
Elem 1 Elem 2 M/S H/S Admin TNDFT ACAD At Risk Students Common Core Vendor

Room Capitol State Clark Helena Gallery Lewis Montana Natatorium Meadowlark
Day 1

7:30-8:30

8:10-8:30

8:30-9:50

9:50-10:00

10:00-10:50

Changing the Tides of 
Real World Math in 

the Elementary 
Classroom - Dacia 
Lackey, Bozeman 

Public Schools

Windows to the Past - 
Using Historic Photos 

in the Classroom-  
Ruth Ferris, K-6 

Librarian, Billings 
Public Schools

The Whole Child: Brain 
and Behavior-                 
Tiphani Lynn, 

Neuroscience PhD 
Student, MSU and 

Melanie Home Gun, Cut 
Bank School District

Integrating a Digital 
Techbook in a Social 
Studies Classroom - 
Bob Schalk, Powell 
County High School

Fundamentals of 
Grants Management - 
Juli Tenneson, Federal 

Grants Accountant, 
OPI

Tenderfoot 
Academy:  Targeted 
Assistance Schools, 
Identifying Eligible 

Title I Students, 
Exiting Students from 

Title I program                     
Jack O'Connor, Title 
I Assistant Director, 
OPI- LEWIS ROOM

Sex Trafficking 
Investigations- 

 Detective Guy Baker, 
Missoula Police 

Department Part, 1

Math in 3 Acts: 
Rethinking the 50 

Minute Class Period -                                              
Jake Warner, 
Mathematics 
Instructional 

Coordinator, OPI

Critical Skills Curriculum 
Provided by EverFi-                                                              
Mick Karls, Everfi

10:50-11:00

2016 Title I Conference Agenda        April 13-14                                                                                  

Breakfast- BALLROOM

Keynote-  See Poverty...Be the Difference-  Donna Beegle

Transition

Welcome Denise Juneau

Transition



11:00-11:50

What Teachers Need 
to Know Before 
Kindergarten!                 

Nicole Peterson, 
Montana Preschool 
Development Grant 
Regional Specialist, 

OPI

Key Elements of an 
Effective Title I 

Program-                          
Teresa Weems and  

Kim DeFires, 
Cascade Public 

Schools

Computational Thinking 
in the K-12 Classroom-      

Sharlyn Gunderson-
Izurieta, Demand 

Generation Coordinator, 
Montana State 

University and Brandon 
Wood, Teacher, 

Frenchtown Public 
Schools

Blended Learning: 
Personalizing, 

Globalizing, and 
Redefining the 

Classroom  - Jessica 
Anderson, Powell 

County High School

Curriculum 
Management Audit: A 
Roadmap to School 

Improvement   
 John P. Rouse, 
Superintendent, 
Browning Public 

Schools

Tenderfoot 
Academy: 

Schoolwide Program,   
Working With Private 

Schools        BJ 
Granbery, Title I 
Director, OPI-        
LEWIS ROOM              

Sex Trafficking 
Investigations- 

 Detective Guy Baker, 
Missoula Police 

Department Part, 2

BFFL: Best Friends 
for Learning-              

Christy Mock- Stutz, 
English/Language 

Arts Instruction 
Coordinator and 

Colet Bartow, 
Communication and 

Resource 
Coordinator, OPI

Engaging the Brain Before 
the Mouth” How Inquiry 

Methods help students to 
Read.Think.Discuss.     

Grow-                                                              
Charlie Murphy, Great 

Books Foundation 

11:50-12:00
12:00-1:00

12:20-12:40

1:00-1:50

Strategies for 
Evaluating ELA 

Resources about 
American Indians
Mike Jetty, Indian 

Education Specialist, 
OPI

Proven Strategies and 
Plug-and-Play 

Resources from the 
Montana Historical 

Society                                    
Deb Mitchell, Program 

Specialist, Montana 
Historical Society

Maintaining Focus on 
Authentic Literacy: A 

key to Academic 
Achievement Gains

John P. Rouse, 
Superintendent, Jeri 

Matt, Curriculum 
Director, and Shawn 

Clark, Principal, 
Browning Public 

Schools

Instructional 
Frameworks to Support 
Bell to Bell Teaching- 

Debbie Hunsaker, 
Instructional Innovations 

Unit Director, OPI

Integration of Culture 
into School Climate-  
Iris Ziegler, School 

Climate 
Transformation 

Coordinator and Don 
Wetzel, Jr., American 

Indian Youth 
Development 

Coordinator, OPI

Tenderfoot 
Academy:  Title I 

Fiscal Issues    Jack 
O'Connor, Assistant 
Title I Director, OPI

Keeping Nomadic 
Students Achieving in 

Indian Country Through 
McKinney- Vento 

Services in a District -                      
Carrie Hirst, Browning 

Public Schools

Online Teacher 
Professional 
Development 
Resources-             

Jessica Bryant, 
Online Professional 

Learning 
Coordinator, OPI 

Developing a Mindset for 
Academic Success-             

Janet Bales, Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt

1:50-2:00

Transition
Lunch- BALLROOM

Transition

 Lunch Keynote -  The Shifting Tide of Brains on Brains- Todd Garrison, Executive Director/Curator, ChildWise Institute



2:00-2:50

Resources and 
Strategies for English 

Learners in the 
Classroom- Natalee 
Hawks, Title III and 
Indian Education 
Specialist, OPI

The Rise of Math 
Workshop…The Fall 

of Boring Math  PT. 1-                                    
Gia LaForge, 

Bozeman Public 
Schools

Comprehension 
Connections: Bridges to 

Strategic Reading by 
Tanny McGregor, 

Concrete and 
Metaphorical Ways to 

Make Thinking 
Strategies Visible-              

Kim Quigley, 
Instructional Coach, 

Bozeman School 
District

Bell to Bell Instruction-                           
Shawn Clark, Browning 

Public Schools

Making Data 
Connections Within 
and Outside OPI: A 
Montana Data Use 

Culture                            
Brett Carter, Research 

and Data Analyst, 
Office of Public 

Instruction

Tenderfoot 
Academy: Title I 
Requirements for 

Family Engagement   
Heather Denny, Title 
I FACE Coordinator, 

OPI

The 2015 Montana 
Youth Risk Behavior 

Survey and Challenges 
for Academic 

Achievement  - Susan 
Court, Health 

Enhancement, OPI

What’s up with 
Science in Montana-  
Michelle McCarthy, 

Science Instructional 
Coordinator, OPI

“Changing the Tide” with 
LEGO Education WeDo 

solutions-                                   
Ty Stevenson, LEGO 
Education Consultant, 

Lego Education                             
Pt. 1

2:50-3:00

3:00-3:50

Academic Parent 
Teacher Teams: 

Intentional, Strategic,  
and Systematic 
School Efforts to 
Engage Families-                         

Sue Sweeny, Helena 
Public Schools

The Rise of Math 
Workshop…The Fall 
of Boring Math Pt. 2 -                                                          

Gia LaForge, 
Bozeman Public 

Schools

Engage Your Students 
with an Image Close 

Read…and watch them 
want to read more,  Pt. 

1-  John Nielson, 
Instructional Coach, 

Bozeman School 
District

Power of ICU -                                                                    
Linda Filpula, Patrick 
Cates and  Edward 

Norman, Laurel Public 
Schools, Part 1

“My Brains Are On 
Fire!” How adversity 
affects a student’s 

brain and your 
classroom                       

Todd Garrison, 
Executive 

Director/Curator, 
ChildWise Institute

Egrants for Dummies                       
Kate Vatter,  E-

Grants Management, 
OPI

Waves of Innovation: 
Instructional Strategies 

to emphasize closing the 
opportunity gap-  Adrian 

Advincula, Darren 
Schlepp, and Mike 

VanVuren, Bozeman 
Public Schools Pt. 1

MT Smarter Balance 
Assessment System: 
Tools for Advancing 

all Students’ 
Achievement - Pam 
Birkland , Madison 

County 
Superintendent and 

Judy Snow, 
Assessment Director, 

OPI          Part 1

“Changing the Tide” with 
LEGO Education WeDo 

solutions-                                   
Ty Stevenson, LEGO 
Education Consultant, 

Lego Education                             
Pt. 2

3:50-4:00

Transition

Transition



4:00-4:50

Breaking Down Walls:  
A Journey to Helping 

Students Become 
Confident Readers

Rebekah Blood, 
Reading coach, Two 
Eagle River School

Engage Your Students 
with an Image Close 

Read…and watch them 
want to read more,  Pt. 

2-  John Nielson, 
Instructional Coach, 

Bozeman School 
District

Power of ICU -                                                                    
Linda Filpula, Patrick 
Cates and  Edward 

Norman, Laurel Public 
Schools, Part 2

Engaging Students & 
Community: Lessons 

from Graduation 
Matters Montana 
Deborah Halliday, 

Community Learning 
Partnerships Advisor, 

OPI

How to Survive a 
Title I Monitoring          

Jack O'Connor, OPI

Waves of Innovation: 
Instructional Strategies 

to emphasize closing the 
opportunity gap-  Adrian 

Advincula, Darren 
Schlepp, and Mike 

VanVuren, Bozeman 
Public Schools Pt. 2

MT Smarter Balance 
Assessment System: 
Tools for Advancing 

all Students’ 
Achievement - Pam 
Birkland , Madison 

County 
Superintendent and 

Judy Snow, 
Assessment Director, 

OPI          Part 2

How TransACT Can 
Strengthen Compliance & 

Communication in your 
district-              Jamie 
Osgoodby, National 
Account Manager, 

TransACT 
Communications, Inc.

Day 2
7:30-8:50

8:15-8:40

8:50-9:00

9:00-9:50

9:50-10:00

Breakfast Keynote  Take the Reluctance Out of Writing: Teaching students to write using speech to text and oral storytelling-   John Nelson, Instructional Coach, Bozeman School District   

OPI Title I Presentation- Updates on the new Federal Laws and Guidelines.

Transition

Transition

Breakfast- BALLROOM



10:00-10:50

10:50-11:00

11:00-11:50

Electronic Cigarettes 
and Montana Youth: A 

Rising Tide -                  
Kris Minard, Tobacco 

Use Prevention 
Education. OPI

Teaching Without Ego- 
Peter Halloran, 
Montana State 
Department of 

Corrections, Youth 
Services Division

Miles to Go- Keeping 
Teens Safe on the 

Road -  Fran Penner-
Ray, Director of Traffic 

Education, OPI

FAFSA: Never-
changing, ever-changing 

key to financial aid-              
Rhonda Safford, 

Student Assistance 
Foundation

11:50-12:00
12:00-1:00

12:20-12:40

Transition

Transition

OPI Title I Presentation- Updates on the new Federal Laws and Guidelines.

Lunch- BALLROOM
Lunch Keynote -  Rev Up Student Achievement!  CSI Keys to Teaching and Learning Success

Dr. Jael Prezeau and the OPI Content Standards and Instruction Team
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