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August 21, 2012
Dear Educators:

The Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI), the Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services (DPHHS) and local
public health agencies are reminding healthcare providers, schools and parents to be aware that cases of pertussis continue to be
reported in Montana. With approximately two-thirds of the 400 reported cases in 2012 being children between the ages of 5 and 18
years of age schools have been significantly impacted.

As children return to school, the decrease in pertussis seen in most areas during the summer could end, possibly leading to a record
number of cases in 2012. In preparation, we are encouraging schools to work closely with local health agencies to help minimize the
impact of pertussis in the school system. Close collaboration with local health department: staff after the identification of a pertussis
cases can prevent a larger community-wide problem.

The following guidance represents the best recommendations to help prevent outbreaks in our schools.

1) Immunization: Pertussis vaccination is still the most effective strategy to ensure a healthy student population for the
upcoming school year. Unvaccinated children have at least an eightfold greater risk for pertussis than fully vaccinated
children. Although vaccinated children can develop pertussis, they are less infectious, have milder symptoms and
shorter illness duration and are at reduced risk for severe outcomes. All children need to be up to date on their
vaccinations.

2) School Review and Enforcement of State Statutes and Rules: A history of receiving pertussis-containing vaccines is
required for school attendance and differs by the child’s age (Administrative Rules of Montana 37.114.705). Under-
vaccinated children should be referred promptly for catch-up vaccinations. Children entering the 7t grade are required
to have a tetanus containing vaccine. We strongly encourage a single dose of Tdap to fulfill this requirement. We also
strongly encourage a single dose of Tdap to any middle school and high school aged children not currently up-to-date on
their pertussis containing vaccinations.

3) Sports & Other School Activities: School athletic programs and other extra-curricular activities provide additional
opportunities for exposure to pertussis and disruption of team activities. We encourage coaches and instructors to refer
students who have any unusual or prolonged coughing to a healthcare provider for medical evaluation.

4) Communications with Parents and Local Health Departments: Parents and public health agencies are strong partners in
protecting the health and safety of students. Working closely with local health departments regarding absentee
surveillance and using school-based communication channels to parents can be an important part of protecting
community health.

We wish you a successful and healthy new school year. Together, we can prevent illnesses from disrupting the education and well-
being of our communities.
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