[INSERT SCHOOL NAME] OFFER MEALS TO STUDENTS AT NO CHARGE 
Eligible Montana Schools Participate in New Option to Increase Student Access to School Meals 
Posted: August 2014 
[TOWN], Montana – Starting this fall, students enrolled in qualifying schools across Montana will have the opportunity to eat breakfast and lunch at no cost. Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) is available for the first time to Montana schools that meet certain requirements starting in school year 2014-15.
The hope is to increase the number of students eating school breakfast and lunch across the state under this provision. 
<<Quote from DJ>>
The US Department of Agriculture released data (2012) reporting high levels of food insecurity and hunger across the country. In Montana, nearly 14.1 percent of residents live in food secure homes and more than 20.3 percent children live in poverty. 
Community Eligibility Provision was enacted as a result of the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act and provides meals at no cost to children in high poverty areas. If at least 40 percent of a school’s students are directly certified for free meal benefits, the entire school qualifies for the provision. “Directly certified” means students are a member of a household that fall into one or more of the following categories:  SNAP, TANF, FDPIR, Homeless, Migrant, Runaway or Foster. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]More than 100 schools in Montana already qualify for the Community Eligibility Provision currently and the number continues to grow. Schools are defined as: Elementary School, Middle School and High School. One, two or more schools in the same district can participate in the program while others may not qualify for or choose not to participate in CEP at this time. Check with the local school district where your child(ren) attend to find out what type of meal service is in place. 
