
 
  

Communicative Intent Matrix 
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MEANINGS                    
INTERACTIONS                    
I want attention                    
I want to talk to you                    
I want to play                    
I like you                    
Can I do this?                    
I want/need help                    
I don’t know how…                    
I’m hungry/thirsty                    
I want this                    
BACK-OFF Statements                    
“No”                    
I don’t want to do this                    
I want to stop this                    
Give me some space                    
DECLARATIONS                    
I’ve got something to say                    
I’m embarrassed                    
I’m saying “Hello”                    
I’m saying “Yes”                    
I’m joking                    
FEELINGS                    
I’m worried/anxious                    
I’m bored                    
I’m afraid                    
I’m mad/angry                    
I’m frustrated                    
My feelings are hurt                    
I’m in pain                    
I feel good                    
I’m happy                    
It’s just a habit                    
I’m releasing tension                    
I need to move like this                    
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