 1: Gathering Resources
Participants have gathered all of the resources needed to begin Stage 2: Alignment Module.
	
	
	
	

	Step 2: Understanding the Elementary or Secondary Sample Alignment Guide
Participants have reviewed the sample template and the information in each column.
	
	
	
	

	Step 3: Using an Assessment-Based Approach to Alignment
Participants have reviewed assessments, determined which will be used and how it will be used. The decisions were made collaboratively and are recorded.
	
	
	
	

	Step 4: Aligning the Tested Curriculum and the Taught/Learned Curriculum
Participants understand the thought processes for correlating the Tested Curriculum to the Taught/Learned Curriculum. They know how to choose essential content and selections.
	
	
	
	

	Step 5: Aligning the Tested Curriculum and the Taught/Learned Curriculum to the MCCS
Participants understand the thinking processes for correlating the Tested Curriculum and the Taught/Learned Curriculum to the MCCS in an alignment guide.
	
	
	
	

	Step 6: Developing Quality, Text-Dependent Questions
Participants know what text-dependent questions require and what resources to use to guide their efforts in creating text-dependent questions.
	
	
	
	

	Step 7: Beginning the Process
Staff has completed the first six steps of the module and is ready to begin the process of collaboratively developing an alignment guide at the school level.
	
	
	
	

	a. Staff has completed the first quarter alignment.
	
	
	
	

	b. Staff has completed the second quarter alignment.
	
	
	
	

	c. Staff has completed the third quarter alignment.
	
	
	
	

	d. Staff has completed the fourth quarter alignment.
	
	
	
	

	Additional resources for Stage 2: Alignment Module

	Secondary or Elementary Alignment Guide Blank template
	
	
	
	

	Glossary for Aligning Curriculum and Instruction
	
	
	
	

	Step 3 Assessment Support Document
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