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[INSERT SCHOOL NAME] TO OFFER BREAKFAST AND LUNCH TO STUDENTS AT NO CHARGE

[TOWN], Montana – Starting this fall, students enrolled in [SCHOOL NAME(S)] will have the opportunity to eat breakfast and lunch at no cost. As part of the Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act of 2010, more than 80 schools in Montana will participate in the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) starting in the 2014-2015 school year. CEP makes it easier for eligible schools to serve universal free meals to all students, decrease childhood hunger, and improve student performance, all while decreasing administrative burdens on the schools.
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Schools are eligible for CEP if more than 40 percent of their students have been identified as likely to be eligible for free and reduced priced lunch. Under CEP, schools with more than 62.5 percent of eligible students will receive 100 percent reimbursement from the USDA for universal free breakfast and lunch, regardless of individual students’ eligibility.   
CEP was launched in 10 states as a pilot program during the 2013-14 school year. In schools that participated, lunch participation increased by 13 percent and breakfast participation increased by 25 percent. Districts reported positive feedback from parents and school staff, as well as an increased capacity to feed more children. One-hundred percent of participating districts recommended CEP. 
"Healthy meals play a critical role in student achievement and behavior,” said Superintendent Juneau. “Access to nutritious meals helps students succeed in school, graduate and go on to create a better life for their families in the future.  Improving access to school meals for eligible children and decreasing paperwork for schools is a win-win situation." 
Studies have shown that many students who qualify for free or reduced lunch don’t take advantage of it because of stigma. Universal free breakfast and lunch, as provided by CEP, helps overcome this stigma. In addition, it helps schools cut through red tape, by reducing paperwork that schools must complete to track which students qualify for free or reduced lunch and which do not.
The US Department of Agriculture released data (2012) reporting high levels of food insecurity and hunger across the country. In Montana, nearly 14.1 percent of residents live in food in-secure homes and more than 20.3 percent children live in poverty. 
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