Dear Principals,
September is Attendance Awareness month so I’d like us to take this opportunity to set our sights on improved attendance within our district. Research shows that students who miss 10 percent of the school year, that’s just 18 days, are considered chronically absent and have a higher chance of falling behind. The more students we can commit to attending and engaging each day, the more students we will graduate ready for college and career. Attendance matters. Graduation matters.
Here are some facts about attendance in Montana:
· A school with average daily attendance below 93 percent could mean a large share of students are chronically absent.
· In 2014, the average daily attendance for all Montana schools was 93.6 percent. What was yours?
· Montana’s average daily attendance in 2014 was lowest in 12th grade, highest in 4th.
· Low-income students are four-times more likely to be chronically absent than their high-income peers.
· By 6th grade, chronic absence becomes a leading indicator that a student will drop out of high school.
We are all part of the solution to increase attendance. We will work on engaging the community in developing a plan of action. You can use your attendance data to identify students who may be struggling to get to class and work with those families to find a solution. Emphasize attendance in all your communications with teachers, families, school boards, etc. Encourage classrooms of students to pledge to attend school every day. 
We can all take an active role in reducing chronic absenteeism and creating a culture of attendance and engagement. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I would love to share your success stories, so keep me informed of your progress and let me know how I can support you in your efforts.
Thank you,
Superintendent


