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Agenda

Smarter Balanced Assessment System 

Review

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/assessments/

Interim Assessments

Types

Accessing the Interims

Settings:  TIDE

Administration:  Test Administration

Scoring and Results:  ORS
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Smarter Balanced

A Balanced Assessment System

Common 

Core State 

Standards 

specify 

K-12 

expectations 

for college 

and career 

readiness

All students 
leave 

high school 
college 

and career 
ready 

Teachers and 

schools have 

information and 

tools they need 

to improve 

teaching and 

learning

Interim 
assessments 

Flexible, open, used 
for actionable 

feedback

Summative 
assessments 

Benchmarked to 
college and career 

readiness

Educator resources for 
formative assessment 

practices
to improve instruction
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Interim Assessments--Optional Periodic Tests

 For teachers to check student progress throughout the 
year.

 Given at the discretion of schools and districts.

 High-quality test items that are developed in the same way 
as those used for the summative assessments.

 Questions that can be machine scored by the Smarter 
Balanced Test Delivery Engine.
 Constructed-response items and performance tasks are scored locally. 

 Grades 3-8 and grade 11 for Smarter high schools.

 Each test can be administered to students in the grade above and grade 
below.

 TIDE for students to be tested and settings
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Two Types of Smarter Balanced 

Interim Assessments

Interim 
Comprehensive 

Assessment
(ICA)

Interim Assessment 
Blocks
(IAB)
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Interim Assessments
Interim Comprehensive Assessments (ICAs) Interim Assessment Blocks (IABs)

Same blueprints as the summative 

assessments and assess the same 

standards.

Smaller sets of targets and therefore more 

flexible to better support instruction

Fixed form tests.  May become available as 

adaptive tests when item counts are 

adequate.

Fixed form tests.  May become available as 

adaptive tests, as appropriate based on 

content and when item counts are adequate.

Same item types and formats, including 

performance tasks, as the summative 

assessments.

Same item types and formats, including 

performance tasks, as the summative

assessments

Overall scale scores (on the same scale), 

overall performance levels, and claim-level 

information.  Claim-level results reported as 

“Below Standard,” “At/Near Standard,” and 

“Above Standard”.  Aggregate target level 

data are available in most states (for ICA & 

summative).

Yield overall information for each block.

Results reported as “Below Standard, 

“At/Near Standard,” and “Above Standard”.

Item level analysis also available in most 

states.
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ELA/Literacy Interim Assessment Blocks
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*This array of assessments will be available dependent upon item availability in the interim item pool. 



Mathematics Interim Assessment Blocks

*This array of assessments will be available dependent upon item availability in the interim item pool. 
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Administering

Administered in the same way as summative.  

TA interface and secure browser.

Steps
 Log In

 Activate

 Choose tests

 Get confirmation

 Start operational session
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Accessing Interim Tests
 https://mtsmarter.measuredprogress.org/portal/

 Pop up for activating Interim Tests starting May 9
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Choose Test

 By clicking on the plus (+) sign to expand the selections
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Start Operational Session

 After clicking OK
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Scoring

Scoring

Most machine scored.  Results on ORS

Open-ended and performance tasks:  interim 

hand-scoring module.

For ICAs:  Machine-scored results held until 

the open-ended portions have been hand-

scored/submitted.  Results combined to 

generate a student report. 
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Hand-Scoring = Professional Development

 Some items need to be hand-scored 

which is a local responsibility

Educators use the same scoring 

protocols used for the summative 

assessment

 Training is essential to provide optimal 

levels of reliability and validity when 

interpreting test results.
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Hand Scoring Resources from California

 Interim Assessment Video Series

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/iavideoseries.asp

 ICAs:  Table of Hand Scoring Items and Number of 

Questions per Test

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/icahandscoring.asp

 IBAs:  Table of Hand Scoring Requirements and Item 

Totals http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/iabhandscoring.asp
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Results
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 Student Results for the Interim Assessments will be found 

in the Online Reporting System (ORS) 

 There are a variety of report formats that show data down 

to the block and item level



Student Performance Roster Page

Batch Printing ISRs
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Subject Detail Report: Interim Blocks
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Student Performance Roster Page 

Interim Blocks

20



Item Level Report
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Test Management Center

Retrieve Student Results
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MontCAS Contacts

Angie Koehler, Assessment Assistant
406-444-3511 akoehler2@mt.gov

Yvonne Field, Assessment Specialist, ELP and MSAA 
406-444-0748 yfield@mt.gov

Pam Birkeland, Special Projects
406-560-2060  pbirkeland@mt.gov

Paula Schultz, Smarter Accommodations
pschultz2@mt.gov

Judy Snow, State Assessment Director
406-444-3656, jsnow@mt.gov

Mellicent Friddell, Measured Progress Montana Program 
Manager
603- 749-9102 x7024 Friddell.Mellicent@measuredprogress.org
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