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             Effective Classroom Practice        (Handout 1)
              Academic Success and Task Difficulty



Fact Sheet

1.  Will the student be able to complete the entire assignment in the allotted amount of time if the work is broken into parts?

If yes, use one of the “Change the Amount of Work” strategies.

· Put fewer problems on a worksheet.

· Highlight, in a color, the problems for the student to complete.

· Have the student cover all tasks except the one she is working on at the time.

· Break up the assignments into chunks. 

2.  Will the student require more time to complete the entire assignment?  

If yes, use one of the “Change the Amount of Time” strategies.

· Have shorter work periods with other assignments in between. 

· Provide physical breaks between difficult tasks. 

· Provide alternative times for students to complete their work. 

3.  Can the student respond orally to the assignment but cannot correctly respond to the assignment or assessment due to difficulties with written language?

If yes, use one of the “Change Student Output” strategies.

· Provide student choice between oral and written answers.

· Allow students to dictate answers to teacher, paraprofessional or peer.

· Allow student to tape record answers to tests or assignments.

· Allow students to use video or take pictures to produce journals or compose essays.

4.  Will the student be able to complete the assignment if the level of demand of reading is reduced?

If yes, use one of the “Reduce Demand of the Task” Strategies.

· Include illustrations on worksheets describing how to complete tasks.

· Highlight and underline important words in instructions and texts.

· Create Guided Notes that highlight key points.

· Permit students to use outlining software to facilitate planning. 

5.  Will the student be able to complete tasks such as rapid solutions to math facts, reading sight words, fluent reading, learning vocabulary, definitions, content facts, and completing study guides if they have increased practice time? 
If yes, use one of the “Peer Support” strategies.

· The academic tasks required should be well-structured and the responses required should be simple rather than complex.

· Different students should be involved with the tutoring so the student with problems is not always the one being tutored.

· Establish and teach procedures for peer tutoring sessions.

6.  Will the student be able to complete tasks that are more complex if they have increased guided practice?

If yes, use “Scaffolded Instruction.”
· The teacher models how to perform a new or difficult task.

· Second, the teacher and students work together to perform the task. 

· Third, students work with a partner or a small cooperative group to complete the task.

· Fourth, the student independently completes the task. 
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