
 

Special Education Advisory Panel Meeting Minutes 
Jorgenson's Inn and Suites 

         July 10-11, 2014 

            
 
Members in Attendance: Marilyn Davis, Theresa Baldry, Tia Davis, Doug Dellwo, Dan Laughlin, 
Diana Tavary, Marvin Williams (Thursday), Tessie Rose Bailey, Dave Marzolf, Wendy Studt    
 
Excused Members: Clarena Brockie, Laura Straus, Carolyn Prill, Chris Bilant, Dawn Piazzi, 
Barbara Varnum, Lily Wahl, Marvin Williams (Friday) 
 
Non-Members in Attendance:  Dick Trerise, Frank Podobnik, Dale Kimmet, Steve York, Anne 
Rainey, Annette Young, Ruth Miller, Roger Holt, Stephanie Luehr, Mary Hall, Andree Larose, 
Rebecca Richards, Marlene Wallis 
 
Thursday, July 10, 2014 
 
Chairperson Marilyn Davis called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  The Panel members, OPI staff 
and visitors introduced themselves. 
 
Following review of the Proposed Agenda, Tessie Rose Bailey moved to accept the Proposed 
Agenda, Marvin Williams seconded the motion and the motion passed.  The Proposed Agenda was 
accepted as written. 
 
The Panel reviewed the minutes of the May 1-2, 2014, meeting.    Doug Dellwo moved to accept 
the minutes, Dave Marzlof seconded the motion and the motion passed.  The minutes of the May 1-
2, 2014, meeting were approved as written. 
 
Election of Officers 
 
The election of officers for 2014-2015 was held on Thursday, July 10, 2014, because of having a 
quorum present. 
 
The Montana Special Education Advisory Panel Bylaws state that: 
 
“the Vice-chairperson shall become the Chairman of the panel the year following his/her election if 
he/she is reappointed as a member of the panel.” 
 
Therefore, Doug Dellwo will be the Chairman of the Panel for 2014-2015.  Doug served as the 
Vice-Chairperson for 2013-2014. 
 
Tessie Rose Bailey nominated Dan Laughlin for the position of Vice-Chairperson for 2014-2015, 
Dave Marzolf seconded the motion and the motion passed.  Dan Laughlin will serve as the Vice-
Chairperson for 2014-2015. 
 
Dave Marzolf moved to retain Marvin Williams as the Secretary for 2014-2015, Wendy Studt 
seconded the motion and the motion passed.  Marvin Williams will serve his second term as 
Secretary for 2014-2015. 
 
 



 

Division Report 
 
Ruth Miller, Compliance Specialist, was introduced to the Panel.  Ruth came from Indianapolis, 
Indiana.  Ruth is located in the Special Education Monitoring Division. 
 
The OPI received an Aspire grant, which is a six-state grant (Arizona, Colorado, Montana, North 
Dakota, South Dakota and Utah).  The grant provides intensive individual and family support.  
 
The purpose of the grant is to increase a youth and family’s overall household income, and, thereby, 
reduce the household’s dependence on public benefits; inform policymakers through evaluation of 
interventions and outcomes.    
 
Staff will be employed to conduct recruitment and enrollment, provide case management and 
deliver interventions.   
 
The Panel was given a copy of the Special Education Report to the Board of Public Education.  
Frank noted page 11 of the report that shows the percentage of state, federal and local funds used 
for Special Education. 
 
OPI Report 
 
Steve York told the Panel that the OPI appreciates the time and effort put into the work of the Panel. 
 
Career and Technical and Adult Basic Education 
 
In the HiSET Options pilot program, 57 students statewide earned regular diplomas by completing 
the expectations of the program. 
 
Montana’s Career and Technical Business Professionals Association Student Organization was 
recognized as the number one state for offering BPA members workforce skills learning 
opportunities. 
 
Health Enhancement 
 
Cross-division efforts to apply for three grants related to school climate, mental health and school 
safety came to realization.  We are hoping to secure all three grants and should know by late 
summer. 
 
ESEA Title One 
 
The Annual Measurable Objectives used to determine the Adequate Yearly Progress of our schools 
will rise to 100 percent, meaning all students have to be proficient to meet AYP. 
 
Accreditation 
 
Accreditation is working to deliver more training around the state related to veteran teachers 
mentoring new teachers.  A school district mentoring program is a requirement of the updated 
accreditation standards. 
 
 
 



 

Indian Education 
 
A new School of Promise, Hays/Lodge Pole, is joining the School Improvement Grant program.   
 
Curriculum and Instruction 
 
This division is responsible for the roll out of the Montana Common Core.  It is going well.  The 
staff are working hard to have in place quality support for teachers as they implement the standards.  
 
Professional Development 
 
Susan Bailey-Anderson distributed copies of The History of CSPD in Montana, 1993 to 2014.  The 
booklet describes The Birth of Montana CSPD, The Regionalization of CSPD, State CSPD Council, 
The Critical Components of Montana’s CSPD, Accomplishments of Montana CSPD, and the Future 
of Montana CSPD. 
 
Susan also distributed a flyer regarding the 2014 MBI Youth Days.  Sessions will be held in Great 
Falls, Kalispell, Bozeman, Sidney and Billings. 
 
Susan noted that this is the last year of the SPDG five-year grant.  Susan said she could not reapply 
this year, but perhaps in 2015.   
 
The Professional Development Unit will be busy with MBI trainings in the upcoming months. 
 
The CEDAR grant staff said that Montana is the best state they have worked with.  This grant 
prepares our general educators to work with kids with disabilities. 
 
Parents, Let’s Unite for Kids 
 
Roger Holt discussed Wraparound and helping parents make decisions to empower the parent. 
 
Roger said that most of the PLUK teams attended the MBI Summer Institute at Bozeman in June. 
He said that Bob Runkel would like PLUK to have CSCT as part of their endorsement. 
 
Compliance Monitoring Yearly Results 
 
Dale Kimmet distributed the Compliance Monitoring Cycle by Years 2014-2015 through Years 
2018-2019, as well as State-Operated or State-Supported Programs (3-Year Cycle). 
 
Dale discussed the Student Record Review Findings Report with the Panel.  He noted that 66 
districts were monitored and two cooperatives.  The report includes data on Special Education 
Records, Referrals, Evaluation Plans, Evaluation Reports, IEPs, Transition IEPs, IEP Amendments, 
Transfer Students, Private Schools, Aversive Treatment, Suspension/Expulsion, Graduates, Exited 
Students and Revocation of Consent.  The report is part of the minutes. 
 
Call for Public Comments 
 
Public Comment was made on failure to do transition planning training and evidence is never seen 
to change to: through age 21 (up to 22).  Limiting to Age 19 for transition. 
 
 



 

State Level of Determination 
 
In making determinations in 2013, the Department used a compliance matrix that included 
compliance data on multiple factors; thereby allowing them to consider the totality of a state’s 
compliance data.  For 2014 Montana’s determination is based on the data reflected in the state’s 
“2014 Part B Compliance Matrix” and “2014 Results Driven Accountability Matrix.”   
 
For 2014 determinations the Department is using results data on the participation of children with 
disabilities on regular statewide assessments. 
 
Dick Trerise informed the Panel that a new State Performance Plan (SPP) has to be written.  Dick 
said that Montana’s 2014 determination is “Needs Assistance.” 
 
Adjourn 
 
The Panel adjourned for the day at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Friday, July 11, 2014 
 
State Systemic Improvement Plan Direction 
 
The Panel discussed the State Systemic Improvement Plan Direction.  The components of the SSIP 
will have a three-year phase in.  The four components are: 1. Data Analysis; 2. Identification of 
Improvement Strategies; 3. Analysis Infrastructure; and 4. Theory of Action.  
 
Frank said that drop-out is one-year data; only looks at one year.  There is very little room for 
improvement in drop-out. 
 
Frank said the SSIP is a new federal “indicator” as described by OSEP in the proposed changes to 
the State Performance Plan (SPP).  Montana is focusing its new SSIP on successful school 
completion.  He said that data does not tell you all you need to know about kids. 
 
Dick Trerise said that the SSIP focus has to be tied to compliance indicators. 
 
Marilyn Davis added that there is need to look at more individualized data; type of IEP; how the 
data is recorded.  
 
Outgoing Panel Members 
 
The outgoing Panel members were recognized and presented a plaque for their participation on the 
Montana Special Education Advisory Panel.  The outgoing members are: 
 
Marilyn Davis, Chairperson, representing Parent of a Child with Disabilities 
Diana Tavary, representing Parent of a Child with Disabilities 
Theresa Baldry, representing Parent of a Child with Disabilities 
Tia Davis, Student Representative 
Dawn Piazzi, representing State Child Welfare Agency Responsible for Foster Care 
Chris Bilant, representing Subtitle B of Title VII of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 
 
 
 



 

Preview of September Meeting—September 25-26, 2014 
 
Orientation 
SSIP 
Development of SSIP could change meetings 
January Meeting? 
 
Tessie Rose Bailey moved to adjourn the meeting, Diana Tavary seconded the motion and the 
motion passed.  The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


